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tal or. fearghemee, would you —preter tao canduct this interview 
in Feraian or in English? 421 right, Ill start in English 


and we can switch beck and forth as you feel confortable. 


How werd Tike to get some information about your beckground 
firat. Wed iike to start with your father and his famiiy 
background. Pilease describe if in as much detail 4&5 you 


would Like. 


A. OK. I coma primarily from 4 family of miiitery men. Hy 
grandfather was in Reza Shah*s army. He becamé the Commander 
of the Army at the timé of Reza Shah. My feather went te 
Military scademy, alsc, and he hecare aisa the Commander a 
the graund forees in late 1960a. Hy family ia alac very 
religious at the same tine. in fact, my grandfather 


retained his beard all though his commenderahip. And my 
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feather had & beard now, but he didn*’t have the beard at the 


time of the Shah- 


Buk diva 2. sert af a combination of religion and military 
that was sert of perpetuated through the part of the family 
or beckogronnd that I wad aseaociated with. Betore that, f 
think we were more in mititary aisa. My gqreat-qrandfatier 
ete. ALL the pictures of these people wear medals and 
military uniforma., That, I think, pretty mnuch Sums uo my 


famiiy background, 


We were noth rich, hut we were nat poor aisa. I nean, #& had 
a~.e. Although both my father and my grandtether had the 
highest office in the military. And supnosediy tie power wae 
derived from the military. But we tever had & sert of 
aftluent made of lite. Both ny grandfather and father were 


living with & salery, and thet*’a it. 


GQ, Your feather was the anly aon whe aisa followed his 


father’s «2.7 


A. Wo, ay unele -- i Have ean uncie whe became 6s cotanei, but 
he never wert up much beyond «a colonel in the arny. He 
wasn’t etudicus. There is -- my grandfather and my father -- 
T think I’ve yained 9 Iot of, same af my character 


genetically. I¢m very precise and very hard-working. 


oo 
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G@. Coming from a niliteary background? 


A. Yes. Relatively Ilaw-obedient, but at the same time very 
es. @8pecially my grandfather had a lat of inteliactuel 

ability whiéh was very unique because of the fact thet he was 
in military and religion, But he was an inmkeitlectuel in his 


Cwh creed, 


QO. When you aay “religious,” could you define that a Jittie 


bit more: f mean, was he ...7 


A. He 4, Wrote a book. The book ig tailed 2... which he 
published oniy 80 copies and handed toa anly his trusted and 
worthy friends, which did not includa -- althscugh he was 
friendly to lots of these syatellahs -- did nat inelude the 
aystoliahs. Because he thought that many of the ayatoliahs 


really didn’t know what they were talking about. 


When it came to preblems associated with philosophy of Isaian, 
he had dane 4a iot of research and ke had written this book, 
which was halt-Arabic, haif-Farsi. F mean, sort of classic 
in tte atyle. And 12 wae very hard to read because it was 
intermingled, Fargi and Arabic. If was called Velsyat 


and “something” I don’t recall right now the second ward. 





But it was something that essentially went in de@pth into the 
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relationship af a Hoslem,., 4 Shi*ta Moslem and vaii. 


And this was written ... He died in 1975, before the 
revolution, just a couple of months betora the revolution. 

In fact, when they wanted te Bury hin im Gow, inside Hazrat-e 
Ma’soumeh <Shrine of Ha*soumeh>, in a shrine. the 
revalutionaries. thought that this was the hady of General 
Oveteasi, whe hed undergone 4a heert-attack. and that wea 
essentiaily a let of ... F remember my father went to 
Sheriatmadari and ... anyway, they didn’t let him be buried 
inside the shrine at that Lime. Because he was escorted by 
mititery guards and this sert af thing -- his body was 


escorted. 
@. So what happened funtieart? 


A. Weil, then they tock him outside of the thrine,. and they 


buried him in anotiez loceie. 


G. That*s very interesting. fa that*a when he telke sabout 
the Queeation of the concept of velayvyat, which was 


later on picked up by ... 


A. Well, it was in Shi’ite Isaiam for a feng time, but anyway 
he addressed that. issue, and he addressed it quife well. 


Because It uged to ait with him and discuss, although he never 
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eongiderad me really high up an the understandings ar 
standards af bssic philosophic principies of Shiva. But he 


tried to explain certain things to me. 


Io remember seeing Ayatoliah MNusavi Ardshili there, and he waa 
talking to him. He -didn“t have a high réqerd for him as 


samnebody wha understands princinpies of Isian. 

GO. Whet was he known ast 

A. He was known as General Zerghanee. 

QO. thought he might have some religious title. 
A. No. No, 


GQ, Would you please deacribe ahout your mother and her 


famiiy background. 


A. Well, my mother, agein, comes from sart of an average 
famiiy, But her father was in the military, But its — 
military family. If was guat her father was in the military, 
but her narent& gat diverced when she was a kid, anywey. And 
then ghee married my tather when she was 195 -- or 17 to ig, i 


den“t recall which one. 


~ T = 
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And anyway. she’s hard-working, and she suffered a lot. She 
doesn’t have a very high education -- IT think they went te 


Fth, Sth, Sth grade or something ithe that. 


w@. When yau say she suffered, was this ..-.? 


A. The family relationships, espectaliy in my grandfathers 
novuse, there were sa many pespie., It was my gqrandifather“a 
family, our temily, my uncle’s family, ali of us were living 
under one big umbrelia. Sart of several houses 
interconnected tagether and fhis sort of thing. I know that 
we had @ iat of financial problems, but anyway .... that was 


*- 2+ 2 


Emotionally, paychologically and financially there wea hard 


to five in Iran of that time. 


QQ. Wad she heing dominated by the in-laws and the rest of 


the extended family? 


A. Oh, yes. iI think that aort of problem ususalliy axistead. 
But anyway, she wes more Gf the dominating kind, rather than 
being dominated. But, anyway, whether you are dominating or 
being dominated, you*’re going ta suffer in the extended 


fanily structure. 
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UW. How many siblings do you have? Haw many sistera and 


hrethersat 

A. Oh, IF have two siaters only. 

G@. Youre the aniy sont 

A. x am the only son. 

OO. Are you the oldest? 

A. Yeo, IT am the oldest. 

Gg. Where were you born? 

A. =f was born in Estahan, @xactliy during the Second Woarid 
War, because my perenta went to Esfahan for a short time when 
the capital waa transferred for a few dayea frem Tehran ta 
Faftahan. and I was born there upon arrival, and they got 
back to Tehran a few days later. 

2. What is the dete of your birth? 

A. Geptember i, 1941. 


a. £ would iike to ask you to describe a Little detail of 


= ie as 
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your lite, about your childhood and upbringing, that is 
ytarzg-e terbiveat <upbringing?. You know, where you 


went fo achoaci, und high school .... 


A, Yee. I went to the local.... I used to iive in Jaleh 
intersection, and I went ta the local public achooal there- 
And then, untii Sth grade -- end af the Sth grade -- I waa 
attending the lecal schocia in the neighborhood, whether it 


was primary school or secondary school. By 24th, T1th end 


i2th grade I went tea Albor2z High Scheel. 


Ry father wean’t very restrict fatrictl, and my rother was 
not very restrict {strict}. In fact, there was ... I mean, 
my father, if he was net in the maiitary, you would never be 
abie to identity him as sa military person, because he never 
acted as a domineering man. Relativeiy it was ... £0rt of a4 
relaxed atmeaphere. There vas no special force tCunciear! to 
bring me up in &@ special way ar anything. In fact, nobody 


noticed that children existed. 
iowas very atudious, and 2s was usually trying te be the beet 
atudent in the clase. I sometines suceeded, not always. f 


nad good competition. 


Oo, Were you shaqerd-e avval ¢honor etudent>? 
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&. Weil, many times I became shagerd-e ayval. When, 

T went te Albors, then IT Secame «Honor Student of Tehran in 
mathematicsa>, and then there was same, anather tompetition, 
and I became “Second Honor Student in Iran>. Twas -4- &L 
Aiborz I really got interested in riyeti «math>, and 

if 3 wasn’t from 4 developing country or if T had some 
financial ateture, family-wise, f would have probably gone 


into pure mathematics and studied pure mathematics at 


ecoliege. But, somehow, coming up From & wcans 


J sav my father and the financial problema that he had, and 
this. sert of thing, that 1 never wanted to become 4 military 
person, F loved mathematics sa tuch ... that was out of the 
question. Sa, I went into engineering, and I came te 
America. 7 studied eat Georgia Tech. J goat my B.-A. om Civil 
Fhgineering thete in 1962. Then I went to University of 
Svirneee, and I got my master’s and Ph.D in, again, 


Structural Engineering, in 19-- -- £ got my Ph.D. an 1965. 


Then 2 ¢ame to this cempany in i965, and I started working 
for them. At the sane time, since I was always interested in 
methematics, I went to Miy, and f got a Master’s in 
mathematica, in pure mathematica, from MIF in 1968. Ouring 
these three years I was working futi-time here atlago. Soa in 
1968 3 went back to Iran and started t@waching at Aryamehr 


Universaty of Technology. 


= ee 
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GQ. You must have been very young. 


A. Yaunq. When f finished high schacl. .° ai 2959. When I 
tinished the BS, my Bechélor af Givil Engi. -*ing it was 
1962. That took me three vears. and three years later I gat 
my Ph.D. And when I was working .... I waa used to working 


TuLli-time and studying sull-fime. 


Gren fT went to study mathematics I didn’t have auch 
hathematics backdround. I never went te undergraduate 
mathematics, Io am going to graduate mathematics, and getting 
the MS in one year, at the same time I was working, required 
& lot of work. 516 3 wasn’t eatraid cof working. And during 


that tine Tf aisa published & or ¥Y articies. I was very ...- 


gd. On wheat? 


A. Weil, the articles IF published in 1965 tea 1958, 2 was 
working on antennas. JF published if, actusily, net in .... 1 
published some articles in structural engineering, primarily 
en sheil theory and vibration. But then FT vent inte 
@lectrical engineering, and I oublished @ coupie of articles 
in e@lectrica] engineering on antenna performance. Then I did 
some other work that was published in American Institute of 


Aeronsutices and sAatronautica. 


- if - 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


AARGHANEE-L 


When I finished my MS and =f went to Iran, I started ... I 
mean in Tran I was teaching 9 few courses. Teaching -- f 
really eanjoy teaching. And then i started doing résearch in 
mathematics, and I published @ series of articles in 
mathematics. A year after I got to Tran, I was promoted ta 
Associate Professoershio, and then four years later, I became 
@ Fuii Professor. if was one of the first Full Professors of 


Aryamehr Universit.y of Technology. 


Q. You started teaching there? From the beginning? 


4&. Yeah, fF started teaching. Here I wan doing primarily 
design work and research and dévelopment work. Sut in 
Aryenmehr Unaversity I started teaching. Ff taught 
néethematics, operation reasearch, and numerical metheds and 


this s¢rt of thing. 


But my research was primarily in areas that f tried te 
establish a mathematical foundation far some of the 
engineering concepts. JI mean, it wee very interesting. And 
it wea work that FI could do eaediiy in fran, because 
methematiecs you don’t need .... I knew engineering fairiy 
well, and I knew matheratice, and I couid marry the two 
fieids and work in Iran. Secause in technical areas, you had 


to be in continuous contact with the fideid. itn sort of 


- TT = 
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theoretical areas, maybe you can work in Iran. 


Anyvay, I did a iat of work in the first Few years in Iran. 
And = published a number of papers. One of the papers won en 
award. Anyway, until T became involved with what I cail the 
design and construction Gf the Aryamenr University of 
Technology in Estahan. That was in 1972, I Chink. That was 


three years siterward. I started the ... 


There was & mandate at the beginning that Aryamehr University 
Shouid be built in Esfahan. Nobody took it very seriausiy. 
First of all, Moj3tehedi, who huitlt aryamehr University of 
Technology thought that the univérsity can’t be built 
anywhere other than Tehran because it’s not going ta he able 
ta have such agood facuity, and if you don’t feve good feculty 
you doan*t have goaocd students. And he was right. You 


eauldn’t fave Built a goacd undversity outside of Tehran. 


Tz anybedy returned at that time to Iran, it waa primarily 
hecause he wanted to be ofosve to his family. And moet ot the 
people came from Tehran, wht had opportunity at that time te 


come te América, get a PA.D., this gort of thing. 


But somehow Mr, Anouszegar frem the heginning wae pushing for 
decentralization, and he said that ... One day I remember 


Reze Amin was Chancelior of the university, and he cetied me, 


- {y= 
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fnd he said thet wouid F iike to he involved with the design, 
essentially design and building of this whole university. 

And Ioesaid, “Yeo, if it would be an independent university. 

I don*t heave to tahe these people, and take ....° He said 
yes. Well, he didn’t say yes, Ke said he had to go to His 


Majesty, and .... 


Anyway, he came back, and, yeah, it’s independent. And soe f 
started to design that university from scratch, fram the 
philosophy ... starting with the philosophy of education, 
gcing ali the way to the praysical, and then going and 
training the faculty and this scrt of thing. And i did that. 
and if took me from IiS72l until i977, that the doors were 


onened and the first students went in. 


But somehow, around 1976-77, FF found ont that it wasn’t that 
clear that this univeraeaity would be totaily independent fram 
the Aryamehr University in Tehran. And there was a big 
i@sue, @ver up threugh the revolution time whether Aryamenhr 
Univarsity shoeuid go or shouldn“t qo to Esfahan. But it was 
buiit, designes.and built, as an independent university. And 


thet was, I think, my ..- 


I loved that morajgect,. and I think I put everything I had inte 
thet. And TI bud lt that university until in 1977 it wea apen, 


and started etudent enrolment, IF can. talk about. that in 


- 13.- 
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greater detail if you want ff. 


M. I weuld dike ta. But Let Ne just ask for ane 
clarificeton. When you say Aryemehr at Esfahan ta be 
independent, did you mean to have two Aryamehre or da you 


mean to have the Aryainehr in Tehran trenadlanted ....? 


A. No, no, ma. T wanted independent in the sense that you 


would nat tranapiant a university from Tehran. ta Esfahan. 


Q, Se you would have ane Aryamehr in Tehran ... 


A. You would have a dauvublie-campus system, like .-. But they 
are inderendenft. in the sense that....F mean, the California 
ayatem, for @vdmole, you have difierent campuses. You don’t 
have £o Bbudid, for examcle, 4a Campus at this location, and 


then tranapliant whele that university there. 


Because Mr. Amouzegar was very much interested in 
decentralization, be permitted amali collegea and the aort ot 
thing that would hava attracted thousands of atudenta te be 
butitt in Tehran, but .... And many other things :.. Tehran 
Wae growing bike mad, but somehow he was under the impression 
that the university muat be tranapianted, I mean, must be 


neved from Tehran to Eafehan. 
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I was of the opinion that it would be a completely 
independent university. It would bea 4 second ... University 
of Aryamehr in Tehran and University of Arydmehr in Esfahan 
would be ... under one umbrells iike ... but would have 
different campuses. There are many universities aven in 
Massachusetts that have pitltLiple csihpuaes, iike the 


Mniveraity of Massachusetts, which has Amherst, Worcester and 


Basten campuees. 


Oo. Why ... IF mean, you said that forst they said it’s OR, 
you could have it independent. and thén, later on, somehow 


they seemed to have charged their minds. 


A. When somebody goes to His Majesty and gels permiasion, he 
dascritbes the situation and he agrees. What he has te do 
immediately after that is to write a letter to the office +f 
Hie Majesty and get approval, written, that this hus 
happened. It is not weli-known to others what hanpened. I 
mean, if the Shah joesn’t.... Nobody can ask the Shah, “Do 


you remember you Said such and....?7" 


TI don’t know reaily whether at the time when Reza Amin told 
mea that he had .... his understanding of what F was asking 
Wan exactly what he was conveying in the answer to me. Ita. 
soasibie thet he may have misunderstood. He may nat sue 


conveyed the same thing I hed di: mind by “independent.” 


oo 3 
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fecause, later on, when I was Chancellor of Aryamehr 
University , they toid me that. "Oh, yes, Aryamehr Uinivereity 
ain Tehran can continue to exist, but net ... Lt can continue 
te exist as another form of 4 university that would train 
another type of Graduates.” They didn’t want .... They 
wanted more practical people to be trained in Tehran and more 


sophisticated engineers in Esfahan. 
G@. Soa, whet is. the problem there? 


A. Well, the point is this, that you cannot decide on a day 
that you are going te change the attitude of a university. 
Today You are going to make practical ... I mean, what 
happens ta these guys who are professors? Are they supposed 


to all move to Earahan? 


Well, anyway, somehow the point cf moving of the Aryanehr 
Univensiiv from Tehran te Estahan became a political isaue. 
And in. the year Besove the revoiution it was probably a4 

Be siiee of dissent among the A mull dt. Aryamehr University. 
And ££. resulted in atrikes of faculty, continucua strikes. 
And then it Ted tG& .:. The government of Hr. Anougeqar 
discontinued the salaries of ike professors. And then the 


_atudente were on strike. fupelear} 
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lf you ask some of proefessors of Aryamehr University, they’d 
Say that this issue contributed more than anything else to 


the revolution. 


@. Thia a3 in fect very interesting because one oft the 
teaues involved here fer us ie te knew how the university 


ayetem worked in the totelifty. 


A. Well, Aryanchr University was samawhat. different. 
Aryemehr University wos 4a univeraity thet wéas named after the 
shah, The head of Pahiat¥i University and the heed af 
Aryamehr University and the head af Tehran University had. 
direct sccessa to the Shek. Well, the head aft Tehran 
University was eccupied by a highly infivential man, 
uausally. Ang he siways head ecceas to the Shah. Regardicss 
of whether there was something called Hinister af Highexs 
Education or not. By his personality the guy would have 


geceza fd the Shah. 


The head of Aryamehr University and Pahlavi University ... 


The heads of Aryamebr and Fahiavi Universities had access to 
the Shah because the Shah really loved these two 
universities. He was invelved with the development of these 


twa universities. He would wake decisions that were 


-~ if ~ 
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requested hy the Ghanceilor. He would néver want ta gea the 
head af Aryamehr Uhivwersity, but if the hesd of Aryamehr 


University wanted ta see him, he would give him an audience. 


At the time I wes there, the reasons why " had toa see the 
Shah (for example, I waa Ghanceiltoar) or the reasons I know 
some of the previous Chancellors had to see the Sieh were 


these sorts of problems that were outside of your contral. 


Somebody on the Board of Trustees being infiuenced by the 
general policies cof the government #£f the time would sey 
that, OK, we have te go to ... I mean, yau have to move the 
university ta Esfahan. That’s where you are. That’s why you 


were given the right fo give high salaries. 


Ayvyamehr University, could give much higher salaries to the 
faculty than Tehran University, not because of the fact that 
it was Aryamehr University. because they said Chet this is a 
university that’s supposed fo be in Esfahan. Ita 
temporarily here. Sa we give the higher gataries that are 
associated with out-of ...; sin a bad glimate or remote fran 
the capital city?. We persit them ta give higher salaries, 
like the University of Pahlavi, because they were away tron 


the capital. 


Now, in the minds of the bureaucracy, they had ail sorte of 
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explanationa why the university sheuld move. The proatesacrsa 
didn’t know why they were getting a high ssiary, and they 
couldn*’t Live with a tower aeabary in Tehran, anyway. So, the 
fact that they had té mave, or change, or this sort of thing; 
wea elwaysa a problem. And there Were anteqaniats, eapeciaily 
near the end, that really utitized this dissent amongat the 
seeenaueen to sort af manipulate them in the way that they 


wetted. 


O. The original plan was toa move some of the profeasars to 


Fsetahen ...? 


4. The original plan was that the Aryamehr University is 
going to be buiit in Esfahan. And that was why they got the 
permisgion to give higher salaries. What Mojztehedi did, he 
ea@id that if ET buiid the uhiversity in Tehran, robody can 


move it toa Bisfahan. 


So, he started ... He didn’t itke the idea, aithough the idea 
was dictated by fir. Amovuzegar, at that time a celebrated 
miniater in the Beard of Trustees. 4nd alse then even 
Hevyeida, the Prime Minister, whe was also & member of the 
Reerd of Trustees, he apparentiy went and talked to His 
HWajesty about it end backed it up even. The Shah was sold an 
the idea that the university should be Bbuiit in Hafahan. and 


he was always pressing that frem the heginning. 
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Hoj tehedi managed net te dé enything about it, and say that 
we need the land and drchitect ... He dragged his feet. 
Professer Rega was the second Chancellor af Aryamehr 
University. He realiy didn’t get that much. chance toa get 
involved, aithough he initiated some activity about getting 
the piece of tand. Fineaity, at the time of Reza Amin, the 


land was obtained. 


The land was enormous, it was if million square meters of 
land, which was «a few Kilometers, I mean about ... From this 
side to the other side wes FY or S&S Kilometers. Tt wae in a 
beautiful oiace. and then Dr. Amin hired Arthur D. Littise to 


come up with a functional master-plan. 


ALi of these studies were really done by chanceiliors who were 
not committed to move fo Esteahan. That would have sort of 
delayed the issue long enough until ..-- Well, each one of 
them knew that it’s only a matter ot fwo or £fhree years, and 
they had enongh beadaches. They didn’t want this big 
headache of going to the facutty fo say that you have to move 


there when there was nothing there fo move £4. 


Sa F came on board. And it was weli-known among the faculty 
that the university had toa meve someday. But if was aiso a 


fact that 1£ they had erganized themselves prapertly, maybe 
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they didn’t have to move. Anyway. when I gat on board, the 
question I reiséd was this: if I want toa buiid 8s untversity 
fron acratch, £ have so much treedom ta start with =e new 
Chilosuphy, @ méw concept. And I didn’t want tie move 
ever¢vbody. Youtre confining yaurseizs so much fo the forms 
and to the ideas that were developed here, rether than the 
new idees thet you want to implement. So I said, “Can this 
exist and that exist simultaneausiy?” And the answer at that 


time was “Yea, 


Then when IT became Chancellor, a iat ef things had hapnened 
in the interin. One was thet the student body of Aryanehr 
University Aad received a tot of neliticeal orientation. in 
fact, if was @ highly active group of students amongst ail 
fhe -+ mayba the highest. Both the Communitsta and the 
Tsktamnic Marxista, the Meojyahedin or whatever. ff don’t want tea 
use thease names because what existed at. that time is 


different from whet trenapired through time iater an. 


avisaie Hojgahedan and Fada“iyan, or the Hearxiats and the 
Ttsiemnic Marswiste, or whatever, they were both highly active 
at Aryamehr University. And then, I think the regime also 
a@idn’t want that to nersiaet, and they were looking for all 


means of disintegrating that “nest of activity.” 
By L377, not only the studerftia were highly politicized, fut 
~ 21 ~ 
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also the facuity now was active bersuse the seed of dissent 
had been implanted amengst the facuity. and the government 
wasnt heiping much either, especially at the time of 
Amouzegar, when there was no minister of higher education. 


There was no body to make a decision. 


at. that time I was gone from the university. I was at that 
time Managing Director af the Nefionali Iranian Copper 
industry. The man who succeeded me, he had « hard time 


getting praper cacperation from the government. 


G@. If we could go back just a bittie bit -- when you were 
proposing the ides, or you were working on yeur idea of 
starting a new university in Estehan, dad the university have 
nublaec forums whereby vou couid present your ideas fo the 


students ar te other faculty members? 


&. No. No. The atructure of the univerrity ... the 
Structure af decision-making of the university was samething 
like thiat There was His Majesty. You would never raise a 
problem to His Majesty uniess it was a cumbersome problem 
that could not be sanived otherwise. There were too meny 
factors. You had to make a decision. There were too many 
Factora, too nanny oppesing views sand contradiction of 
Sepressed policies with your intentions, and thia saart af 


thing ~- like the example that I said. 


oo 2 
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Or, there were things that the Shah had instituted. For 
exampieg, I had ta go once -- f£ mean, at ane of ny Stidieances Tf 
talked to the Shah about Rastakhia Party. He @exnectéd that 
suddenly everybody, sil the keanoun ¢centers> would 

flourish and mushroom, and the atudents would coalesce around 
these kanogun “ceénterasr, and he would have a party of 

his own rather then leaving the entire student body to the 
twa centers of attract.iion, which were Mojyahedin and 


Fada*iyan. That didn’t take piace. 


He asked me, “What heave you done Goncerning Rastekhiz Party?" 
Io seid, “Nothing.” He said, “What do you meen, nothing?” TI 
seid, “Weil, because this is 2 matter af fighting water 1 
mean, if You want to establish a nerty, you must have 
political thought. You must have a philesophy. You can’t 
gay, “The Shah seid it,* and expect all the students toa 
yumo." He eeid, “What do we need?" And he said, "Well, 4£ 


You want tea fight an idea, you heve to deveiorm an idea.” 


QO, Aid you actually funclearit 


A&A. And he said,”"Well ...° &nd then he took it from here on 
and seid he meat have a dialectic. And then he iasued that 
order, the next day Cor a couple of days afterwards) to the 


government thet you heave to write fhe philosophy of the 
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Rastakhiz Party based on dialectic pringetples, ana this sort 


of thing. 


But unless there were issues that would be a headache for the 
Chancellor, he would never raise it with His Majesty. Ft was 


the headache-issues that would go te hin. 


Qther then those issues, the rest af the operation of the 
university was done essentially by the Chancellor. He was in 
charge of the university, and he was working essentiaily with 
two bodies. One is celled Hay’at-e Omana, or Board 

of Trustees. The Board of Trustees had to make ell the ... 
had to give approval to all decisions that had financial 


impiicationea. 


And then the second one was Shoray-e Paneshgah, oar 
University Council. The University Council had to approve, 
or actuaiiy ..,.. it had to approve, that was the body thet 
wan making decisions. In fact, the Chancellor of the 
univeraity had no autherity ather than .... Weil, IF den*t 
pai Whether he had vete-power oer net. I dan’t believe he 
had veto-power. Sut all the académic decisions were going 


essentially through the University Council. 


When I became in charge of the new university, which wag 


Aryanehr Univereatty of Eafshen, I was working under the 


a Foe 
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direction of the Chanceéllor, and my power was derived from 
hig autherity. 30 he couldn’t have comnitted anything other 
then 4... @utside of the rules and regquistions that were set 


forth by Hay*etre Omena tdeard of Trustees?. 


Wa were not at all confined by what I cailted regulations 
qeverning the operation of government-owned activities. 
Although the money was coming primaraly from the government. 
Although T have to explain that Aryamehr University was a 
private, and at the beginning it was intended to operate aa a 
private institution. In fact, Mojtehedi vent arcund ana 
collected the money, end did not get much trom the 


government. 


Then, tater on, more and more there was reliance on 
government Funds. Until istely, most of the money was coming 
from the government sclaty. There was some contribution 
which was madé by the National Iranian Gili Company, which 
came te tie general funds of Arystehr University. But that 
Was also remnants of the activity that Hojztehedi started ta 
Nexe@ a private inatitution, and not be so much under the paws 


of the government. 


a. So whet chenged tihist 


A. Weli, the tect thet when you start «a university you don’t 
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need jruch money. As the university grows, it needs an 
operating budget of 100 miliidgen Eoman a year. And you can’t 
get i100 miliion tonan @ year trom private sources. But meybe 


> Or 10 million tanan yau could get. Thats what he did. 


in the first two years he got... In the first year, If think 
he got 96% of his operating budget from people. He gust went 
sround and collected the money. in tact, he was teld to 
start a university in LUveh or 6. He was toid to start a 
university. The sane year he started the university. 

Tmean, if he wanted to write = Budget and give it to the 
government, and this and that, it would have taken through 


two or three years just to get the tunds,. 


But he immediately aterted the university. He actually 
borrowed the place; he goat money end contributions from here 
and theres he asked contractors that he Knew to come and 
build something. And he built whet is known as 

suleh, Suleh if a sert of industrial frame that you 

pet up. And then he spent very iittle money toa boiid the 
university in a matter of a few months. I mean, that let the 


university start cperations. 


find he did e beautiful job. In six months the untversity 
sterted. Once =a university starts, you can net stop it, 


Tt“s ..4. Wall, Khomeini hee proved otherwise. [Feusalily you 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


ZARGHAMEE-i 


couldn’t. Seo that’s what happened. 


Anyway, We are jumping @li aver the place, in the time domain 


at least. But the subject ia the same. 
GO. Pleesé feel free ta just say whatever you like tuncleaar?. 


A. Anyway, this ... So when J became fn charge of Aryamebr 
liniversity in Esfahan; I tried te buiid 4 new urriversity end 
make it independent in the sense that I would net be 
constrained by the regqulaticna of the council trom the 
academic point of view. if had the same financial reguiations 
to abserve, because the Chancellor of the university was 
bound by those finan ... I nean, the regulations and 


transactions and contracts, and this sort of thing. 


But academically I didn’t want to ge te the University 
Council. The reasen is thist that usually whenever you goa 
to the University Council, you found weenes. Firat of ail, 
there ware so many issues in front of the University Council 
of an emerging university, in a soctfety that, didnt heve a 
tradition of an educational system at ail compstible ith. 


whet wea going en #t thet tine. 


Previous ta Aryanehr University, Estehan University, Shiraz,. 


Tehran, ete. wae primarily modelied after the French eyaten. 
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And ri¢:* argund 1966-67, when Aryamehr University started 
functioning, what they called the Educational Revolution of 
the Shah started. dnd two universities, which were Pahlavi 
University and Aryamehr University were essentiaily manned by 
Anerican-trained people. ft Was much eaaier for them to 
understand and jmplement 4& system which was compatible to the 
Carnegie credit aystem in this country. It wasn’t so easy at 


Tehran (niversity, etc. 


But nevertheless, even at Aryamehr Unaversity,. there were a 
lot of French and. German and British-educated people, who had 
different concepts. And Shorey-e Deneshgah, or 

University Cauncil of the university, wes 2 plece to ait down 
and argue things cut. Endiess hours, days from morning til 
Right, you were discussing what shauid be the structure of 
the orogram, what ahould be the content, what should be the 


organization, and this sort of thing. 


How should the faculty be promoted? xgyamnenr University was 
“HS only university J know at that camplietely the promotion 

of the facuity was in the hands of the faculty and studente. 
Nobody, neither from the higher echelons in the ministry, or 
even the Chancelior, had much to say about the premotion of 

faculty. This division of powers and authorities was 


well-dene in Aryamehr Univeraity. 
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Later on, of course, a problém develtoned. The problem 
stemmed from the fact that an intormal organization startad 
teking shape at Aryamehr University, which was essentially a 
sort of union for facuity. And that .... Well, the country 


waan*t coped ta déal with unions. 


G. fou mean this was actually an official union, or ...? 


A. = don’t know what is official. Gfficial means that it ie 
officially registered with SAVAK? It wasn’t official, or 
maybe it was, If dont wnow what it was, it was a atrugglie on 
the part of 4 Certain nunber of facuity to gain autherity. 
And wheat they hed was esaentially .... They started as 


eomething cailed Komiteh-e Refah “Cemmittee for 





Velfteare>, which 18 te provide for refah <weifare? of 





professors, essentially. Koamiteh-e Refah first addreaacd the 
issues of the salary ia net encugh, and you have fe get high 


Dromotiana, and ...; 


Every year they did a sort of aynbolic satrike or protest of 
some Form. And they got a 10%, 20x, 25% raise. The raise 
wae natural becatiee it was in the years there was tresendous 


inflation in Tran, 


Than after « little white, they became much nore interested 


fn other Boawere, 
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@. Lake potitical powers, yeu mean? 


A- Well, IT don’t know what is .... Political power is 
politica. Tt*s my definition. iff*sa not .... By nolitical, I 
don*t mean @ss0ciated with #steablished parties, or lines of 
theught, It waa essentially to get involved in ... What 
they did was this: they selected and ren their peante for 


certain offices, which was academic, etc,ete. 


And sa, instesd of getting goad becple selacted, essentially 
they were neople who had special commitments. Because 
Aryanehkr tniversity was primarily governed by efticials wha 
were selected by the facuity, essentially. Firat of all, 
they had the chairmen of the departwents, instead of being 
people of educational stature -- I’m talking about people of 
academic stature -- they becarne people wha were loyal ta 


Keame@tehn-@ Refah. 


Then, yau found out that whatever you had to deal with, like 
_ promotion, like various other thinga, you had people from 


Komiteh-e Retakh who were infiltrating everywhere. 


Than there was @ sort Gf an internal strugqgie between the 
Chancellers of the university and Che Komileh-e Retah in 


order tos gain power anough toe run the unitveraity. And alac, 
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@ lot oi excellent ecademiciana, they became aiso 
anti-Homiteh-e Refah. That means you had essentisiiy three 
poles. Gne was Komiteh-e Retfah, which were a large number of 
peaple wha came from Germany, and whe couldn’t publish, and 
this sert of thing. Some of the people from GCermany did 
excellant work, but some of the athera were not so easy in 
Writing a paper. Jt wasn’t eGusy for them to write a paper 


and publish it. So they coateéesced around Komiteh-e Refeh. 


Aosdemicians, good researchers, good teachers, etc, they 
didn’t like Komiteh-~e Refeh. And e@asentiaily the governing 
people had another pole. Naw, at times, academicians and 
governing pecole, they got together. But itt had ta do with 
how much .... i£ the Pressure from the government on a 
speciai dasue was too much, like Rastakhiz and thie asert of 
thing, then they woutd break up. But essentially thers were 


three polea at that tine. 


G. it*a interesting you identified the Komiteh-e Retah with 


people who primerily come from other countries funclear}. 


A. The toint is this: the Komiteh-e Refah was a source of 
power. It wa an informal power struggle, and it was 4 
saurce of power. And there was a lot of dissent in the 
university because the promotion regulations that we 


Ccurselves wrote and we oureeivea executed were too atringent 
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far ue to accept. 


We have said that if you want ta become an Associate 
Professor, for example, yau have te initiate a thought, 
perform the reasearch, and publish it in this country (in 
Iran, I meand?. Well, many people didn’t. And then they 
said, “Hey, I’m here seven or sight yearst I’m not pronoted 
£0 Associate Professership. I have a paper." We said, 
“Yeah, but thiga paper was written on the same subject as your 
thesia. You tack your thesis and changed it a jlittie bit. 


It’s not a new idea that you went after." 


And then they were mad. The Komiteh-e& Refah sasentialiy was 
promoting more politically-ortented people rather than ... £ 
mean, by friendship they would -qet hia neople in -- @ sert of 
closed-door, But anyway, I think any .... When a country 
atarts an the path of unionization, these sre usual problems. 
To find ... people ... whe sought something and they becone 
zee they take it to an extreme and their vested interest 


 becokes very important to them, 


Bie. tee Sai cs part of the lite of Iran that ... It’s amazing 
that. SAVAK wes never very much againet this. union formation. 
Although it waa some ..... None of Sic Chancellors of the 
universities were presaed by SAVAK to etop or do semething or 


rane But if juet ...-.- F don’t know .... SAVAR wae never sess 
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During ny time, SAVAK was never intereated in the university, 


period. 


w@. Realiy?t Not at all? funcleesrt 


A. Nobody came to me. Nobody taiked to me. Whatever they 
Wanted te de, F think they would have done it anyway. I 
nean, thera were cases thet they captured 4 student, but I 
even didn’t knaw. if read it in the paner, for example. Thia 
was no & priori knowledge. There was no interaction with the 


university in the way the Chancellor would know. 


But. I remamher hefoere, from whet wes told te m@ by other 
previous chancellors, they had meefings, reguiar neetings, 
with SAVAK agente present, or this sort of thing. But at the 
time I was there, which was after i975 I became chancellor, 
there was none of these sort of ..:. In fact, I didn’t know 
SAVAK existed. Ff couid have not known SAVAR existed; Tf 


knew 16 existed. 
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Tape no.i 2 
QO. Please go shead. 


A. OF. We wera discussing the informal orqanization that 
developed in Aryamehr University. Et*s very interesting 
thst, sa a resuit of this informal organization, many of the 
strict laws of Aryamehr University, which happened te be very 
strict at the tine, were broken hecausge there waan’t that 
much power Lert with the chanceliarahip. One of them wes the 
xzuil-time. Jf mean, when Aryamehr University was formed, if 
wee mandatory that everybody be full-time. And if you worked 
outside, you had to get a special permit from your department 


and from the chancellor of the univeraity. 


Yeli, fince, First of ali, this disintegration of power that 
happened. Now, whether it was politicaliy oriented by the 


People who fabricated Komiteh-e Retsh <Committee for Weltare> 
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or not, if mot wail-known to me, But I would not be amazed 
if that was the design of a certain number of people, 
especially who went ta Germany and who were politically 
motivated, and they theught that would be 4 very Gasy way af 
gaining pawer. Whether they did it for the heck of it, or. 
whether it was politicaliy oriented in the sense that there 


W46B anti-government sentiments in it, I wouldn’“t know. 


Zo wouldnt .... The pedépie who were .... ane oF the heads af 
Roniteh-e Refah happened to be Houshang Sabeti, whose brother 
wad Parviz Sabeti, the head of the Fnternal Affairs of SAVAK. 
So I dan’t know what was going on. ff didn’t know whether 


they nominated Heushang Sabeti a5 4 Gever, oer whether this 


had both @ blessing from Esst and West. I don’t know ... 


Q. International problems at the university.... 


A. Sufi anyway, fhe struggie for power at Aryamenr University 
Was & very interesting phenomenon. And I think it needs 


detailed study in the future. 


Now, there*s one thing =F wantad to say. You said that your 
tates were etoien. I remember at Aryamehr University we 
aterted a research which was on coding‘decading devices. We 
formed a leboratory which was called Blectronicea Research 


Lab. And we developed an instrument that cauid decode all 
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the vocal coded things. Naw, I have to teil you that America 
by Law can not sell any coding/decoding devices cutside of 
America. He canneat sell it because these are banned ky the 


Acts aF Congrese. 


O. Im serry, TF don*t understand what you mean by “vacal 


MWeyice,” 


4. Well, telephone, for exanmpie. You have a telephone, 
youre taihking to semebody, and then this goes through a 
acrambler of same sort. and becomes caded. When you iisten to 
it between the two terminals, it ig gibberish. And then tt 


goes through a decading device. 


New, the coding devices and decoding devices that Tran hed 
Were very mundane, elementary kinda that Iran had bought fron 
Germany. Une cf them was on the telephone of the Shah. The 
Prime Miniater had one of them. The heads of the arned 
forces had ane. SA&VASK had, probably, and SAVAK people. Army 


personnel! in the field, whatever they uae is coded, 


@. WNebody cise could decode it. Nobody eléea couid 


understand. ‘cunciesr> 


A. The purpose ia te .... And if yett are .... Any field 


activity, in fact, would ragquire = telephone or wireless type 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


ZARGHANEE-2 


of ... anyway, Some sort of vocal communication. Nowadays 
they don*t .... Hard copies. I mean the guy whe*s in the 
field wili sey, “Go forward!” TT mean, somehody has to say to 
somebody else, “Goa forwardi"’” This passes through a 


coding/‘decoding device. 


Anyway, at Aryamehbr University we worked on a very 
sophisticated coading/decading device, and as a by-product of 
that, we developed aquipment that Breaks all the codes. You 


fan see now the importance of that. 


Anyway we called Edareh-e Dovvem «Second Department> 

in the army, and saia, “Send us (this was done with the 
blessing of the military, incidentally, the final parisa;, 
give us 4» tape of your coded things, and wevlil see whet 
happens." So, they made a tape. They read through a coder 
sométhing, and they gave it fo us. And we breke it and made 


a tape. The coded stuff was heré and we had decoded it here. 


Se the guy whe did this brought the equipment to my room and 
#eaid that with a tape-recorder I want to show you whet we 
have done. And then he ssid, “At the seqinning of thie tape 
you will see a part. of Sev’adi which the guy read in coded 
form, and after that is the decoded form.” EF said, “Weil, 
how did yor do it?” He said, “I have done thia with our 


equipment that we have developed at the university, and I 
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have put jit in the sate and locked it." (This, whole lab wags 
off~+limits, I mean it was 4 reatricted ares. It was on the 
ramnnua, but you cauidn’t get to it. Well-guarded, and had a 


big safe.} 


"And F have left it in the safe last night, and I brought it 
here this morning to show it to you.” Soa, QK. He turned i. 
on. And it atarted. It was music! And he was shocked. And 


Jater on I found aut that the militery had swopped the tape. 
OW. That’s amazing. 


4. Se the only bother thét they have .... they’re in the 


habit of Swopping tapes. 
@. Coding and decoding and seopping tapes. 
fA. Yea, 


@. EF*d iike ta come back to this whole university aystein., 
and your positidan 48 the chancelliar and <uncieears tried to 
develop some program for the university. But before that, 
i’d like to aak =» few more questions. If we may go back ta 
the beginning of the interview, I’m atill interested in the 
circumatances which led you to choose the career which you 


have chosen, 


. =r 
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You said something aed. your father not heing strict, and 
you yoursel? being very studious. Wowid you like to comment 
an thatt Ina way, what I’m asking is fear you to describe in 
as much deteil as yau can give me the circumstances that iad 


you to chocse the particuiar career. 


A. EF was ,.e.. the career. You mean became an enginedér or goa 


and get invalved with ....7T 
@. Yes, ail of them. You know. 


Aw Well... Why T became an engineer was because J was very 
much interested in mathematics, and I didn’t ge after 
mathematics because the job apportunities for a guy who was 
mathnenaticaliy prane, was a nathematician, were extremely 
limited in Iran at that fine. Sa I went arter engineering 
instead. This wae ... I was ...- I never iiked very much 


Biittary .... I mean the colors veren’t there. 
Za Yes, this is «>. 


Az Ib’s mot thet ..2.2. Firat of all, you have to recognize 
that I left Iran in 1959. If yeu look back at the ten or 
twenty years, or the,... I was 17 years oid ... forget abaut 


the firat 6 YearrR peer 12 Years, This 18 paat time .... Ny 
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xecallections apan & period of time Bbetore Messadeqh, through 
Mossadegh, after Mossedegh. And the military wasn’t a very 


eolerfiul thing fer me. 


Firet of ail, my grandfather, after the Second World War he 
wae Fetired at the age af 36. Ha waa sitting home. There 
Were Lota of people wha used te come to cur Aone and visit 
him, but he didn’t have military callera anymore. And wy 


father was .... well, the color wasn’t there. anyway. 


G. I’m sorry, EF’d like toa ask you this question hecause you 
mantioned that hefore. You said it waen’t financially 
exciting: your grandfather, your father didn*i mneke nuch 
maney. But, that*a my question, was it basically financial? 
Hhen you say it didn*t have “color”, that do you mean? If7d 


like to “uncleer>. 


HK. if you looked at the Life of 4... 


oO. What waen’t attractiva to yout 


A. »»- J4ife6@ of a general who is ... Let’s take @ general whe 
tie Living much jater in time, at the time that, for example. 
in the @eariy 1970s or Mig~L370K » and was living essentialiy 
not. on staft position jobs, which are primarily in Tehran, 


but on line position joke, which era primariiy outeida of 
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Tehran. What you find out is this: that you’re a commander 
oF som@ lashkar sarmy division> or something, and the 
biggest house on the premises is yours, and you see a lot of 
respect because the hierarchy ... the pyranidal structure of 
the army and the hierarchy. You will see, a2 the sen of 4 
general, & lot of saiutes and this sort of thing. And 


arecial privileges, etcetera. 


Veli, living in Tehran, caming #esentialiy from a ... My 
father was chanceilor af the military university at thet time 
~- when IT lett Iran. And he was .... Weil, they used ta ceil 
4t Commander of the Military University. Militery University 
>— Daneshgeah-e Nezmami. I'm Living in Tehran, and essentialiy 
that wae 4 staff position, it wasn’t a line position, 
aithough there is jots of tine in it. But the character of 
my father waen’t like that. You don’t see the colors, There 
is ne big caremony and you as the gon or something siiting 


there, enjoying frent-row seats or this sert of thing. 
Q. Se you mean there wasnatt much poms. 
A. That’s right, not much pomp, at thet time, et teast. 
Anyway, I came to engineering for these reatons. and I 


Bteyed in engineering. I went back to mathematicae ta the 


extent. that J could. 
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GQ. Please bagin with your first position, and end with your 
mast recent <*position> in Iran. Go into the chronology 


<“unclesar?, 


A. These are the exact tities that I AeIld. First I ase 
Hetalen-e Daneshgah-e San"atiy-¢ sryamehr “Teacher of 
the Technical University of Aryamehr?, end this is called 


"tnatructsor."” 
QO. So you were hired #2 an instructor? 


A. No, it’s net movalein tteacher>. Mo*‘aiem if not 

an instructdr, @ctually. Wheat HMejtaheds did, he said, “i 
Will not give titles until there is enough university to give 
titles.” Sa he had @sasentialiy one titie for averyboady, and 
he called them mé*‘alem. And then, this was the first 


year, then I became Assoctate Proteascr. 


And then I became -- this is in 1969 IT hecame Assotiate 
Professor —-- in 1370 IT became vice-chairman of the Math 
Department. There were only three of us teaching at that 
ee in the Nath Department -- three Ph.D.a -- of course 


LTHOere Were ow... 


w@,. ALL from the U.S.7? 
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A. Yes. One of us was chairman, one was vice-chairman. 
Then in 1971 1 became in charge of the «- [I became what ia 
called Director of the Office of Planning and Development. 
In i972 T hecame Vice-Ehancellor of the university in charge 
of Research and Development, Planning, research and 
development. There were three areas under my supervision. 
tin ©973 I became Full Professar of Mathematics and Coemputer 
Science. IF fargot something: in 1970 F beceme the 
coordinator of the first graduate program in Computer 


Science. 
G. I’m sorry, coordinator of? 
A. @¢ the graduate program in Computer Science. 


In 2ay7y¢, I became Che’ em Haghan-é Kae" is-e Daneahash 
“Acting Chancellor oat the university>. JI doen“t know what if 
ia in Snglish. Gha*em Naghan-e Niyabat-e Toliyat-E 
. | zrnayre Daneshgahre San’atiyrce Aryamehr. Which is 

Pere like the ... if was Gha’em Haghan-¢ Niyabat-2 

, Foliyat—2 Ozma, and Director of the Esfahan Projyect, we 

| cal Lad it. or the Featfshan Campus Project. In i975 2 became 

Chenceiiar of Aryaemehr University of Technoioay. in i977 f 

became the Managing Director of the National iranien Copper 


Industry. 
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GQ. Now, wouid you please describe the responsibilities 


associated with each position. 


A, OK. Except tor teaching positions, that have 
Welii-detined responeibilities in teaching and reeearch, the 
firat position that I had in Iran other than a teaching and 
research position was Vice-OGhancelior af the Department of 
Nathematics and Computer Science. I was sort of more in 
charge of the students, and 1 was trying ta understand their 
needa, probiems, and these sorta of thinga, and accanodate 
them. If they had a problem they used to came tao me to fee 


Lf they could 4... 
QQ. s<unclear> 


A. There was some element cof counseling, but every professor 
WAH aA -ecunaelior, eeaaentially. We had s department in <7T> 
amd there weren’t that many people arcund as faculty. ff have 
ta tell that the Math Department of Aryamehr Univeraity 
developed from three of us, which was Dr. Anvari, Or. Mehri, 
ane GuewEd, to the, £ would say, the best department amongst 
aathematics and aciences in the country. Ft hag ... even now 
iter the revolution, I think there are powerful peapie 
there; and they are engaged in active research at this time, 


Which is quite interesting. 
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But it atarted with three of ua. There was Br. Mavaddat who 
&lsa was primarily in Computer Science at that time. And we 
were getting help from a large number of other facuity whe 
head an ftnteresti in mathematics. But tater on, with time it 
deveitoned into 4 beautiful Math denartment. If wes primarily 
in the applied ... because of my engineering background and 
this sort of thing, F was more interested in some subjectst 
in analysis and appiication. But there were other people whe 


were In ether sresa of nathematics. 


This was in 1569, and it lasted for two or three years. Then 
i ‘became in therge of coordinating the graduate progren. 

This was the first graduate program that was instituted in 
Iran. It was the first in the sciences and mathematics and 
engineering. It had to do with & computer science progran, 
Which we took people of various backgrounds and put them into 
gc eecanete program, and gave them a Master of Science in 


Computer Science and Atolicetion. That’s what we caijled it, 


Then I became head or director of the Office of Planning and 
Development. I wae primarily responsible for ali the 
avaluation and planning and development of the University of 
Aryaneh:. And this leated from 1971, f think that I beceme 
responsible for that, all the way until I ieft. 4ryeamenr 


University in 1977, sithough the poattion changed. It was 
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essentiailly the same thing, it was just that the job grew 


iarqer. 


i mean, I beceams firat director of the Office of Planning and 
Devyelooment. I was orimarily responsible for academic 
planning and this sert aF thing in Tehran. And at the same 
time I was carrying the ball for Esfahan. Ga I was in ..- 
Hany of the academic planning issues, i was forming the 
cammittes, ad hac committeeas, atc., to study them and nake 


recommendations and this sort of thing. 


Research -- I started the Office of Research, industrial 
tiaiaon with the outside, and elaa résearch inside, which waa 
university research. That alan déevelaped into .... it became 
iater on ... had ita own vice-chanceilar which was in charge 


af each one of them separately. 


Then Esfahan grew larger and larger and larger untii I 
pees in 1374, I became Ghe‘em Magham; I had ail 

fhe sutheority, and I didn’t have te confer with the 
chancellor in erder to do whetever I wanted. i kad aii the 


authority of the chancelior of the university. 
@, How auch decision-making power does «4 chanceltor heave? 


A. The chanceilor has a Lot of ...- First of ail, as I said, 
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if you Look at the university, and look at the types of 
decisions that are to be made, and categorize them in three 
groups. Gne is academic, two ia financial or financially 
related, and three is administrative. Academically, he had 
very general powers. He had no authority in the day-to-day 
operation of & course. Ha had no power in the aperetion of 4 
department untess it was in the form of certain specific 
decisions in which he had heen given authority by the 


constitution of the university, 


Tn administrative, he had ail the power. In financial, he 
had all the power within the framework of approved 

regulations. But administratively he was autenocnous -- he 
na@de his own laws. 2 mean, the laws. -- I appointed a bunch 
mE people, they made a4 regulation. and if I approved it, as 
the chancellor, it would become .... I didn*t have ta take 


it. eisewhers, 


However, the general by-laws, very general, like, for 
example, anything that would artect financial transactions or 
personnel, general personnel, benefita and things like that, 
had te get the approval of Hay“at-e Omana «Board of 


Trustecs>.,. 


if a facuity member wanted te ge abread to a conference, this 


aort of thing, essentially the power wee veated in the 
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chancellor to approve or disapprove because it had financial 
connotations. But so tong as the faculty member wes 


teaching, and thts sort of thing, ... 


He was also a voting member of the university council. So he 
had academic power in the sense that he wes the chairman, and 


voting power in the scademiet council. 


in research he bad all the power, because research meant 
money and administration. And ali the power was vested in 


the chancellor. 


In pilsnning he had ail the power. That means he didn“t need 
te go anywhere to aren a new area, but usually ne would take 
dit ta Hay’at-@ Omana, which ia the Board of Trustees. And he 
would also have te get the program of that department, the 


new department, approved by the Univeraity Council. 


Seo far 9s content of courses was concerned, I think -- 
seaciingerros the smsliest element, cantent of ceurges -- he 
had no power. From what courses to be taught, he had 
essentially very little power. From what program, he had a 
ist of power, hecause he taould initiate programe and get the 
approval of Hay’at-e Omana, the Sheh, the ministry, etc. ,ete. 


-- wheteyer he had to do. 
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@. Gould he eliminate programs, tas, if he wanted tot 


&. Na, hecause the total enrollment in every program had tea. 
get the approval of the University Council. He couldn’t 
eliminate a program, but he could recommend & smailer size, 
with reason, cf course. But the University Council had to 
approve the number of students who would get ehroeiied in each 


4req. 


Then he had very limited power in prometions, in the sense 
that, first of aii, he was ae voting member cf the University 
Cauncil, and he had fo approve every prometion. As 2 veto 
power. I think, when I Look back, he had veta power. It was 


rarely exercised. 
Other than thease, he had. ...- 


Tn sponsoring research, etc., he hed tetal power, aithough he 
had vested his power to the VYice-Chancelior in charge of 
research, and essentisily various committees that were given 
w~ To nean, it would operate withovt him. But he bad the 


power. 
G. Are you telking mostly theoreticaliy or actueatiy? 


A, No, thia dea theoretical. What T am seying ia this ie 
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biaeck and white on the hook. 


MW. Yes. Well, c++. 


A. When you*re talking about the power, it’s essentially one 
4s the actuel power. What ia there? These are the powers 


that he has. 


ad. When you were the chancelior, how much power did you 
heve?zy What couid you implement? What could you dor What 


could you not da? 


A. The point is fhis, that if it was black and white, I 
think F should have been able to implement it. If I didn’t 
implement it, it wesn’t because I didn’t have the power. For 
exanple, the Shah had no nower of black and white in Aryamebr 


Univeraity of Technoaicyy. But he had a heli of @¢ newer. 

GQ. Thet’s what I mean. 

A. There was no written power taat was vested to hir. 
Nothing had te get the approval of the Sheh. Sut there were 


a certain number af decisions that went up, nevertheless, 


G@. Wall, You ace, this is setualily whet I’m after, because 


om the one hand, one can read the by-lews of the university, 
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but an the other, you are the person that actuaily worked 


there. 


A. I don’t think ....,. Let me teil you this thing. With the 
exception of my struggle with HRomiteh-e Refah 

<Committes for Weltare>, which was even prior to me getting 
the position, I just didn*t Like that establishment, and I 
didn’t think the university should gat involved into the 
union form of informal government. With the exception of 
that, whatever I wanted. fT could de. But I had to struggle. 


i had ta fight, I hed to present @ reasonahle thing. 


Of course, the Komiteh-e Reteah was a big struggle, because Tf 
didn“t agree with some of the things they vere demanding. 

And so at the seme time Tf was pressured ta take that up. Sa 
i was proposing something that T reeliy didn’t believe. With 
the exception of whatever was initiated from Komiteh-e Refah, 
whatever iI wanted 1 could do. But,within the black 


and white, I am saying. 


Theat méanea I couldn't change the content of s course, £ 
couldn’t change the attitude of the professar. I esuidnt 
kick eut a professor whe was tenured. f= even cotlIdn’“t kick 
out @ professor that wasn’t tenured! I mesn, that .-.. i 


netn, praetically I did that, and it backfired. 
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Q. funcleari, you see. I mean, you may not like certain 
things that Komiteh-e@ Refah did. How did you deal ... How 


did you solve certain problema you hadt {unclear } 


A. Oh fk was a fight, it was a fight. It was a fight eli the 
tite. The Koaniteh-se Refah, which was formned in 1973 ssc. 
Sorry, it was formed way herore that, probably in iS7i it was 


formed. Or maybe .... 


anyway, it gust ...4. 7 think IT can find a noint which started 
the thing, now thet I think about it. In i371, ona day TF was 
aveay in Andimeashk, doing work there, and suddeniy 1 heard 
thet there was disruption in the university. And I d“epped 
the work that I was doing, I jumped into a trein and came 
evernight, and got to the university. i foufid the day before 
there was @ Clash hetween studentea and the police. And. 
hundreds of atudents were taken in, and the faculty, some of 
the faculty, were heaten-up hecause they looked Like students 


Anyway. Aryamebr Univeraity had very voung facuity. 
Gi, Tou were youthiul youraels .. 
A. F was much younger at that time! 


a, I am sure, in 1971. 
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A. Anyway -- the entire faculty met the next day, and en 





bloc handed in their resignation. That means this was 
the first argenized activity aa a protest to what had 


hanpened. This was the first organized activity that took 


piace. 


Iwas under the impression -- I never knew about it exactiv 
-~ that following this eactivity.... Weil, these sre faéts: 
Prime Minister Hoveida cailed the faculty in, I was appointed. 
Beeeee that by the faculty £6 goa, because I waan’t inveived 
enotionally with whatever happened since IT was in Andimeshk. 
Fowas given the responsibility tz geo and coitect, and find 
out whe was killed, because there wae a rumor that students 
got killed, and ceoliect the students. Because nobody knew 


where they were. 


GQ, Were you on the side of the university? Were vou upset 


about wheat had happened? 


A. Oh, yes, And so i vent and I went te awiieus hospitals, 
beceuse some of them were khadly injured. And I went to even 
-- E got ..., the chancellor got rermiagion, FI went inside 
the prisen and <I collected the kids from there. Many of them 
were released, with the exception of sin reople who vere 
deteined for several months. One of them happened to be a 


_ student. ef nine, and J asked him, "Why did they detain yout” 
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He said, “My tncle is Khomeini.” His name was Ebrahim Hendi 


hejad. 
a, funclear} 


A. And -~- ne comment. He was a very funny man, i remember. 
When 5 went inside the nrison, and it was Zendan-é 
_novachat shabrhani «Temporary police detention center> at 
that fime, he came to me and asid .... He came té the guard 
hehind me, and asked him, "Sir, where is the way out?” IF was 
faughing at that time -- the reat of the peonpie in jsil, and 


this guy ig joking. 


Anyway, thet wae the first organized activity. I heard after 
that, aithough J never had concrete svidence, that SAVAK 
asked tne chanceliior at that tine to axnel a number of 
prefessora. Thet of ccaurse never took piace, because the 


Sheneel ice went to His Najesty. Thet was one of the cases. 
Oo. Who was the chencettor? 

A. The chancel for was Reza Amin. 

A. He went to His Kasey and said that that would just 


deatroy the university. His Majesty approved and everything 


wae rosy. I heard alzo that from then on there was always 
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this aelement of fesr. That SAVAK was Rot ... wanted alvwara 
to prove that the thing they had proposed previcusdy was 
something that was right, and the intervention of the 


chancellor waa not correct, 


sq when KBomiteh-e Reteh was tormed,. vhich was -- the second 
time it was formed was after a number af oronoaticans were 
denied by the committee of the faculty that waa looking st 
promotions. JF was 4 nember af that conmittec, and we 
pronosed very stringent requlations. And then the faculty 
egain collected around several, and they did a coliective 
ection: they walxéd out of the .... They had several 
meetings, and they waiked out of the University Council, and 


this sort of thing. 


Fallawing that, this sort of was the crystallizing element, 
and then the Komiteh-e Refeh was formed and gained more power 
@t the tine that Reza Amin was chancellor. And then later on 
when Hossein Near was chancellor, he was very lenient ta them 
because et thet tame the country was wallowing in funda, and 
-- I mear, they were giving it right and left. And Komiteh-e 
Refeah cauld gain a lot of ground because they were always one 
a@tep ahead demanding something, and the government wae 


responding immediately ariyvway. 


4nd then, when I came into power ~- =F came te the office of 
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the chancéllorship -- the government had changed its poticy. 
Now the policy had changed in {37S that we are not going ta 
give any more raises, intlation is killing the country, 
destroying averything that vas made, etc.,ete. And the 
policy was to stand firm. That*a essentially what Hoveide 
wea seying. Anhd I steod firm. The Komiteh-e@ Retah wanted, 


and we said no. 


and they started going on strike, and this, and that, and, 


weil, it was getting Harsher and harsher. 
G. id you have meetings together? 


A. Gh yes, we were neeting ... I maan (fi -— they were my 
friends, after all. I mean, but we may have different views 


an things, but we were eating together and this sort of thing 


“. 


a. I was yust interested ... 


A. No, if wae ...,. We were neeting. I told them, “Hey, 
tet“s go te this, and that.” Several seople wha were sick, 
and who were part of this Komiteh-e Refiah found this medium 


of Komiteh-@ Refah to eupress their opinion quite well. 


At the aame time, Abdul Hossein Ssmii had hecome Minister of 


4 
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Higher Education, and he Was under the impression that thers 
should he a Kingdom caiied Higher Education. And he the 
King, the throned king of the Higher Education syatem. And I 
: could nat accept thet sort af thing. I didn*t believe in 
dainything autside .... Universities had enough troubie 


already -~ they didn’t need a king te command then. 


OF course, he had .... jIn sé¢veral instances I shovid tell 
him eithough I disagree with him now, and then, and I would 
do at again. S8ut he vas given a ministry with nobody under 
hin. i mean, the MNinister of Reads was in charge of ail the 
roads. FI mean, he was Minister of Higher Education. He 
wanted to become in charge ef all the higher education 


eavetem. And he waan*"t. | mean, he had 4... 


in Hay*at-e Omana “Board of Trustees>, which consisted of 
Sharif-~Enami, Prime Minister Hoveida, at that time, and sAiaga, 
and ..«, then all the other people, all the high people, the 
Minister af Higher Education was the tinlest figure dt the 
corner. Soa he couldnt carry that much weight in front of at 
jeast three ar four Prime Ministers. I nean, diam, 
Sharif-Emami, Hoveida, and Eghbai. These were four Prime 
Ministers aitting there! And what did Mr. Abdcl Hossein 


Sanii want to sey? 


So, Af I wanted an appraval from somébody F would. get it! 1 
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didn’t need him. And the fact that whether © shoeuid have 
another ...-. Anyway, I have @ number of stories of 


opposition with Mr. Abdol Hossein Samii fram the autside. 


My problem with inside the university was primarily with @ 
power-atruggie, 4 difference in philosophy, and it! ... it 
happened. Fhe thing is this, the same problem BU had in this 
country -- I dan’t know if you are familiar with the problien 


ef BU? But there ita &@ court that finelly you ean ga ta. 
o. funclear} the chancellor and the faculty body here at SU? 


A. Yes, at BU. And it essentially was the same thing? 
formation ef a union and the unton declared strikes of the 
facuity. And what are yau going toa do? Well, in this 
cauntry you have a jtegal system that can deciare if a atrike 
i8 authorized or unauthorized. Amd once the strike i's 


unauthorized, well, that’s it. It settles the isaue. 


tn iran, he probienm was these eventies didn’t exiat for you. 
You couldn’t go to Vezarat-¢ Dadgoatari «Ministry of 
Justice> ia geclare a strike that even the country wae not 
declaring in the newspapers -- that such a thing was 
happening. You coutdn’t get a decision made. Naw where did 
you have te get You ge te the Prime Hiniater. The Prine 


Minister calied aome af the guys and gave them wine, boxes of 
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wine, that they teok home. And they were happy with the 
Pyime Minister. They thought the Prime Ministér was gqoing te 


give whatever they want him to. 


But nevertheless, their dealings with the Prime Ninister and 
this sert of thing again estabiished a satronger basis for 
thie intormal structure. Eohad ..e. AL times, the Prime 
Manister was atmost running the show so far as dealing with 
this kind of thing. ‘And F expressed to the Prime Minister: 
“T want out of this job. The reason why I sccepted was ....” 


Anyway, thea wi, 
@. You were saying your remsons Fora... 


A. Yeo, I wanted out of the job because I didn*t want this 
sort. of dealing. I wanted to ..,.. TI theught that the 
chanceiiorship would give me an opportunity to Bbuiid a 
university in Esfahan. It did. And I did that, regardiess 
ot whet was geing on in Tehran, =f built thet university in 


Lay? . 


Just a few days before I was removed from the Chanceliorsghir 
of the university, the university apened. And it ia naw 
known aa Technological University of Sarshan. The word 


Aryamnebhr wee dropped. 
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Danesh Aryamehr Tehran? Well, leat most of its facuity. 

Many of them later got kiiled, and tie students get kilied. 
There was tremendous politicization among the students. Fhe 
Marxists hed the upper hand, finally. But it @esentiailiy 
fell into the hands of the mullahs, and nany people ieft. 

But still it’a a good university, and ia calied now Daneshgsh 


mnpariz . 


GQ. Shari? 


A. Sharif was, I think he was 2 stident of mine, because I 
was teaching some of the big courses. fF den’t know whether 
he was er not, but I think he was 4 student of mine. He got 
killed by his soalleagues who happened to be in Mujaheddin. 


He was a MNujzahed. 


GO. He waa killed py hia own colieagquesat 


A. Sy his own coileagues. Because Hugaheddin ~- fhers wes a 
ivision in the Mujsheddin, end af that tine there wae 
Nerxist Mujaheddin and more Istamic MNujaheddin. And he was 
an Talamic Nuyahed thet got killed by the Marxist. Mujaheds. 
And they -- in erder to demonstrate the oppostion of the 
governnent with Merxista who had the upper hand, at lJiegast in 
nunbera, after the revolution, they called the univerz#ity 


"Shavit ..42 85 8 thorn iriside the eyes of the Kerxist 


a SE ae 
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Mujzsheddin. 


OC. Let me just ask ane more question hefore we end this 
see5ion. You were seying about when you came back fron 
Andineshk, when you went te the prisons, and you found aut 
about ali these students. What happened? I guess this got 


deft out. Bid you go to the Prime Minister? 


A. No. ££: didn“t ga to the Prine Minister. Ff was reporting 
to the faculty. And the faculty and students wanted me to ga 
and find ..., And anyway, I found out. 2 iocated everybody. 
And it was established that nobody had been killad, and 
everybody was oui anyway. But that crested the .... I would 


eaonGider ,zsaaas 


This accurred a few weeks after the group of Siyahkal wes 
found. Sa this was paraliel activity. And iff was probably 
infivenced by fhe fact that some of the Siyahkal Group cane 
fram Aryamehr University, and they had activities and 
arganizetiona there. JI think fhat the first “Marg bar Shah” 
“Death to the Shah> in the modern era was right there. And 
Boa the police want inside the university and just did a good 


job of demoligoching it funcleari. 


4nyway, that was ..., The net product of thet was thig: tI 


teok the siudents heme te their parents. The students were 
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released fram prigon, etc. etc. Then atter that for a few 
months the university was in disarray, until they formed 
Shoray~-e Daneshash <University Council>, and Shoray-e 


Daneshqah reorganized. 


GQ. Was Hay“at-e@ Omona <Baard of Trustees> at all aupsortive 


af your activities in that regard? 


&. Hay”’et-e Omana wasn’t involved. Hay“at—-# Umhana raised 


ali these cid issues that he wanted money for. 


@. You know, what you did was something unconventional. 


fis, @ell, that was ....- I did a ist of uncenvanional 
things. But that was becsuse of my owh selection and because 
of the fact that the faculty of Aryamehr University was 


unconventional. 


@. Thank you very much, 


- 7oQ — 
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Place: Arlington, MA 
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GQ. Dr. Zaxvqghamec, Id like to start by asking you a question 
about, you know, agmin, the Aryamehr University. How were 
chancellors of Axryamehr University selected: And wno were 


the individuacts whe influenced this s@lection? 


A. <= think thet Aryamehr University .,. Now, I haye to 
conjecture ~~ it’s not fectuel. I don*s know, really, how 
they were selected. But I have some clues. It appeers that 
fomehow the Shah decided in 1963 to form a technical 
university that would really be able to generate the 
necessary manpower in the form of engineers and scientists 
Kesnee or his er rer ee program, JI think that was 
the time that the steed mili in Esfahan was. being planned, or 


in the conatruction atages at sone point. 
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So Mr. Behbehanian, who was actuality in the ministry of 
court, told me that the Shah consulted him. And somehow the 
name of somebody came up at that time, which wasn’t really a 
part of the political system: Mojtahedi. Mojteahedi was 
selected. His devotion to Elborz High Sehool wes quite clear 


toe everybody. Somehow they thought he would be the heat one. 


Ti’s a departure from the usual politicization of the 
position of the chancellor which was soa well enmeshed into 
the fabric of Jran"s pélitics. I mean, the chancelior of 


Tehran Univeraity was a highly political man. 


After Moitahedi, the selection of Professor Reza as the next 
chancellor was really based on the recommentafion of Vazir 
Cioum, who was the Minister of Science. at that time Mazid 
Rebnama. Majzid Rahnéame aprarentiy came to know Professor 
Reza. and he was a distinguished educator. And he brought 
him back to Eran and placed him as the chanceller of Aryamestr 
Gniversity. He was nut a member of the political structure 


in fran ifm any way. 


‘the third man that was weteetad asa Chancellor of the 
university was Reza Amin. He came from @ banking background, 
When he waa being introduced -- I wan one of the professors 
at the time -- whens was being introduced, Hr, Alam said 


that ,..-. Mr. Alem was at that time the head of the Board af 
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Trustees -- he brought him and he seid, “I want £6 tela you 
that this qountry 45 all about. I didn’t know the name of 


ft. Reza Amin until this morning!" 


Apnoarentiy Reta Amin at that time was working with Kheradjou. 
Kheradjou wes in the Induatrial Development Bank, and he was 
reporting directly to thé Shah. And somenoaw the Shah must 

have heard of him in ome manner. The Prine Minister reaily 
Gidn’t knaw hin also. I tean, 1 didn’t come from the Prime 
Minister. Ih didn’t coma from the Ministry af Court. and it 
Couldn’t have come fron SAVAK, hecause these are not the Kina 


of people that SAVASR weld have chogen. 


The fourth men that was selected as the Chancelior of 
‘Avyamehr University wag Dr. Nasr. Or. Near J think came ta 
Aryamehr University with the philosophy that he was thinking, 
at ieast, or he had discussed it with various people, 
ancluding the Shah himeeif. And the philosophy was 
essentially maving more toward religian and sort of creating 
a religious environnent, Which ig not a5 foreign ta the 
aeuauees whe #one Fram backgraunda with value systems that 


are more traditidanal and enmeshed into their religion. 


He wae trying te sert of bring the cuiture of the country 
into the university so that the nniversity wovid net be 4a new 


experience totally foreign to the culture of the students. 
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He had beautiful thoughts, apparentiy, but he never reaily 
tried te diseuss it with anybody, and sort of, to selj his 
thoughts. He didn’t work Gn it that heard, although he really 
pushed his way through. He wanted to buiid a nosque et 
Aryamehr University, and this sort of thing. But if never 


materialized the way that he wanted. 


When IF became chancellor, I know that my selection was Hhased 
en a policy that the government of Hoaveida had adopted, and 
had sold the idea to the Sheh. The idea was this: fet va 
nove away Fram the idea cf selecting the chancellor out af 
politicians, and iet us mow go ta selecting the chancellor 


amnongst the facuity themselves, 


Twas a full pravessor at that time, end I was ene of the 
three -- two ar three -- full proefessers. The rest of then 
were in Chemistry, one of them was in Kethematice, ane in 
Chemistry, and T was in Mathematics, but £ had a Ph.D. in 
Engineering, and I had lotsa of experience im adminiatration 


of the university, se F was selected. 


The selection was based on & policy .... At the same time et 
Mashed University they selected Matini, who was alsa a 
professor, #5 the chancellor. and this vent on for a while. 
But net too Zong. They resorted back to selecting 


politicians and putting them as chancelior. Gut at the time 
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TI was aelucted, that was the policy. 
I think that. should answer you. 


gd. Yea. funclearl. I have one folilew-up question 
cancerning Profegear Near’a religious incdiinations and 
philosophy fax the university. How was the Shah’s réaction 


to his appreach? 


Aa. Very favorable. Hea came at one «public sudience at the 
Tnperaal Court> and stood in fret af all of us. The facuity 
ef Aryamehr University was very young. And be said -- well, 
he usually, tn ordér to brihg forth the people he would 
select or nominate, he woauid back him up by expressing their 


views a& his own in front of others. 


So at the public audiénce at Nowruz or somewhere -- the first 
public sudience that Naar was nominated; he stecd there, and 
he sort of lectured to the faculty of Aryamehr Univexysity, 
saying that, “realiiy it’s time now that the estzture of the 
eoauntry and religion of the country be brought Res the 
iniversity and an @nvironment be created which is not sa 
antageniatic, that has to be enmeshed with ail walks of 
lite,” and this sort of thing. ey much like lectures that 


you would have héard from Khomeini afterwards. 
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The idea was expressed that really if Nesr hed spent enough 
time he would have been abie to accomplish 4a lot. But it 
takes a Let of convincing. You can’t wust force your way 
through. And af course at the time Nasr was chancellor he 


Was, confronted with = lot of student unrest and activity. 


OQ. dust that, given the Shah’s commitment to Peraian 


history, I wondered how if ...-. 


A. Geil, he had .... Somebody had sold nim the idea. The 
idea wag this: that a large number or a lerde percentage of 
these students come from shail villages, where you can*t find 
even an @char ferance “wrench? or screwdriver, or 

something ike that. The word schar farance <wrench> 

Io said, because this was the word that was used by the Prine 
Minister at .he time. This quy then comes toa @ university, 
and he suddenivy gets exposed tea the highest level of 


engineering and scientific ideas. 


He’s. removed from hia culture and from his environment and is 
brought to Tehran. In Tehran he’s really prone {7} in the 
middie of the monatrous city with movies that shoved 
primarily from the breasts down. and he looks at bays and 
qiris, Tehrani boys and gisclia, wha couid ge out of dates, 
even. And he bad te accent the environment. And he conidn’t 


~~“ he gouldn’t ecpe with that, Fhe environment wad totally 
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foreign to him. Even sometimes he would teel ashamed of 
gcing and araying, because that wasn”t semething that was 


heing done. 


Somehow there had to he an extension of hia environment inte 
the university. The thought wasn heautiful, actually. But 
nobody attemeted to seli at. Tt was reaily -- wath hindsight 
IT realize whet Nasr had told the Sheh. If mean, when I put 
the entire picture together. He tried to eccompdssh that by 
making &@ mosque, ar this sart of thing. But reaily this was 
4 much deeper thought, and it should have really integrated 
the entire faculty through lots of discussions and this seart 


ef thing. 


I couid have s@en alse thet :f he had evposed the faculty ta 
the idea very pleaanly and clearly, he would have received 4 
iat of epposition from groups that had a Harxwast wey of 
thinking. That*a maybe why he peselliy .... The thought was 
there, the Shah’s backing was there. But it waa never 


inpiemented. 


@. Thank you. Hew would the incumbent chanceilor learn of 


hin removal? 


Aw Ght J believe in most cases he was informed. fn my own 


case, the Prime Minister called -- it was Amouzegar -- and 
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toid me that His Majesty Aas commanded that we sahould after 
you the highest. position, ete, ete. This sert of words. And 
the new chancellor wiil be introduced tomorrow, or today, or 


samebthning Like that. 


But usually, you knew. =F nean, more or tess you knew that 


Oo, How would yau know? 


4A. You krew because you wanted to get the heli out of there. 
Tt was net an exciting gob. Fi was, once you*d became a 
chancellor, such a stressful joh, that .... Hspeciaily 
Aryamehr University was a very tovwgh position. You had fo 
deal with studeat unrest, you hed to deal with budget cuts, 
that at that tine was .--+s.- You needed maney you dadn“t have. 
You needed the cooperation oF the government, you didn’t have 


it. 


The govenment axvpected that chancellors wouid have = magic 
wand and théy would sort of twirl at and suddeniy ali the 


aunrest would disappear. 


On the other hand, the etudents locked at the chancellor aa 
an agent of the government. In fact, sone of them even 


peasgociated words that .... “He must be SAVART or something 
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like thet.” dActusily none af the people I knew of at 
Aryamehr University had any assaciation with SAVAK or 
anything like that. You saw the list, I tela you the names, 


it Sidn*t come up from that source at ail. 


You had to deal with very tough preblema That you were not 
aquipped by your training to déeai with. Nobody gets an 
educatian in America and learns about how to deal wath riots 
in & SUPPYessive government regine, and students wha realiy 
don’t know what the heii they sare saying. if nean, it’s not s 
ever Lt’s & comedy of mistakes and blunders and thas sart of 


thing. 


The student whe is shouting and screaming, when you realiy 
sat down and teaiked to him, tt wasn’t weliticai. He even 
hadn’t matured to have political oppesition at the time. The 
government reaily didn*t have any avenue open at the time far 
Some aart of .... If 8s prebiem existed, through these avenuea 


tt would be resoived. 


I said that the problem of the formation of 4 union by the 
Bal te. Gelb, here in this country you heave got courte that 
can make decisions whether a atrike is acceptable or not. 
Hany of thesé avenues the bureaucracy had nat really 
perfected. In a society where students were naive, young, 


unexposed to ideas, and the government really had prabiema -- 


a 
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they wanted to achieve =a iot ina short tia#e -- canstructien 


@and this end that. Aidt a number of students, and quaiity 


- 2 2 


And then yau wanted, by your own col+:'mant, to establish 
high standards of educetzon, and this. There were a nunber 
of very complex issues in front of the chanceilor without 
thet much in his hands. He dadn’t have anything in his hend 


reaily to buiid with. 


But © suppose that that must be ¢ characteristic of a 
developing country. Ft"’s realiy exposure, ana infiitratioan, 
and finaliv takeover ot another culture and value system an 
the prevailing value system. This transformation is not 
essay. It ¢reates lotea of strain. nd the guy who was being 


mulied from all directions was the chancellor. 


QO. So the renovai of chancellors was pretty much like their 
selection -- Gither mentioned by a peraon or just desired by 


the ShAch., 


A. Oh, usuatiy, either the conditions detericraced, in the 
sénse that there was ...+ It would heave been clear to 
anybody that se chenge would be coming about soon. Or, 
otherwise, Ka would be told. But it was really a pleasure te 


learn about that. 


-« {0 = 
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OG. Buring your two-year tern as Chancellor cof Aryamehr 
University, how many times did you have an sudience with the 


Shah? 


A. = would aay -- By atidtence, I am talking about an 
audience in which I had an apportunity to teik to him for =a 
length of time other than just one or two sentences —-- I 


would say four or five times. 


QO. Ceuid you deseribe some of these audiences? 


@, Ali of these audiences were upon ny own request. 4nd 1 
was toid thet whenever a quy hes ... every few nonths the 
Chancellar of Aryamehr University sheuld have an audience. 


This was told to me by the previous chancelicr. 


I deleyed my firat audience until four months or something 

after EF wes in office. fF went there and -- I remember I had 
a shaky voice, and we had a long distussion. The content of 
that. discussion I ...- =F remember one of them had to da with 


the Raetakhhiz Party, because IF told you ahout that berore. 


Another part of it was = commitment toa the quality of 
education and research. I wanted to sort of estahiiteah a 


basis, that thie ds6 what we are going to da. 
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4&4 third item had to do with strident unrest. I renemher at 
thet time we entered into sn argument abaut the role of the 
Guarda. It was not 4n argument -- = discussion. During this 
@zecussion, the Shah was not ordering me at all. He was 
atauing, and I opposed his views with countererguments. And 
he heard it, and we taiked beck and forth. What © told hin, 


T temember, was what T toid you a few minutes ago. 


T sort of meda ee analysis of the student body, where they 
were coming from. I gave hin statisticeai ac many people ere 
caming from Tehran, so many and from what weiks of iite. Tf 
dave the Shah how F would categorize these students from a 
social point of view, from a political point of view. What 


are their thoughts, by and large, and what are the problems? 


X toeid bim of the sort af a dream that I had -- at wasnt 
ne@ealiy a plan. F said that we had to -- in a country Ishe 
fran, in which we are embarking on a program of education and 
developing industrr at the same time, we can lose relevance 
Very @asily. Relevance in social studies is very Simpie; in 
technical subjects it’s vefty bard. IF mean, thermodynanices 
suppasediy ts thermodynamica ~~ you can*t chande it. ft*s 


tru. 
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But nevertheless, this compilation of courses and this sort 
ef thing can really be directed into gosis that are 
meaningless, because 4s you're creating this pyramid of 
technical skidil in the students, you ave not building this 
pyramid on foundations of an intimate understanding of the 
techniavue. I said thet I would iike to creste a tie between 
industry and the university. And what we should dq.... 

t opposed one of the Shah’s principles ~~ I said © don"t like 
this principle of free education in the way that it was 
administered. F thought in lieu af that we shoudd have 
Bponsora, industrial sponsera. For exanile, verious 
factories would sponsor these students, and the government 
funds, if any, shoavid be directed in 30h a way that the 
indust+y would step forward and say, “ET want these students 


and I wili snonsaor them.” 


if somebody needs noney, he wovid get that sort it 
sponsorship. The sponsorghip would be naterialived in a 
program of direct supervision of the industry on the 
students’ progress, giving them work at the industry during 
ayummer vacationa, or even in a cooperative program. Taking 
hin and bringing him out and reaiiy the student would feel a 
reievance. I mean, why is he taking complex statistical 
mechanics when. there are problems associated with cryatal 


growth that he should have known about? Well, this vould 
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have brought in .... 


And the Shah said, “That is what T meant wher I said free 
education! Write a letter ta me and é@xupleain that.” Sa when 
I got aut I wrote a letter and I explained that this is my 
view. and be sent that with @ comment to the Prime Ninister 
that “this is what I méant amouresh-e reyegan <free 
aducation> at university level shéuld be. Take this idea and 
see what you can de with dt in a more applicabie form. 
Beceuse whet I expressed was primarily in science and 


technoiogy. 


The response that came out was incomprenansibte. f= don’t 
know. It probably went from the Prime Minister te 

Sazman-2 barnameh <Plan Orgeanization?, went all the 

way down to some level, and they wrote beck a letter saying 
oF course .... Ft was a very Bburesucratic answer. The ahah, 
appaxrentiy, when he read the response, he hed all forgotten 


ehout wheat was the ....- 


I mean, the Shah had a very hard time to sasociste fhe 
response with the principle ideas hecause he waa getting 
exposed to sac many different things. Anyway, that aart of 


died. 
We atarted s prégram with two or three induatries, including 
: ae a= 
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a petrachemical industry, Machine Aaziyr-e Tabriz 


<Nachine Factory of Tebriz> ..-., 
G. When you aay “wet +- at Aryamehr University? 


A. At éAéryamehr University. In which we were sending ~~ it 
WHS & cooperative type cf proqram. We actually gave students 
eredit fer work that they would do in 4 group, ih an 
industry, under the supervision of a professor. We would 
send a professer with 20 or 3Q students inta an industry, and 
iet them work there. They would get inatruction thera, not 
oniy by their awn professors, but also by engineers in that 
industry. and they would work there, from very low-level 


work, and they would be roteted. 


That was a relatively succesaful program. Ff I he had the 
opportunity and I bad stayed there, I would have exhanded it 
much further, but .... Anyway, that must have died after the 


revolution aiso. Ft was a very good thought. 


O£ ather audiences F had, I remember one audience that I took 
ws. We discussed reeearch to = great iength, and If took with 
me tir. Sanaam Bakhtiari, who was one of the Assistant 
evezeeneey, er morabi ¢inetructors:, at Aryamehr 


Univeraity. 
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Ue had developed 2 piece of equipment which would have broken 
ali the codes. We showed -- we Just mounted it on the Shahk’s 


teléphone and broke the code automatically. 


He jater asked the Setad-e Artesh “Chiefs of Dhatr> 
4o sponsor research, and they actuality came un with a 
proposal that they would make a whole research center in 
Larizgan For aéding/decoding electronic devices that we would 
deveion, Thet program went ahead until the days I was there 
-- very good. IF dan’t wnow if pou xnow or not, 
coding /decoding devices by Act of Congress cannot be sald ta 
ethsar countries. I might have mentioned that. And that was 


enother .2a4 


In another case I discussed with him another development that 
we head done at the university, in which we had comé ur with « 
way to increase the etficiency of the paykan <¢a cer 


made in Tran> engine. And Khayari supported that research. 


There was icts of research. I tried to always in my 
audiences give the Shah a flavor of what really research is 
gaing to do, and hew should it he directed, hecause the Shah 
Wage ~~ in i968 there was a Ramsar cémference, and the Sheh 
wae againat ena. 95 against research. In 1969, he had 
aocepted that there would be research, He thought that 


yesagearch would be a vaate of time in 1968. At the time he 
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waen’t reaaliy cenvineed that research would be that useful. 


I mean, research and technoalegy and seiences. 


But once I had an audience, I talked to him at length about 
the development of & research center -- a naticohal research 
center gor physics and math@matics, in which we wentid bring 
Professor Abdolsalam, who is a Nobel Prize winner the gat his 
Nobel Prize, FT think, in 121980 or something iike that —— 
Professor Ahbcdolsalam is £ren Pakistan}, and nake an 


international center for research in physics and mathematics, 


This, would be a theoretical center, Prinariiy., Later on, if 
Hay develop inte e non-theoreticali -- experimental. But 
primarily it was theoretical. The purpose of if was what I 
considar maintenance of physicists. I said the community of 
physiciatsa and mathematicians was growing, and you need a 
purpose and you need maintenance. These peopie die aut. 
Their capability fadea very fast. And you heed a center for 


tainteaining their technical expertise. 


So we would bring in excellent physicists or mathematicians, 
and they would conduct 15-day, #0-day seminera, and sort of 
try to crystelize research in these aress. Se you woulda give 


BxpOsOre to your ....+ 
He sent that to the Atomic Energy Organiuatian, and that was 
~ tf = 
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kiijied. It never was 4... His commitment to research was -- 
T mean, it was very hard to canvince him thet, really, 
technical research was meaningful or wes necessary. He 


wouldnt give priority to that. 


7 had another long discussion with him -- always I fad lang 
distussians with him on Esfahan Campus Project Qeveloapinent: 
what we were doing, what was the stage of development, what 
were the ideas behind it, the pnilesophy of the university, 
which was, I think .... And he was extremely interested. He 


would raise questions, and this sort ef thing. 


I recall another time. fF went to him and i saia that, weil, 


in my first analysis of the Students, [ was ..+-. 


GQ. i’m serry, this was after you had became the chencellartf 


A. Ali of these were during the time i was chancellor. But 


this stery is really towards the end of it. 


Tell never forget this argument. IF said, “Im the first time 
that = had an audience with you, I was under the impression 
that there were groups, relatively sizable groucs of 
students, wha have political thoughts, and these policical 
thoughis were impressed by Marxiagm, Harxwist ideas. Since 


then, I“ve head a ist nere exposure and information, and f 
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weuid lixe te teli you that the Marxist aspect I8 just the 
inf¢iFtration of twa or threes people. The main problem is 
religious. And that is realiy .., it’s @ssentialily 


apposition which stems from religion.” 


Iowiitl never forget this aneawer. This was his answer -- Ft 
igs one of the things that T remember. I thought about this 


when DT was in jail for four and 4 haly months, simast every 


day. He said, " Have you passed through Gam?” 1 said, 
“You. He saeaid, “Have you passed there on Sunday? =i said, 
“Yoo.” He said, “Haw many people were lined up cutside of 


that moviey"™ 


THhere’s a cinema in Qom -- it was @normous! fF remember. f 
massed. =I used to go to Esfahan quite frequently for the 
ecenatriuction of the umiversity. There were hundreds and 
thovuaands of peonile whe wanted to get into the movie. This 


ag ig/?. 


fe said, "Right now, about 75x of Iran ia covered By 

television. Whenever they have this movie which is Morad 
Barghi, yaw can’t see anybody in the streets. Everybody 

is watehing television.” Morad BRerahi vas @ show 

that -- it was a dumb show, I think. It was a guy who .-- 


anyway, it was 4 plebian man essentially having probiems and 
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He ssid, “The vaelue-system of Horad Barghi is 

hecoming the value-system of .... {teteonone] anyway, he 
said, “That is becoming a part of the Culture. You have Yas 
(68% percent <«- I dan*’t remember, the number was sonewhere 
hetween two-thirds and threa-dquarters of the countryl] being 
covered by television. Television is changing the entire 
Yalue-structure of the country. Movies are being eatablished 
in every town, every viliega. =F promise you (new, these are 
his words}, in two years, you won’t Reve «a problem, any mare 


a prohiem of religion in this country.” 


in two years time, he was aimost removed bimseit By reiigion. 
But he teld me at that time, “What you are telling me is 
onpasite to all the reports that Ioan getting.” But te 
argued with m@ for 13 minutes on this point. In that 
audience -- I think that audience tock at Teast 45 minutes ta 
ene hour, about haif an hour more than what if shovid have 


taken. He argued pack and forth on that point. 


G. That’s incredible. 9o how long were usualiy your 


Budiences with him? 
A, Between, I think, half an hour te one hour, 


QQ. And how vould you neake these appointments? 
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A. © wouid cali and say I want to come and... 


GQ. Cali His sttice? 


A. Yes. And then they would cail me back and say to came 
fonerrow or come the day after or come the weel: after. 
Usually it was within two or three days, they would givaé me 


4n audience. 


G@. Fo neve one foliavw-up qué@stion. You said that you delayed 


your first audience with him. Why, may I ask? 


A. Oh, 2 was up-taght. F didn“t knew what to say. I didnt 
KnoW.s.as Anyway, there wasn’t any sort of physical reason 


for it, First of ail, IT wanted to have something te say. 


All {hése audiences ,.... Apparentiy Io....e- FI den’t know how 
wee the apdiente of other peapie, buf in all the audiencea f{ 
nad, there was discussion going back and forth. fF remember 
one day I told my father that the Shah started waiking when 
he Wag taikong ta me, aod F walked aiong with him, @eraund the 
room. He used t6 put his fingers in his .... and he walked 


around the room. And I was waiking with him. 


He seid, “You sheuidn’t heave done that’ You should have 
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stayed near the dog: and he would then waik.” i said, "Neo, 


walked elong with him.” 


@. Weli, now I’d like to gét Some description about going 
inte the palace, from the time yau entered the gates until 
the time you’d exit, you know. I would igke vou ta recall @s 


much 3&5 possible. 


A. Of. Ft was in Naavaran, most of them. I would go in. 
The car would take me te an inner court. I wonld get out. 
Or F would walk -- from the outside dear I would walk -- to 
the dmnér court. There was = gate between the inner conrt 
and the outer court that somebody would ask me, “Who are 
you?” 4nd I would say, "I’m such-and-such @ person.” And 


they wouid check fhe name, and = would ga in. 
af. Were you searched? 


A. Now Well, ah Jeast I don‘t recall ever to have been 
seerched. =F would ge in @ waiting room. f{ would sit down, 
and they would bring me tea or acomething. And the people whe 
were waiting, they would talk. I was -~ most of the time f 


WaS up-tight, ao I wasn’t doing much taiking. 


@. Were you at awe in his presence? Were you ....f 


= 27 = 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


ZARGHABEE-3 


4. Ob ves. And then, somebody would say ...- There was 58 
sort of 4 maie secretary that would teil me, “Come in.” And 
tT would go in. And then, on the return, I would ge out of 


the door, go and sit in my car, and get out. 


@. When you were talking with him, were you sifting down or 
standing? 
A, No, I was satanding -- or welking with him. No, I never 


-- Twas .... Gne argument f had with a bench of other 


people, and this was ..-. 


I forgot te teil you about this. This was a group-audiance. 
Tt was fr. Farheang Mehr, and Prime minister Amouzegar, and 
Mr. Ansari, and Nr. Madjiidi- We went te discuss with the 
Sheh. the concept of Hay’at-e Gmana <Board of 

Trustees>. Apparently the minister had convinced the Shah 
that Hay’at-e Omene if not a good way because the seme bunch 
of peopie repedtediy appear on every Hay’at-e Omana. and I 


-_s + oF 


Me. Amouzeqer called me and asked me to go in the meeting. 
And over there I said that these are the concepts. 
Essentially thease are the authorities. I think T even 
prepared 4 document thet I gave ta the dueen, alsa, 


indirectly. Mr. Hofidi and I sat down and prepared that 
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document. 


The document was a division af authorities. What isa 
essentially the right of a student, and duties of 4 student? 
Ghat is the right ef a faculty and dutiés of ee famuity? And 
what is the right of the administration af £hé university and 
what is the right of Hay“et-@ Omana? And what is the right 
of the government? Gi the government who has a right? Ana 
definitely then I drew un essentially where are the 


boundaries af authority and responsibility. 


I vremenber at that time TIT introduced the concent of @ senate 
-- @ Sort of university senate, in which students and 
faculty, and higher .... would be represented there. And yan 
Would heave discussion. Brut somehow those thoughts never got. 


aft the ground, even. 


But tha Shah was exposed to it. That was another audience. 


But it was a grovp-audience: four or five. 


a. When you were with hin, waa there usudiiy a secretary 


presenti? 


A, Nobody. 


GQ. WNebody was present. 
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S,. He would then tell me, for example, “Write about thas 4 
jetter toa me.” If he had to take an action, he would ask me 


— 


to weite = letter. I reamember, I wrote .... 


Gr. he would sey, “Get with such-and-such, auch «a person." 
Gn that thing concerning <the Rastakhiz Party and the 
philosophy of the revolution>, I remember that ianmediately 
Ra“is-e Dettar MNakhsens called mée and saad, “What did you 
discuss with His Majesty? Because His Majesty asked me toa 
orenare 2a farman <decree> for the government.” And fi 

toid him. But anyway, apperentiy the wording of that came 
out of the mouth of the Shah himseif. IF mean dialectic and 


this sort af thing.... 


Qn this .... 2 Had funding preblems. f{ remember f hed 4 
funding problem. There was another audience that I discussed 
aoltely the problema o¢ the faculty with Bin. And he geid, 
"Go to the Prime Minister. Sit with the Prime Ninaster. 
Bugid your Esfshan campus. And I°il ask him to provide eli 


the funds and ask him toa seive the proeblems of the faculty." 


So following that, the Prime Minister almost tack ever the 
tonning of the university. They came, and they sart of had 


meetings between the Srime Minister and the faculty, and tiey 


gave the diesident facuity boxes of wine, and this sort of 
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thing. Anyway, somehow he vanted to huild hausing for then. 
BReceuse he had set up .... The facuity vanted more salary, 
and the Prine Minister had sort of put 4a freeze an increases 
because of the inflation that ensued from the oti revenve 


3TMCYSea Se. 


GO. Aside from questions dealing with the Eaftahean Project you 
deseribe aon tape 1 of the interview, what were the subjects 


you brought to the Shah"s attention? 


A. F gave you ail or then. 


8. Right. Some of these questions may be repested, sa i= 


rPF a 


4. = gave you an account of ail of them, as IF recall. 


G. Right. OK. Now, were decisions made in your presence by 
the Shah? This is wheat T was going tae ask you. You said 
Later on some of the ideas you had never got .--- i nean, he 


would sav, “Ail raght ....” 


5. No, Heo decision was made. What F sew wes €@ very 
democratia Sheh. He never made a decision for the 


government: he always said, “I wiil recommand .-.." 77 “Man 


toariyeh mikenam”™ -- FI wili recommend ta the government te 
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provide the necessary funds.” Orr “Go and talk to the Prime 
Minister." If he bad to make 9 decision himself, he would 
definitely say, “Write me.“ Se FT would have written hin. 


And then the gqavernmant was given an opportunity to reepend. 


I bad one audience with him after I became the Nanaging 
Director of Capper, at which time I taiked about the 
railroad, and i talked about molybdenum and copper; and the 
schedula, and this sort cf thing: But that was no argrment 


even, Th was just Factual -- xénorkting of the progresa.. 

But et the university, every time our argument was factual -- 
E mean, was nmon-factual., It was realiy sittin; and 
dishussing something. Well, not sifting ->- etanding and 
discussing. 

But ali these times he wes alas atanding and waiking. He was 
never aitting dawn when I was atanding up. He waa alac 
etending up. 

G. fie would nméaver hea sitting white you were .... 


Ae Hee 


OG. Interesting. 
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A. Yas. Once he sat, and that was when we were fixing the 
telephone -- bugging the telephone aystem. Ft was unbugging 
the system, Because his telephone wes coded and then we put 
2a device that brolre the cede automatically. And Later on he 
gave us funds to establish .... from artesh, from the 

army, h@ gave us funds toa establish a whole research and 


deveionument Ceater in Electoonics for ccidding and decoding. 


Q@. You said that you found a “democratic Sheh,.” yet when you 
would write him and he would send your recommendations te the 


DBrime Ninister or other officiais .... 
A. They ignored it. apparently. It wasn’t ..-.- 
@. Why didnt they folicw the Shah’s orders? 


A. <i don"t think thet thay feit that they had to. There was 
ere : aves caw 48 Shah that wae ..--.- This 45 ...- What [ am 
talking about is limited expasure. A Shah thet was 
portrayed, especially after the revolution ~- or even in the 


media before the revolution. 


He could have told me: “Nef Yeu have buiid that university 
such and aucht You have to da thist You have to get those 
atudentsa thia or thatf’ He wae always arguing. I remember 


thie argument that we bad about the existence of guarda in 
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the university. He said, “You ere coming .... 2 mé@an, you 
dad most af your educatidan in America. Haven"t you seen in 
fnerica the University Palice is waiking with a gun that Big? 


We ste even not letting these people carry gunalr’” 


7. seid, "Well, this ia the society. I mean, the environment 
is différent.” But we had that ergument with him. And he 


finally seid, “OK. You goa ahead and. do what you want to do." 


@. t's just thet it*s ... You know, it’s baffling te me to 
eee that the Shah would qi.e specific orders, and he would 


even discues them with you, yet they vere not carricd out. 


6. Ob, I think that if you go and .... There are a number 
of waye to avoid a job which ia tough te perform. Giving 
noney ayvay to students ia very easy. Every student should he 
given 300 toman for housing, 200 toman for living expenses, 
and thie sort of thing, is very easy to doa and very easy to 
edmifnister. Re&dily trying to saftiaty needs if very hard to 


do. You have te de ea lot of thinking. 


And I gan imagine that the Prime Minister, ministers, ete. 
were so much entrapped into the bureaucracy of just 
operation, with the number of new projects that were 
permissible by the increased of revenud, therd wasn’t. phet 


much thought going into these projects or into the cost item. 
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OM, Again, seme of these questions might he a bit repetitiva, 
er you have said it in one way or anather, but I’d stili fike 
ta read them ta you funclearl. Bid thia system of 
decision-making, that is, the Shah‘s syatem of 


decision-haking, creste any probleme for you and others? 


4. The only part that. crested a problem for mé is the part 
that ZI talked dbout vesaterday. That was a long time ago, at 
the time of NMojteahedi. Amouzegar went te His Majesty and 
said that the university should qo ta Eafahan, and that“s why 
they could afford neying higher salaries. And just the 
problems .... The decision that was made in the Shah’s 
presence thet. the university should go te Esfahan created 4 


lot. of headaches for me. 


But that was really aAmouzegar’s thevghts end this sart. af 
thing. But the Shah was aise committed to decentraitzation, 
and fhe .... Anyway, s¢ Far aa I remember, these were the 
only ones. There were 4 couple of minor deteila thet created 
ee oe eee for me because other people had audiences, But Tf 


Wrote back to His Majesty. 


Y¥ remember a friend of mine, abbas Fazeii, had a laboratory 
called Micrachemical and Siochemio#i Research Center of 


Aryamehr Univeraity. He was working primarily on 
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fermentation 48 4 process for making protein. And somehow, 
somebody went to His Majesty and. said that this center shouid 
become independent. And tiie Shah sent a letter with a 


recemmendation: see what you have to de, 


And I wrote back, and I gave the exnidanetion that this is not 
wise, I eaid in a university that research .., if research 
ig cut away trom teaching, it loges .... in a developing 
country, it loses ita meaningful existence, I wear, we have 
a limited number of people, and we have to use that. We have 
to expose the students. It’s not the research of Fazelli 
which ts of iamporteance te us. It ia what it’s going te da on 
the youngsters who sre realiy working around the research 
leb. They get interested, and they go intea these areas. 


Tt’'s the future implication af them. 


find the Shah immediateiy bought it. He seat a letter te the 


Beat SE and said, “Thia ia the right Way of doing things." 
GQ. The way thet you had suggested? 
4. Yes, 
q. And was it followed? 
A. BER: The whele idee was dropped. 
-~ $1 - 
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There was anothet contractor that wrate him that said that I 
hadn’t made 9s claim .... that the university hadn’t paid him. 
Net the contractor -- the engineer who was cloae to the 
“Queen. And tha Shah sent the letter to Saznan-e 

Bearnameh «Plan Organization> and m@ -- weil, not me, at 

that time Nasr was cheancelior: “Why don’t vou pay peoples 


monewt** Cunclear } 


It was very funny -- I didn’t know thet guy was “people.” 
Anyway, TF remember that IF said, "FI can“t da at." I went te 
-- aven at the time I was vice-chanceliox I was in charge of 
the Esfahan Project, and I would report directiy ta the Board 
of Trustees. F said, "I won’t de it. I can’t do it. This 
guy -~ in my fudament ...." F declared my judqment. Anyway, 
the Board of Trustees said that Mr. Madjidi was «Director af 


the Plan Ordqenizetion>, and that he should take over and 


study it. 


Mr. Madqidi tock over and studied that. Agatn the letter -- 
he wrote 5 letter “6 the Shah thet these guys .... Anyway, I 
think somehow Nr. Madiidi decided t4 gave him the money, And 
they paid the money -- they ordered me to pay the money. 


Now, this 1m ..s 


I brought the cantractor to my room -~ the conaulting 
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engineer, I meen he was an architect. ff brought him to my 
roon, and IT said, “"Leok, I can give you this noney, But I can 
aqguesve this money aut of you in the future. Now I propose 
that you buiid for the wniversity an Architectural 3chool.” 
He eaaid, "But I need the money nowt FF have run over ---. 17m 
going to goa bankrupt! This! Thati" JF said, “Well, it’s nat 
my fault that you went and bought « whole new buitdingt" ; 

He said, “But if FT hadn’t got a new building, I wauidn*t be 
abie to put up ali those people that had to develon the plans 
for the university.” Anyway, he wrote a letter that, “i 
would like to contribute 8 million tomans to Aryamehr 
University for making an Architecturel Seheel.” Gr & miiftion 
tomana. “And this can be deducted from my fees, gradually, 


from now until such-and-such.” 


Anyway, we paid the money, but ve deducted that money 


gGraduaity. 


a@. In the previous saé¢a¢ion you mentioned conflict between 
the chancellor of Aryamehr University and the Ninister of 


Higher Educaton. Could you describe a few of these problems? 


A. The problem was this: that the Minister af Higher 


EFducation Wanted fO «sees 


iy Seen ee 
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2. Whoa was the minister? 


4, Abdul Hossein Samii. 


He wanted ta have some reason for ex#istence. There were 


universities in Iran. 4nd there were sort of ... 
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There were centers of highér education. The Ministry of 
Higher Education had ca;trol over centers of higher 
education. For example, it would appreve the formation, if 
Would anpreave the program. Howeyer, on the universities 
thenselves, private universities, like Aryamehr Universatty or 
Pahlavi University, it had no contrel. I believe that the 
mrometion of faculty vas something that was being aporoved by 
some sort of & coordinating committee, or samething iike 
that, at the Ministry af Higher Education for pubiic schools, 


but not for private echools -- private universities. 


The tiivate universities and .... First of ail, since he was 
weer EVGN when I became chancelior, he was not intraducing me 
ta F . Hajyeaty. My antreduction was done by Mr. Alem before 


the Minister of Higher Education. And the Minister of Higher 
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Education then introduced Nr. Matini, who at the same time 
Khecane chanceliiar -- and Mr. fatemi -- of Nashhnad University, 


and Mr. Fatemi, who became chancelioer of Farah University. 


This was .... Well, glac there was a problem with .-. that 
the Hinister of Higher Fducation had with Heytat-s 

fmana <Board af Trustees?. Hay*at-€ Omana of Aryamehr 
University consisted of Nr. Eqhhai, Alam, Hoveida, and 
superministers like Amouzegar, and Ansari, and Madjidi, anc 
several other peopie. This was a very powerful group of 
people, And the Hinister ef Higher Education was the tiniest 
guy who would sit at the end of the table. Af one time there 
Were even two members of the royal family in that: Faetemseh 
Pahlavi and Mrs. Biba. They were members of the Hoard of 


Trustees, 


iz J wanted fo approve something, it was very easy for me to 
geo and actualiv talk to several people, and e@ak them te pat 
their weight behind it, and it would go through. And that 
would have created a heit of a problem for the Minister of 
Higher Education because there would be similer demands from 


other universities, 


Under the pressure of the faculty, I had to bring # number of 
things, although I really myseif understand the position of 


the Minister of Higher Education. But I hed to get then 
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thraueh. F mean, when you have problems, thet’s what 
happens. The Minister of Higher Education had a prohlen 
fecausea it wean“t involved with any mart of npianmning. He 
wasn’t plannang the higher education system. He wasn’t 
inveived with administration. He even didn’t heve authority 
on the budget. He didn*t have authority te select the head, 


or anything. 


Sa, the main question: Why the heck am I here? Naw, the 
Same guestion I think in this country the Secretary of 
Education is asking himaeit. Same part of .... The good 
planning and study part of the authorities of the Hinister of 
Higher Education was invested into 4 He“ asseseh 


cinstitute>, which was called Mo’asseseh Tahghighat va 





“National Institute for Research and Planning of Scientific 
Training end Reaearch>. The peaple who were directorea of 
that never reeliy renorted te the Minister of Higher 


Fducation. They were pretty much indevendent. 


T renember the first. head was E*’etemad. And then, after 
B’etemead, Mehran, Alireza Méhran. and after that. Ehsan 


Naraghi. They were the directors of thet center. 


They were deing aone educational planning. But orimearity it 


wae in the form of coming tp with concepts, They came up 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


ZARGHAMEE--¢ 


with «a few beautiful toencepts. One was the azad 

‘agers University, which would have had hundreds of thousends 
ef gtudents all throughout the country. They cane up with 
tye concept of the universifiy in Hamedan, at the time of. 
E‘etemad. Ehsan Naraghi meved more toward the direction of 
trying to understand what is really ailing @ducation and 
research in the country. And he 5Sroeught together 4 vhaie 


bunch or groum of people tea talk -- sit down and talk. 


Anyway, there were a iaot of good things, at Least 
intellectuelly interesting things, going on. But the 


Ministry of Higher Education was removed from this. 


Q@. id the Minister of Higher Education heve contrel over 


thia?t 


AL. Met too much. 


A. So the minister wanted ‘o establish .... F mean, he said, 
"Ef I’n in the pesition of coordinating, I would like to he 
able to coordinate.” The first thing he started to do was to 
remove the Board of Trustees. Removal of the Board of 
Trustecs meant to the universities, easentially, lack of 


autonomy. Beceuse then you had ... essentisily you were 
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under some inprt of direction of .... And I think it would 
have taken initiative out oF Ra*is-¢ Daneshgah 


(Chancelioer of the university> te salve some of the problema. 


Theat’s the fause of .... Otherwise he’s a gentleman. I iike 


hin. 


@. Please deseribe the social clase of the students and 


faculty at Aryamehr University,. 


4. The social class af the atudents is like this: 
approximately BOX ef the students were Tehrani, and S505 came 
from other towns. Some of the provinces neyer contributed 
nuch, except one or two, te Aryamehr University. Aryanehr 
University was teking the best of the technically prone 
atiudents. =F wasn’t amazed that Sistan and Baluchistan, 
banader cports? were provinces that never 

aontrs pubes But then, later on, I found aut thet Kermanshah 
waen“t doing go wWweli, @ither. I mean, the point was this: 
sone of the wealthy provinces even were amongst those that 


fever contributed. 


A large group of the students whe were not Tehranis were 
coming from essentially Nashhad and Esfahan. The students 
who wera coming from Esfahan were extremely religious. And I 


think thet they played an extremely important role in the 
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revolution, these atudents. Studentsa wha were coming fron 

Mashhad -- siso camposed a large number of satodents -- they 
were alao amongst extremely active students. There was @ 

whole gqroun of students whoa came from Kermen, wha @lac were 
active: 


t 


Now, when I am saying “active,” it means that they were in 
what I considered terrorist groups. And they got kilied or 


were executed or samething of that nature. 


Other than these e*remely active groups ~~ and these groups 
cane primariiy from a certain number of femilies. I mean, hy 
their last names, you Knew: “here we go ageint™ Yau are het 
going te see this guy for tong. They came from, say, af that 
tine I vould say altogether 15 or 15 families. And you hirew 
that this guy isa the couHin of the guy ... this is hrs 
brother. And the brother got killed, ao the next brother 
would be next in line, etc.,étc, IF mean, the whole family 


was, like that. 


And after the revolution, you saw somé of these femilies, 
like Rezei, had contributed ... had given, 48 they said atter 
the revolution, tens of shahid <martyra> from that 


family. 


Anyway, these were essentially the spread, the geographic 
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aspread, af the atudents. 


From @ sex point of view, they had ... we had, F think, about 
»~»e initially, I think, when the university was Founded, 3%, 
and toward the end, 15% of the students were women. Student 
body. New 19% in areas like matallurgy, and electrical 
engineering, and this sort of thing, ia relatively good. i 
Mean, you compare with even MIT -- they go hand aver heel te 
find a girl to bring toa WIT. Ewen if you’re a B-student, and 
you would never have a chance as a boy to enter MIT. if 
you’re femala, you qo in. Soa, we aré@ talking about a very 


high percentage. 


a. funcieari . 


&. Yes. From eae class, if IT cen cali it chess, from the 
financial background of the families of these, samewhere 
around Ss were coming from professional, but 3Ox from 


white-collar employees. and the rest from biue-collar and 


Now, the numbers I am quoting you are what 18 appraximate in 
my mind. I have performed thia atudy, and it is reported in 


various documents in iran. 


G. So there ere sctuel atetiatics ahbaut the agocial 
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background? 


A. One of the deacuments that I srepared, which contsined the 
phiileaophy of the Eefahan University contained esaentially 


tne mix of the stidenta. 
Q. De you know where one can get hold of a copy? 


Aw Welt, one of the guys wes the e@ex-Niniater of Higher 
Education before thia guy took over, Fazel, which is right 
now, Waa @ guy who wes 4a atudent of mine. His nana is 
Mehenmad-Ali Najyafi. He was at Esfahan University. And if 
they hKaven‘’t destroyed averything with the name of fhe Shan 


on it, thet document should be avaiiabie,. 


GQ. Would you say that the students from the provinces were 


nore politidcaliy active than afudents from Tehran? 


A. Yeo. Yes. It was the activiem .... The students .... If 
I categorize the students inte four categories, and the four 
categories are in accordance to whether they are socitsaily or 
peychologically alienated or not.... Sa, there would be one 
group that’s neither peychologically nor socially alienated. 
And one group that. would be either paychelegicaily or 
agcialiy, and a group that would be neither/nor ftrather, 


“both -- ed}. Anyway, you see what I am talking about. 
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Most of the students trom Tehran fitted in a category that I 
would consider rarely psychologically alienated. 

They may have social slienation, but they were of the tyne 
that wauld came and sit with you and talk, and say, “Hey, 
this country is worthless!" and i would say, "Why?" 4nd he 
would say, “There*s suppression, this...." He would not 
hesitate to talk te you, and to axpress His opinion. He 


would have a Leadership. 


The peonlie wha were coming from the villages, they had 
paycholdgical alienation. The source of the psychological 
ali@nation was, I think, a value-system problen, or whatever. 
And the paychoalogicai alienation either résulted in somebody 
who wags aiso socially aitenated, and sort. of he wouid Dé a 
withdrawn person, Gthéerwise, they would be people who would 


Kecome terrorists. 


And these people, who were psychologically aiienated and 
socialiy alienated, they became .... they coalesced with 
these who were juat socially alienated, which expanded 
rapidly in i979, and sort of comprised the entire country. 
But after the revolution, those who were paychologically 
alienated setualiy destroyed the sociaily alienated and 
psychologically GE people. It’s amazing, but at that time, 


my interest waa really to find these paychalogicgaliy 


L 
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Slienated people and try to do something far then. 


Tt wasn’t the socisliy alienated. ff mé@an, most of ny 
Btudentls were soctaily alienated. And siso the facuity was 
seciaily aliensted. That was ,.. Zocial alienation waa not a 


Problem in tran, 


GQ. By sociel .... 


A. ft mean, you were criticizing the government. Yau didnt 
dike the trend. You may have had Marxist ideas, or whetever. 
That’s the .... Psychologicaily alienated is the guy whe 


actuaiiy picks uo the guns and goes and kills sonehody. 


How, you can be aociaity alienated and lead inte an uprising, 
but most of ‘these peopie..., I knew one of them fhat got 
Killed -- he didn’t use to teik eat aii. He waa adem-e 

__ eenplere boud she had complexea>. And then -- hia nene 
wes Oloumi -- later on, I read about hin, thet he was one of 
the terrorists, and thie sort of thing. SBnrt he wouldn’t pess 


as # terroristi He was #6 naive, SO sree 


Tt was obvious ~-+ none of the terrorists or heroes, iater on 
-- terroriatea of the previous regime, heroes of this regime 
~~ wera OF peeplie. The guys who were OF -- they would teaik, 


they would even go to prigen for two or three menths, But 
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that imprisonment of this group af peopie by SAVAK was 4 mig 
misteke, because they would get there, and then become 
@iijaensated osychologiceliy aise, through discussion with these 


aor 2 


But essentialiy they -- the psychologically aitenated -- were 
more ~- what I laheit as paychologically aitenated -- you can 
Jabel it “X," I don’t care, Fm net a paychologist to pe 
able toe put such 4 label, but it’s in my view. Anyway, the 
peonlie whom I describe, they were primariiy religicua 


activists. 


GC, 46 of when did you sense that anti-regine séntinents were 


developing among the students? 


A. Anti-regime sentiments were always. there. 1t wes 8 pert 
of .... The same guy who would oppose the Shaan on religious 
grounds, I know that on graduation he would have a glass of 
Whiskey in his hand, and a bionde or brunette or something 


next ta hin. I mean, come on, it was a way of life. 


in Iran, everyhody was anti-regina. Including the Prime 
Ninister himseli. They would sit down and criticize ~- 
whenever they had a whiskey in their hand, they wouid 


eriticize. 
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G. Were you ever in any of their sésaiona't 


A. Gh, many peonle used toe criticize. Come ont Haif of the 
quys here, who are now eaegsinst Khomeini, they were ~-- at one 
time, they said, “Oh, that’s nice, to havea the revoiution.” 


Fell never forget, I waa once aittine somewhere, relatively 


recentiy, and © asked -- this was right immediately after the 
revolution -- and many peoole ware giad. And when I asked, 
“What do you think was the cause of the revolution?" and 


they cane out with such stupid remarks. I meen, I can’t 


tmagine. 


The guy whe was, for example, in a depertment of Tehran 
University, and another feitiow in the same department 
haphened to become @ minister. Now, that was the cause of 
the revolution. Because they didn*t come and give @ position 


to this guy aiao. If mean, thet was .... Come on, «ees 


There was a study made in 1970 +-- I’ve got this paper. 
Somebody from here came and actually measured an index of 
cyniciem. And that waa ac high. I mean, you .., the 
people who were really the foundations of the regine were 
eriticizing. Not because they were opposed ta the 
government. They had ... @verything they hed was from the 
government -- thats why when the revolution came, everybody 


wae in the boat. You didn’t have anybody standing on the 
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ather side, next to the Shah. 


The Shah was left alone. All these people who really fed up 
to here from the Shah’s regine, they became opposed. “Oh 
Yeas, Wwe opposed these sons of bitches for 4 lang time. We 


have been criticizing.” 


Q. So, @¥er Since you remember, the students were 


anti -regine? 


A They were anti-regime in a sense, But it would tede cut. 
The same guy whe was anti-regime, ..-. Im 1950 ¢i350>, there 
waS 4 dguy called Ashja’, a student. He ~~ new, I’m not sure, 
either 1950 «15503 or 1949 <13249> -- was condemned te life 
imprisonment. And be had friends who later on @ither were 
killed or were something, or they became terrorists. The 
Shah came toe the university. They were killing themseives to 
go next to the Shah and take a picture! The Shah went right 


in the niddie of the gredueting class. That“a .... 


The opposition to the Shah was symbolic of an age, and we 
gecepted that in the undversity. The same guys would find 
enplioyment, and.... Come on, Look at the ministerat The 


ginisters of Iran were all student Leaders. 


O. That’a vight. funcleari you were saying that they didn’t 


x fe 
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change their minds se much about being opposed to the Shah’a 


policies. J get tha impression... 


A. OR, tf was ... You are saying that whether it was 


founded, the opposition to the Shah ...T 


OD. Welt wsaoas 


Aw The apposition to the Shah primarily hac one or two 
roote, always. Une was zust suppression, politicel 
suppression, I mean, this was ea guy te ..... If you wanted 
to shout -- and sometimes you want toa shout in the middie of 
-~ =~ mean, i want to shout in the middle of the street. Se, 
the only one you could curse was the Sheh. That was the 


highest authority you couid curse, anyway. 


Sm the students were opposed to the Shah because of the 
political atructure of the country and because cf corruption. 
These were the twa main themes. Heyond that, the crfticisnm 
thet they were saying, really, they didn“t have eneugh 
information, for example, to criticize the educational 
system. You newer had ... exposed the masses to the 


intricacies and problems of the educational system. 


lt waa -- if you read the news, if waa “Hie Mayeaty went 


today, and apened such 2 place, or visited such a piace.” You 
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never had content with why ... where We are, what we are 
doing, what ere the policies, what are the problema. The 
prebiems, policies, procedures, and ... or néw innovative: 
echemes were really hidden to the public. And stiii, EF think 


that still nobedy knows what happened at that tine. 


G. Yes. it’s very funclear!. How did you Learn of the 


students” poiitical sentlimenta? 


&. F hed students, a iaxrqe number of students, IF would .... 
Iomean, my iife was in the university, and IF talked to then, 
and 3 had students whoa were .... 8 couple oF my students who 
were imorisoned, and this sort of thing. If was intimately 
involved with the students, and I knew afi their politicel 
thoughts . They would come and discuss it with me, or thas, 


or that. 


There were a group of students, for exenple, who came io ne 


in 1949, and they said, “We want to publish @ jyournai...-" 


Ge. 27m sorry, 1949, you said? 


&. Sorry -- that would be 1370. They seid, “We went to 
publish & iournal.” A few months before that, we were ai ca 
Court. ceremony}, and the Shah said, “TI have ecoeme to believe 


thet one of the thinge that i@ holding bach this country is 
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censorship. And now that we are embarking on a path of 
industrializetiaon, ete¢., we have to develap the people. And 


we have ta stop censoring.” 


And he came toe the university the sane year, Ahan Azar Day. 
He asid, “Isn*t that funny, that this university & few days 
sqo had unrest, and the subjeet was apposition te the 
increase in the pricte af busses. And « few panes oft glatsa 
were broken. Now, doa you really expect thet if youn nut a few 
thousand students in 4 university, and you suttocate then, 
and don’t let them exnress their opposition to an increase in 


the price of the busses?” 


I mean, he accented in that statement .... That statenent is 
elassical. In the same discussion that the Sheh hed with the 
etudents, he spoke for an hour and a haif, without even 
knowing Bhat he was going to talk. Of course, he seid, “We 
are negotiating to estabiigsh OFFC and increase .... get our 
share of the oil.“ But at that time he said that there is 
nothing wrang with student activism, and the doors of 


censorshin should apen. 


So the kida came to me and said that they want to open the 
doors. I seid, "Yee, go ahead.” Soa f£ went fo the 
chanceéiior. I was at that time Ha“ayen-2 Paneshkadeh ¢ 


Riyazi, vice-chairman of the Math Department. So £ went 
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to the chancelior, and I said, “The atudents want to write.” 
He said, “Let them write. But teil them ...." That was the 
inpression he gat from the Shah. "But fteli them they have to 
find a faculty (member?}, and work under that facuity 


(member? . 


So FT teid the atudents. Fhey said, “What ahout pou?’ TT 
said, "Noa, mo. no, IF an busy up to here. Go find somecne 
eise."” They went, and nobody, none of the tfacuity, 
volunteered ta work with these kids. So the five or six 
kids, they came to me, and said, “Nobody wants to work with 
us." T said, “OK, since it’s so important to you, I*°li cron 


same of my other work, and 711 do thet." 


T seid, “Write your articles, give them to me, and I*ii da as 
littie of censorshin that IT can. Let’s estabiish some rules: 


don’t curse the Shah, don*t do ... ™ 


My Ged, they went end brought back articles, seven or eight 
articles, that were, seme of them, well-founded, and were so 
bad for the regime, there was no chance 1 could fe 
published. TIT teok. ali the articlea to the chancelior. f 


fr 


said, “Hey, we can’t pubiieh these?. 


CQne of them had done en analysia of land distribution and all 


the profiteering that took place by certain individuaisa, and 
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the effect it would have on poverty, and this asoert of thing. 
But you coulidn“t heave published that sort of thing in Iran at 


that time. Kegardiesas of what the Shah said. 


So, anyway, we diluted that, and we pubijshed the firat 
jaaue. The dey after, ... we nade 1000 copies, and if waa 
gold in hait an hour. And, anyway, the next tine the 
unviversity .... Within two or three days the university was 
in a turmoil. Not for this reason, because it was cloas ta 
the Twenty-five Hundred Anniversary, and it was .., after ... 


T talked about that. 


fund after that, all theses five or six people wha 
marticipeted, excent one of them, was put in prisen. So that 
ahowed how much ceénsorahio fhere was’ But the Shah was 


saying that. 


OG. Were there atudents on the other ent of the pola, whe 
were interested in, you know, the ideas thet the Shah was 
propagating? Were there students interested, who’d wanted ta 


have § newspaper praising the Shah’s regime? 


& The word “praising” ... urless you find unification ...-. 


— 


1 an 
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Tepe Noi & 


@. ir. Haroghames, I wanted to ask vou f?i cuestiuns 
funciearl, béeiocre we were cut off. Were theie students vhs 


Wented £o write a Newspaper mraising the thah’s policies? 


BR. I’m Sure that there vere students whe were tpro-regqime ar 
did not feel any danger rFrrom the dixvection and the speed at 
develorment af Tran and aii the political connotetiomsa of it. 
Howevér, if @ person doas not feel a danger, he as apt te not 
do anything. In other words, I ..-..- The polttteal system in 
Iran did nat ey ae not go that a person had to réally _s @ 1 i 


anything, or detfeng anything «- the detense of the ideas of 


the Shah was made by the Shah’s regime. 


And the cpen environment waen*t there, so thera wae na 


threat, As a rveault, vou didn’t have too many atidentsa who 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


ZARGHANEE-5 


wouid stand up and be counted aon the side af the Shah. 


it the system vere more oren, I would imagine that there 
wouid have heen peaple who would want to stand up and he 
Counted in that regard. But tne need never arose. If 
anybody screamed, there was the danger of getting taught hy 


: SAVAK. I mean, this was here danger than real oppositicn. 


However, there were oppositions amongst the different 
factions of the dissidents. if mean, there were peonie whe 
hed more religious ideas, 35 opposed to Marxist ideas -- they 
Were always fighting with each other. But the fichlLing was 
conducted in auch @ way that it was teaetally obscure to the 


government. Bot definitely there were .,. 
G. onpasitions... 


Ai. eer & number of occasicis in which the coouesitions 
Fought, and fought harahly. in fact, F remember that Sharif 
Was a student who -- of Aryamehr Univeraity -- and he was a 
nembexr et Moyahedin, he was very much relagious, and he 
oppesed the creeping ... Communist idea in the Moyahedin 


organization, and he vas eventusliy murdered by Mojahedins. 


dd, Realiy? 
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A. Another student was pushed trom the fourth tloar at the 
dermitory of Aryanehr University. He smashed has, head on the 


asphait and was Killed. 


OW. Who pushed him? 


A. Tt was never known, although there were students sround. 


They @ven never coorersted to the extent of finding who did 


it. But it was definitely -- this incident. like the kiliing 
aY Oharit -- was politically motivated. 
GW. When you say tojyanedin murdered him —-- haw did they dea 


that? How did they murder him? 


A. Well, they teok ham 4... Sharif was taken ... well, 
there was a guy, another student, called Shahram ... He 
Waen’h ..-. I don’t selieve he was a student of ... Shahram 
#25 his Last name. Shahram was not a student af Aryamehr 


University, snd he was pushing for Marxist ideology. 


And Sharif wes a student af daryamehr Universitiv, and he 
eppoted the erdeping Kearxisam, because ..4.. and alao the 
decision that was being made at that time by Nejsheddin to 
abandon the ialemiec foundation part and go.,.more and more 
lean toward Maryvism because they somehaw félt the danger of 


leaning too much teward Ialam -- the danger that finelly 
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happened te them. if mean, the thing would fall wltimstetiy in 


the han s of mullahs -- ar exiremists,. Isiamic extremists. 


And theretore they thought that sometime in the 1970s -- 
early 1970s -- was the right tame toa davarce from the Islamic 
Brincinies and tean more and more toward Marxwism, This feced 
een. this idea faced an oppesition .., among same of the 
factions in fhe Mojahedin organization. And one ef the 
SuLSspoken members was Sharicg, who wae murdered hy Shahram anal 
others. This hecane quite clear after the revocitutian, when 
Shahram was imprisoned by the regime immediately after the 


revyoiyiien. 


@. So no charges were brought aqainst anybody? 


Ae Well, they coulan’t .... Well, I don’t Know ..., Noa, 
charges were not Frought against Shehram, at least it wasnt 
Anewn to the regime whe had done tt. They knew that it wae 
an action of Sazman-a& Mojahedin, but they didn’t know wha hed 
dane gf. if they would wena found Saznan-2 Moaraghedin members 
-~ I mean, fop embers -- I think they would have inprisoned 


oy killed them anyway. 


fA. funcleari 


A. So, whether it was for the murder of Sharaf oer net, that 


= f- 
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would Fe Inmmatarial. 


@. Whach of the Aryamenr University stucdents who ware later 


in prison ar executed did you Know nersonalliyt 


A. f= think that there wes one Btudent that fT knew personally 
in the sense that Ff was his tacuity advaser, and there were a 
number of them who were in my classes, and I .&knew only their 
faces. The one that I knew persanaliy was -- Ff think has 
nane Wee Olcuni -- TF know that he was imprisoned. 

There was another ttudent wha was not a member c* Sarman-e 
Nojya4hedin. he wat Just an cutapoken critic of the regiwe -- 


has name was Eterat. And he was imprisaned -... 


Q@. Sorry, what was his name? 


A. EErSat. He was inprisened for several yeara. 


Thera were a2 large number af other students wha were 
Ampeyasoned far sharter time periods. There were ... SmMoncat 
them is Ebrahim Hendine,ad, who was in prison for a few 
months -- and I knew hin relatively well. He ... was niece, 
or nephew of Khomeini. And there were ¢thera whe were 
nenhers af the Nojanhedin organization or they were 


compatriots of ... not necessarily an active member, but they 


~ SF = 
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head ... stpporting feelings toward then, 


iowould say alteagether If prebebly knew ahcut ten of sach 
Pereons, wha were Gather amprisoned or Kalledc.... I am Just 
thanking ebout the name of €@ person wha wes Kermani, and he 
went to ... he carried a homb to the Kenrosh Department 
Steere, and semnehow the bomb exploded in his hends in the 
bathracm ... i think he may have heen hesitant whether toa 


place ~.. Blant that bomb or net. And findily he was 


gevereliy dGamaged, snd imprisoned afterwards, 


G. Could you describe some Gi these indavaduaist I mean, 


ituneleart 


A. S8y and large they were nat outspoken. The ones that -... 
Loam Specifically referring fa the terrorist members of the 


Moyeahedin or Fada”“ayan. 


Farst of all, Atyamehs Universaty didn’t have ... F don’t 
thank that they head a lot of members of the Fada“ayvan 
organization, Whatever ... Whoever I knew there were 
Belonging to the Mojyahedin Groganization. Ey and large, -.. 
they Were ... introvert ... they did mot mingle wali wath 
other Students, even. They rerely attended class, st least 
toward the end of the time of their cacturé. IF mean, 


Olouni*s Firat year meybe he was = Of stedent, bot Later an 
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he became ... you felt a depression in thesar ...4, oF 2 


depression teeting in thezrr attatudes., 


They were very much @aqer toe peas the courses, sc they came 
toward the end of the course, and they wanted te get 2 grade, 
and take the exama, and this gort ef thing. And fT had the 
polacy that F wanted ta see the student all threugh the year, 
and usudaliy FT ended up teiking to these néanie: “Wheres were 
you? Why dadn”i you take the interim exams? Where are your 
homeworks?™ And Lhis sort af thinad. And he would snswer in 


a confused, lost way that you would Know that here we ga 


again. 
And .«.. Somebody from Berkeley made a -- this was be during 
the late 1560s-early 1970s -- made #« distinction between twa 


gqgfoupes of ... between various students by dividing them 
according to whether they had paycholesical ar social 
alienstion. By osychailoqicai alienation, he means somebody 
Who is not ... who has feelings, af loneliness, of inability, 
powerleseness, ete, etc. By sociai alienation, fe means 
somebody whoa doesni"t agree with the trends, pace, or 


direction that the acciety ia developing. 


& number of etudenta were seciteaiiy alienated, and thay used 
to #if dawn and taik and discuss, and they wanted fo actively 


pertficipate in everything, and they wanted to improve the 
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society. You would see them as they sroke. Tuevy were 
against the government. or against the directicn that the 
eouniry was going. But at theiry heart there was an adea for 


Geveloone.t, 


There were other students whe were paycholeqicaliy alienated, 
They were either withdrawn from the suacaety, or they were 
terroriaca when they became extremely soc1eily alienated as 
weli, It wad prebebly 2 result af their upbringing, or 
seceuse of the shattering of thear vaiue-system in the 


raos.diy-develornianrg society of Iran. 


WHat wee hapoening in Iran wag thas: thet the entire 
velne-systems of the students, especially these that came 
from the more sxemete places, were being chenged.... Anda 
Hid hu had come fram 2 smefti tawn, and had sort of a 
religious upibringing ... and came necessarily from a paer 
family, Le sew the lavish f 3 2.0 ] of the Tehran, and he saw 
ali the corruption. And he saw even giris and boys going cut 
en dates. he cotildn’t digest that. And he definately feit 
thar é was sonething wrong with him. He couldnt poseaibly mz 
With this society. Where are the priancsumies? And he wee 
eves HG -- @t the samé time he was being attracted to thee, 
and fe had to reriet. And there waa thie tremendaua fight 


Within hig inner system. 
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Kovw, add ta Ehat sone sece1si alie@nstacon -~- a imi af sacral 
&liaenation -- and you would have your terrorist. And they 
WEr@ very w t. drawn. They did not talk even ta their teilow 
Students, be. Bo. AL the seme time T can also see thet 
they had much fuigh@z thangs in mind .... They Knew that they 
were qoing ta iose their lives on that. IF mean, thet*’s e@ bag 
decision, and I can see why vou would get depressed, er.... 
Now which one came farst? Wes there semiei and pevcholagseca: 
Slirenatian that led ante terrorists, or was it really gettane 
Ente terrorism, and then by nature you became weychoingiceiiy 
ana siemialily alienated, FEF dan’t know. Hut what I saw was 4 


manifestation, that was clear to me, o¢ Soti1sl and 


mnaychoiogioa i alienation simulitamesusly. 


But, By and large, the students whe had sccial alitenatiocn, 
fLhey deveioped into ordinary ... Beopnle wn Iran. 1 mean, 
they would erifticase, efo, ane then they gradveate ana rind « 
16 in Pian Organizetian, this olace, thas company, that 
commeanyYe.r. And they wenld lead = narmai late. The people 
who had extreme paychological aiteratazon, you would mnow 


Something i8-gqoing to goa wrong. 


iW. if wa may take @# concrete euanpie -- let*’as take Uloum., 
All these characteristics you mentioned would have fit 


Oigumi, om funeleari.,.?7 
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A. Yeh. 7 thank Oleunmi ... Oietmi would fit that ... Olowet 
would £2f mayehotoaiecs: aiienation. In the first year. he 
was normal. in the sécond year, he was withdrawn. Tn the 
firet year, that he was normal. he reatiy came fram 4 poor 
Yenaly. He had reliqaous background and unbringing. And he 
hed goroéibklems in the Sarst year, hut he coped with thase 
oroblama in #9me way. in the second year, he was reaily 


withdrawn. 


Sy the beginning of tie thard year, I heard that he was 
anvealved in ome of thee ancidents that ied either toe his 
arrest or 4... Anyway, he was involved 1n Some sert ot a 
terrorist activity, amd then he was capturedod and .... water 
on, JT heard thet Se wesn’t captured.... But anyway, we «Anew 
that we had Ioest Olouma. Ft ws 3uSst & matter at tine wher, 


he would be captured, nurdered or kKiiled. 


GQ. Wat there an orgenization within Aryanehr Universaty trat 
Wes «a4. Lhat would reerusat these stusaents?t Tmean, how did 


the students .... 


A. ihave to answer yoat by gueseing. IF weuld gay thet the 
Sstucdente who belonged to ..-. Mojahkedin organization woulda 
heve & technique of expending thelr erganization, essentially 


Would be logking for the people wha Nave sortal ane 


- if - 
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psychoiogiceali sitenation, whe wenla Join them. And 3 think 
thet the wey that it was done -- 1f was dome very aradualsy 
by asking them first to gafher in such a place end scream 
against government. if Rean, one at the demonstratiena. Naw 
daumoanatrations were very confined demonstrations. Sut 2:t was 


Snnounced in the day betere in @pecific places, 


And sécondiy, they were maybe given a ... bunch of Laiterséuzre 
te distribute oe: place an certein places that it +4 uid te 
picked un by the sither students. And, once ... they 
developed = trust in ham, and involved nim with veriaus 
activatzes, I thank gradually they would abserh fam inte the 
erganization., Sup I can see that in order tor somebody to 
really become abhacrbed ante the organization at that tare, it 
would have taken many months ox years ot hard worse until they 
would queizfy. The initiation woulda not be that casy- fT 


mean, they couldn’t recruit on @ short-term habis. 


@. Anmproximate:y how many Aryamehr Universaty etudents were 


#2t one Line or another imprisonec or executed? 


A&A. Well, veu have to distandguish fbetwean the two. 12 have ta 
say thet there were tee Kinds of imprisonment in Fran. One 
ashore Lecnment ... one form of imorigciment ‘was assotisted with 
eee HOR-Lerrerist groups. It was meinly = technique of the 


government in order to 4... show ta the averege students that 
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You shoutdn’t reaiiy ga after the terrorists. 


Essentially if there was a m@eting, and if one of these kids 
were avaitable, or it they knew that this guy has some booka, 
or hes same pamphiets er iiterature, these sort of things, 
they may go to his house and arrest hin. Usualiy such 
arresis were for a shart period af time. Many students goat 
arrested in this way, or by nass-arrest in demonstrations 


4nside the campus. 


I khow that etter a demonstration in 2950 (2550-1971) I was 
selected by the facuity to go and see i: any of the kids vere 
--. lost their lives. And taois woes after a severe beating 
that was @iven to the students of Aryamehr University that 
year, about a month after the Siyshkei event. F went wrth 


the perhission of Retis-e@ {Cchiet at} nolice} .... 


Ab that time T was working with Dr. Reza Amin, who was 
chancelior of the undversity. I was in cherge of a 
newly-formed Office of Planning and Bevelopment.. Anyway, I 
went .... I was elected by the faculty, and permission was 
ohteined by the chancellay, and I visited the prisoh where 
suverail hundred eatyudentsa were kept temporariiy, fur a few 
daya. And afterwards, they released the studqenta. They went 


home. 


SF a 
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Anyway, in that event, we had about one-fourth of the student 


body inside prison. 


GHhen I became chancelior, TP requested thé names of ali the 
Kids whe had, in same manner, not attiended. And the ITist 


came Guih, and it was again @# ceunte of hundred. 
&, tot attended classes? 


A. Not attended classes. Well, some of them may nave left 
for Europe, but, ‘by and large, they would have been in prison 
ar something like that. So there were €@ couple af hundred. 
But graduatiy they came hack. From i973 to 177, we had a 


return from prison. 


Apparently what happened must have heen something lake thas: 
that sometime in i?/S -- this is the same year that the Shah 
deelared the Raatakhiz Party -- they gethered a iot of neople 
and put (Cthemi an prison. And tater on, from i375, when they 
aise passed a isw af ... the law was this! that if somebody 
is eee of some offense, in the judgment of the Attorney 
General, his sentence can be increased by three-xeld 

Seer ine: i522 £o thet ... social problem, ar whetever srobiem 
that cnee Have would be deait with. és a résult, + 
Previousiy you would get three yeara In prison tian for 


insuiting the Shah, now it waa changed to ten years. If was 
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herrible! 


But ... something happened as 4 resuit af that. The 
rhenoamencn that haprened was this: that they had 6s larae 
number of peopie in prisan that they vere heaping almost 
anderinitely hecause of this tripie factor. aAnd if a quy was 
two years ox three years or four years, which waa nreviously 
considered a short imprisonment, it was changed to tix years, 


Nine years, tweive years t This was enormous! 


Theh ... soucner cr later, they stopped ... the government 
Simost .., the SAVAX stonned ... Gathering peopie in that 
manner. Na more peonle were captured as before: Wow that 
hey be aegsesocieted With Carter and human rights end this sart 
o£ thing, I know, but else they had picked up 4a stone too 
darge for them fa be abi# fF fhrow itt. So they’d collected 
ail those pecele -- ft think they must heave run out of space 
--+ PT mean, physical space. And tust mariagqement of the 


prisons .., Anyway «+ theft must have been 4 problem, 


But anyway, the Shah, after ... in 1976-77, claimed that 

_ there were only 3,000 political prisoners. if his number wee 
correct, then at that time, 2975, he must heave about 200, 2oao 
ot then, rrobably belonged to Aryamehr Univeraity, which is 
somewhere around 8 to 10% of the ...-. Well, that showe how 


important, maybe, Aryamehr University was. But toward the 
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and of my time as chancetlor; I think the number had dronped 


mown signiticantiv. 


Amongst the seceand eatedary were those that were actively 
pursuing terrariam. Io mean, those who resiiy wanted to kill 
and die. And f woutd say there weren’t that many of them -- 
probably iG, t2, 15 thet f would know that they lost their 
divas. Samething of that nature. Ur were an prison. Suf 
such impriésanments were equiveient toe losing lives. Gr, even 
dz it wasn’t equavalent, I’m categorizing it as such. ft 


wasn’t for having Do as kK api ta}, 7 mean, on your shelf. 


G. if you £hink you heave answered some of these questions, 


please don’t funclear! 


A. FT really can’t teit you because T dan‘’*t know. IF have a 
feeling that I’ve answered ail of these questions. but 
beceusge of the tape probiem F can*t digtinguish whether I 
anuaweregd it or nat. Se you may have redundancy. © apciogize 


for redundancy, but that’s your tault aise. 
HM. Thet.*sa right. Abaclutely. 


Weli, here. Thia is one of these gduestions which is 


fungiear!, but I’m going te aak you agein anyway. 
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Fi. a 
MW. And we'll see what we can do wath at. 
How much did you Know about the aliaeged crimes or the trialisr 


A. Nothing. We Knew that these seonle were .... FI mean, the 


peonie that ...-. Well, Jet me go back and .... 


i discussed tist there were two grmipa of necoole whoa were in 
mprison,. Qnée of them I would consider 45 teople whe hed 
attended several meetings, or they head reac a book, or this 
sort of thing. Ft was an amprisonment as # part of the 
Yenregdsiveness af the regime, extended ta the indivisuali. ff 
knew, by end large, thet these people, by any definitian, 
they were innocent. And e@verybhody consadered them innocent, 
and were hepry that these reaple would get aut. You wonlad da 
everything maosaibie to abtein the release of these 


individuals. 


The second group are these thet were actively anvelved ah 
terrorism. I think that ... We didn’t Bnew what these 
students were doing. We didn’t know what was their 
accusation or what they were accused cf. And we didn’t know 
ow the court proceedings went. But wa would have .... We 


would know that thepea seapie ... if theee people had received 
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their sentence, we would know os the sentente. E44 at was 
imprasonment. Iz if wasn’t imprisonment, I don’t know. 


Prebably we would never hear about at. 


iS. You mean, if it was exeacutiian? 


A. Fat 2t was ewecution.... = dan*t think that there were 
that manvy kids whe were executed. With the excentian of 
Golaorkhi and others, execritaen following an official 
sentence was something relatively remote. Several pearle whe 
Were arfecuted were these that they proved some sort of a... 


either belonged to the Golsorkhsa group, cr they proved thet 


HH, 


these peopie perticirated an kitllang somebedy- The rest o 


tnren were kilied in action. 


Gx -- they had other stories also, that -... Huyt sometimes 
they even never explained! if heard of ane incident, and thia 
incident wes something Jike thist that one of these kidea was 
on the campus, and I heard 2 gtrange stery thet, suddeniy, a 
SAVAA agent thet was traiiing this guy, who was aiso on the 
cagpues —-— how, ff don’t hrow, because we used to check 
everybody’s TD cerda when they entered the university <-~ 
sugdeniy started chasing him. snd then shot and killed him 


in @ street next to the univereaity. 


Thia aetion fool place in such a speed, and the body was 


ae 
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removed ..-. I heard this from one of the usual guards cf 

The university whe stands in front of Ehe dant. Tt was never 
in the paper. if was never informed of it. MNothang hapoened. 
mo, I danv’t Knaw. FY don’t have a good idea sabheonut what would 


happen to such a person. 


Buc those whoa did select te join the terroriat oxqanizeataoans, 
think they knew what wouid hampmen to then. tl mean, £118 
Has something .... We sere net at ali invoived wath what 


happened to them or how they are degit with. 


OG. What were the sentiments of the faculty and 
administration of Aryamehr Univeraity when arresis er 


executions of their students became known? 


A. Again, f have te distanguish between the twr. The erresat 
has two perts. One mart has te do with tre first grou, 
whieh Ff dan“t consider really an accusation oF any form. I 
m@an, the guy had a book, or participated in a meeting, or 
something ar thas. nature, which wouldn’t be considered «- 
crime in the Weet. Toward the first theres was a tremendous 
feeling af compassion. The faculty wented the students 


yeicaced, etic, etc. 


The second group, which are the terrorists, essentially, the 


facuity had a feeling thet these reapie, weli, they tnew whet 
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they ware doing. And, Sy and lerge, there waen't thet much 
feeling of compassion towerds ther. They ssid that theses 
peonle have selected fo pack usp aims, they ere bkifisanga, and 
taney know thet they are going tc get killed. Qf course, some 
of the ways that ... or the stories that exvrasted ahout 
torture, @tc, dgaidn*t create alsa 4a teeling of compassion 


toward the regime. 


But you have fo make = distinction between the arrest that is 
made aon @ kati because he hapnene to have 4a book that his 
teacher hea got it aise on his shelf... Every quy whoa goes 
back, there ere twa or three books en has sneis, that af 
DSAVAAR would Have came, would have considered then toe be 


_K_@_t_e@_b_h a oy_-_e_ oom o 2 2 r_y_e@_-_h fiunmdesireble meoewsi ana tire gu 
y weuid he 


subject to arrest. So I would say thet the faculty had this 


dusl sealing. 


But By and Taxrge the faculty was really ... didn’t have 2 
feeling af distance hetween them and the studente...- ANd .-. 
because 90", Ba* of the arrests were of the farsat Kind, 
therefore they had an anti-government sentiment in this 
regard. And the feeling was Ifaning mora towerd the sgtudeant 


wie qak arreeted. 


QS. That brings mé& to, in fact, the next question, which is 


very much related. Waa the topic evar discussed in a formal 
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or aintarmel meeting? By the faculty? 


A. Yes, in one case. In One cease it was discuseed. But 
dsualiy, by and Large, you couldn’t have diseussion. iI mean, 
the subject, if it camé up, it came up infer eliv rather than 
formally. The one ocecesion was that in 2950 ¢1L3S0+i19713, 
atter the police came inside the university and gave a 


bedting to ali the students and the Saculty. 


fo mean, the ztacuity at Aryanmehr University was very voung. I 
Hean, if was just a few years oider than the =fudentsa. Fea 
the foiice coulidn’t distinguish them. so when they Game and 
started beating everybody. some of the provessors alsa got a 
baton or two. At that time, there was a meeting of ali the 
feoqpulty nembers, &@ sort of general ... and the topic came up, 
and &5 a result of that ail the faculty resigned. Onubnitted 


resigqnaticn. 


i wes out of town. When I came the next day, I was selected 
Ss ..e. If was e@iected by facuity toe da and try te find aut 
who was killed. Because the students were saying that a 


farqe number af bodies were taken out of the tniversity. 


And that’s ocbvicus, bécausge whenever there is an ettack by 
the police, a lat oF peepia faint. They just faint. It’s 


not a pleasant aight. You see 4 guy, tor exemple, with 
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hKeimei and everything, coming toward you, and ... especially 
women Faint. Some af the boys even ...- they’re youngq! Only 
17, 1&4, 2131 They faint. Or some of them, even, they have 
concussion. when they faint. Sa they saw a large number af 


Soedies, anyway. 


Iowas.... The students were gil in biack. and I went arter 
the students, te hospitels, end houses, Gte, e@te.... in order 
to locate everybody. Anyway. Io tocated everybody. 
Fartuneately mobody was kitted. But this was .:. in this time 
i got the chance tc go inside the priecm and ... which i 


talked about before. 


GQ. OF. What wauw the origin of the establishment of fie 
university police or Guard-e BDaneshashi? Whe contrelied the 
guard? Whet was their otqganizaftionai relation to the 


chancelior and the ministry of Aighér edqucatzran? 


A. The guards ..- University quards were Ggatablished in i950 
{1TSS0=1S711 immediately after this famcus meeting at the 


Aryanenhr University. 


G. I‘m sorry, you mean 1356, 


A. Gorry, 1350. aAtter thia meeting. Because thia was the 


year that @# number of things Yaprened. Number one: Siyabkal 
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was formed. Number twat beth at Tehran University ane 
Aryanehr University -- Hryamehr University more -- there were 
severe heatings for the Students atter they démonstrated 
ageinst the Shan and for Sayahkal Group. Jt was the year the 
Twenty-Fistth Anniversary of Shahanshahi was te be conducted. 
Anyway, the anniversary was an the faii, but they had tea 


fighten the aystem, eassentialiy ... for Ehe Sali atecaesion. 


And the térrorists started opposing the annaversery show, and 


an fact the terrortsts realiy became active in that year. 


in that year, in the summer of that year, in Renmsar, there 
Wa eh annual conference in Ramsar, in whach all the high 
administration of the universiiy participated _— wrth 
government and the Shah hamecit. The Sheh proposed the 
establishment of a guard. if was under the impression that 
somebody in thea ministry of higher education made the 
prapnosition. And they wanted te prevent this clash between 
police and students, se they said: “Why not just put the 
police inside?" And anyway, the Sheh liked the idea. 


Anyway, if was inserted into the ... conference -- what dao 


‘you call it? 


A. Agenda? 


f. Agends. ft wasn’t dtecuased. But anyway the conelyeson 
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was pot in efter the Shah got angry because it wasn’t an the 


eee Lt wasn’t amongst one of the concinvesions. 


Anyway, in that year it was established. « Said that the 
guard i8 gaing to onmerate under the direction of the 
chancetior. Gut tney had their own authority soeliled ant 
That means that 11 wasn’t 4... Aithough tf was reality ... I 
had the authority. suppasediy, to ask them ta leave the 
university at a certain point, or “Go over there!’ ox “Da 
this!” or “Bo thatt’ Tt weaen’t at all ciear ... in fact 2t 
WAS .-. Af wasn’t cisar that fT was thesr commander. Of 
course, they had e commander. 1 mean. their miiatary 
commander was somebody who was stationed at the tinaversity of 


Tehran. 


And when the university needed mere force, ansteed at 
bringing people from the police force or -... which were nat 
gecustomed to dealing wath students, they wanted te have a 
qroun of oolice or guards that were accustomed to the student 
actiuvaty and this sort of thing. And they would he 
well-equipped. They were not armed. There were nao firearms 


at all in their hands ar in their possessions 


They had ... usually they bad nothing te do with the arrest 
ot the students. They were Primarily there to prevent 


nase~-denonstrations. 
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Ma. The students” mass-demonstretions? 


A. The students” mass-cemonstrations., When I was 
Ghanceilor, 2 remember gnce I ...- j%$T vas opnosed to their 
existence. I don’ believe that the university site is hoty 
and no police should anter it. That wasn“t the reason af my 
opposition. ft wes opposed to it. becseuse © was -.. this wes 
by itself sert of a ... Lt would be shle ta foreavoke?ti unrest, 


very easily. Ait van hed te do as te shart semethning. They 


wOuld Decome ... 1 mean they would geo on alert. 
And you would throw @ stone ar something fs a guy -- If mean, 
ene of these police -- and he would start chasing you. Once 


& polaceman sterts chasang #2 kid, the whaist UNLVEersity 25 an 
the runt Big wah win YOU contd disrupt tlasaers in no tame 
1£f You wanted! daAnd the police could never catch um with the 


guy in sneakers and these sort of things. 


The kid who was going to doa that, he was wearing snheckers. 
A@® Was cCarpabie ox running -- loose clothes. And the salice 
had aii these heavy satufit with then, boots and this sert of 
thing. So the student would lose himesif in the messes of 
the other students. Wheat would remain in the university wes 
4 iarge number af Kide whe have escaned from the guard. and 


te guerd ine espeentisiiy eaymbolizing the reqime. And thet 
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waent +. that wouldn’t create any pieasant feelings amona 
the studants. And you couid disrunt classes. And I was 


against tmat .-.. and sepposed to that. 


Anyway, when Ff wrote ... When f calied the GCommandar and I 
asked him: “Please leave, and don’t enter uniesas IF ask yau,™ 
he said, “TI ean leave, but F can’t stay aut” I said, “Well, 
leave then.” And 2 askec hin te leave. And a tew days later 
he cane with s tetter. Ea says that “I can’t ieave. Yau 
have to giqn this tetter that anything that goes wrong 1s 


Fr 


your zauit. And T signed thet Jietter, and thet letter must. 
be somewhere. That 2 secept all responaikbiliitsues, and you 


IHUSt qet the -.-. get out, whenever I tell yeu. 


Later on, Satter the revelution, one of the kids, wha was in 
charge of Kanite-h ef Aryamehr Univerasaty, called me end saad 
"De you know such a atudent, calied Farhang Darvishrou’:?” 
And F said, "Yee." He said, “He wae 4a temhher of SAVAH."” 2 
seid, “GE, 20 what’s new?" He said thet he was under 
direction ai tie time thet you had a@sked the nmolice, the 
guard, to leave the canpue. He was under the diractaon te 
ereate disarustion and. tear down laboratories and thas wort at 


thing. 


Q. funclearl 
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A. SoO-+-that, weli 4... they nust have had some interest in the 
sense that they wanted to shew ta other universities that, if 
you do thia, then you are going to suffer the consequences. 
finyway, that’s what nappenéd. That means ... SAVAR was 
acting @ssentialiy in ea direction which was opposite toa the 
direction of the chanceiiar. Fhis is very funny. ff don’t 


Know who was working. for wham. 


GQ. Was there actusliy unrest during the time when you asked 


the guard to leave? 


A. Yeo. When IT asked the {Ti qguartd toe Leave, I know thet 
the oeppositian, the extremists, the terr rist groups, etc, 
they easily felt the danger, that is...,. I nean, if the guard 
was out, there would have been a compassionate feeliandg ar 
there would be a sort of pro-government feeling, ox 
pro-university feeling which would propagate amongst the 
Students. And this was net geod for that. Se what they did 
~- they sterted a series cf actions that sart af escalated in 
order to démonstrate their oppesition, and entice me to re 


back the guard. 


{it’s very funny, but F get the feeling -~- or IT aiwaya had the 
feeling. that thre SAVAH and the terrorists were mace af the 
gane material. They were the same febric, anly cut in hait.- 


Haif of them were put in charge of cantroiling, and the other 
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half in charge of the ... in charge of oppasing to that 


extent . 


and, anyway, these Series of actions. included actually 
atoning my affice, inginuded breaking ... Snormous amount of 
breaking windows and giasses in order to disrupt the 
university. The university did not disrupt. The students 
@et in the class. And they were going to ... they were going 
toa disrupt the @uaminationz, and the students sat in the 
exam. Until the students actueiiy Kicked these activists aut 
ef the class. They said, ‘Just ieavet™ And they wanted ta 


7+. they sadd....- 


The atudents wanted te finish and graduate. Every time trat 
thevse was disruption .... The unsaversity hac passed a 
requieatian that the 16 weeks of education had to Se 

d@livy ed. That means disruption of classes ddesn*t mean 
that thet mart of the course would nat he tavered -- the term 
would he eytended until you cover @fi that. And in arder ta 
not Loge the rhythm, we said that ff the extension was more 
than 4 eet amount we are going tte iose that term 
altogether. So the atudents wanted ta stay, and the other 


ares {telephone rangi 


to force them to leave classes. And they didn’t want that. 
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So the activists sart of earcatiated. They brak&® all the 
windows. They shattered laboretories. They cestroyed 


ijthraries. Sut, finally they gave un. 
@. Weare the activists MNojahedint 


A. They were voro-Moajehedin. They were .... Usuaiiy what 
happens. is this, that the reel Hoyahedin were in the back. 
They would get some of these grours who have been recruited, 
and then they form then inte activist greowps that wauld ga 
and do things for them. They were, I would say, the workers 
--- Of the hierarchy of Mojahedin. They were not the real, 


sort of thinker -Mojahedin,. 


am. if F may qo back te one comment you made just a few 

ninutas age about SAVAK warking against the chancellor and 
whoa was working for whem. Wheat was the extent of the SAVAK 
@ctivity within the university? How much were you aware -- 


or the shancellor was aware cf what? 


A. There was ane thing that I wae aware, and that wae the 
Personnel Office hed to submit the name of every appiicant 
and spécial apolication to SAVAK for cicarance, unless that 
nersan was being daaployed on a short-term eres Bo we had a 
nienwas ef neaple wha were employed at Scyanehr University whe 


otherwige Would not be By «+. a8 Lemporary help, not as 
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Permanent . 


Tsualiy they would take the mame of a person, and then they 
would state that this guy had same activities abroad. And 
then w..- We would ... I would convey .,.. TI mean, that measage 
wouid be canveyed by our Personnel Office to me. fF weuled 
talk to the chairman of the department, and the chairman of 
the department wouid say that we really need thet peraan. Sa 
T asked personnel to prepare a letter to them, that we really 


need that persen. 


And uman .., receint of a ietter that saya Fo an tesanpanaible 
---. The chancellor says, “I am responaihbie,” they wauld. 
permit tine university fo hire thet person. There were oniy a 


few occasions that they really violentiy disagreed. 


Anyway, that. wae one activity. A a@écornd activity of SAVAR 
was toteily unknown to ua: whet they were doing with 
Btudents. Either the students were working for them, or the 
aLuUdentLs were working aqgainat them. ff mean, that part was 
totally unknown Eo ue. And we had no way of even knowing 


what.they wanted ta dea. 


In fact, many of the otherwige, ft would say, neturai trends, 
like the formation of that unitoan, etc, ft was associated with 


SAVAK, They said, “Hey, this 4s the mechandem that they are 
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setting um dn order te dao this or do that.™ There was much 
More 22. 8Ctivities were ... associtetec with SAVAR than 
realiy involved SAVAK. But we were ighorant of the 


activities of SAVAK inside. 


Then the third was offictel contacts of SAVAR with the 
university in which they would come and they would have a 
see DL mean, 4a representetive of SAVAK wouitd ceme and would 
say something. And usuaz:ly the sturt that they were saying 


was a ok 


imet a guy whe came once and said that they wanted ... they 
had information that one «f the ..-.- Svuch-and-such persan, wha 
Wee nok reaily 4 manhber of the faculty. was engaged in 
cores wetness And =F said, yet a5 the actavity?” He 
said, “Or. Such-and-stich if don’t want te me@nticon his nanel, 
he medea a farm and he obtained representation From anciher 
coupsny, and he*s buying the material fram his own firm." Se 


he would get -- in 4 way, he would get kick-back. 


Anyway, we told then Chet that person was not. associated wath 
Aryamehr Uniyersity, and vas now in another organization, 
Anyway, that never prevented the stroaogress af that terrust 


individuel, because he just went on and an..-. 
But. that was, for example, the type of official visits that 
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they would have. = mean, it was a member wha would come and 


say something like this, ar .-- Very Similar ..... Tt logks 
Like an aspect of the work is ... GF the undversity -- of 
SAYAR -+ was like the FAL in this country, and was very 


Overt, #5 opposed fo covert activities. And the overt 


eefivities £4 wheat ff celi as afficial. 


@. Sut during the time thet you were, either as prefessor et 
Aryamehr University, or as the chancellor, were you aware of 
SAVAK activities, and did you feel they were working eqainst 


You? Aqainsti you in the offacet 


A. ft think that there was ..,.. Farst of ail, T was aware of 
the SAVAKR activities hecaeause of sa many arrestea a the 
anmecent astudents. And I was feeling that SAVAK is .... As 
4@& faculty member, T was teeling that SAVAK as working ..- I 
néean, whatever SAVAK atands for is essentially against my 
Princinies, Burt at the same time, F accented the éxiatence 


of SAVAH., = mean, that’a SAVAR. 


When I wes chanceitlor, i dadn“t think that SAVAK was working 
for m& or against me. I mean, definitely FT weuld say that 
they were so remote of the intricate problems of a university 
thet they weren’t working for me. They had their own roles, 


and thie sort of thing. 


- BS] -« 
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They never worked .... Aiso, I wasn*"t ...- T wouldnt resliy 
inegine that they would be working against me, because I 
Ehought that ... This is, stuft, I told you, dt really ceme un 


afier the revalution, and after I was released from zaii. 


G. So, in other words, they were working against the office 


of the chanceilor, but thet funcleari.... 


A. At Iigeat in this inatance .... tf don’t naw, but ... they 
had their awn purposes and their own qoals, and their own 
activities were geared to those qoaals and principles, etc. 

And definitely their concern #as not prorer functioning of 

the university. That was my problem -- whether educational 
research was done property ar not. They wanted quiet, f 


SUpDOSE 


en et od 
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HARVARD UNIVESSITY 
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TRANTAN ORAL HESTORY 2FROISCT 


Nerrator: Mehdi Zarghamee 
Dstei Fepruary 24, 1385 
Piace: Ariington, WA 
Interviewer: Shahla Heer: 


Fane mo: 6 


O. FPiesase go ahead. 


A. = think T am finished with that answer. 


Gg. OK. 


I think this guestion, again, was asked in another context, 
but I[’d stili inke toa diecuss it with you. Hew and why were 


you renoved from Aryemenhr University? 


A. 8% F toid you, the reason for my removal from Aryamehr 
University wac because ... the government of Mr. Hoveida had 
changed, and the government of Amouzeger had come on beard, 
And the government of Amouzegar wanted to undo some of the, 


aort of 1.4. camplex aituetions that had been created at the 
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time of Hoveida. 


One of thase conplex situationa was, realiy, with the faculty 
of Aryame@hr University, héecause of the position that Hoveida 
hed on mot increasing the salaries, and the ... sort of, Id 
eey, Kamiteh-e Fefah (Camnittee of Welfare} union, the 
Student union activites that were going on, and the clash of 
ideciogy Between me and a number of other faculty members 
with those in the union, and not having any other course ox 
resolution af the prebiem. All contributed to the fach that 


7 a.- I mean, the sovernméent of Amourveqar decided that the 


best solution 12 to remave me. 


And Io was giad, reaily glad, of that dlecaés0On. I mean, you 


don’t know how qgiad T wast! 


mM. New Im going toe chengde the aubject trom Aryanehr 
University to Netionail Iranian Copper Industry. What waa 
your first impression, as the new Managing Darectaor, ot the 
National Tranian Capper Industry? Now, I’m going toe read you 
some of the categories. Regarding, one, the validity of the 


concebt of a copper industry, for you. 


A. OF. iran hes @ sizable reservair of copper ore. And 
Wherever there i5 4 resource, &@ natural resource, the concert 


is waiid. Now the only question that can be asked in this 
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regard ita whether this valida concept of develaetping industry 
in fran -- should it really be done in the form of a 
nationalized industry, or sahouid it be given te the private 


Sector? 


The history of the privete sector in Iran essentially :s 
reflective af this tect, that the private sector was 
primarily interested in making a profat. And they would 
bring in = foreign firm toa do ell the exploitatian end this 
sort af thang. And the real structure of cooneration herween 
iran and that foreign country would not be geared tevard the 


future development of an industriglized Iran. 


For this reason, it was decided that at would be dene in a 
nationalized form. I didn’t really have disagreement wath 
the nationalization. There were aspects that FT disagreed. 
Usuaity in Iran, whenever you conid get away with a Chevette 
you end up building the Cadillac -- that’s the probiem. Ft 
could have been done slightly ... smalier an scale, but that 


ween’“t the pian as initialiy drawn. 
Anyway, IT thank that I can anawer you easentially that I 
saread with the validity of the cancernt of a nationsaizzed 


iranian copper incistry. 


QO. OE. Now, what about fhe competence of the previous 
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managing directors? 


A. The managing directors by and lerge were competent 
peopnie. The oniy problem that if reaiiy here to address is 
£n2S° Who were the Iranians? And I*m not talking about 
expatriates, But wha were the Iranians who were assisting 


them? 


At the time that I y0eined the National Iranian Topper 
Indusiry, their ..-, pliant was heift-compliete, or Less than 
hRealt-comulete. In one year and a haif that 3 was there, JF 
pushed ft as far an Foecopid, so that, by the revolution, 
e#sgentiaily, by the outbreek of the revolution, 2t was G7 -~ 
Sax complete. And, weiti, maw if i868 onmerating, F heard that. 
2°S opereting eat one-quarter of canecaty hecause they have 
teren a tat of -- what do you cati it -- cannibalazed one set 


in order te mahe the other set cperationel. 


The thing that was clear was tack cf qualified Iranian 
technical pecpie. I meen, thet was something that hit me 
right in the fece. Non-lLechnical neorie, which 16 an tne 
support, like accaunting, and this enort of thing, vere 
Phenomenal! Real good set-up. Because both Nr. Niagmand and 
Mer. Tavakoli, whe were previdualy managing directors of this 
company, they ... set up @ ... nice edminietretive systen. 


And they employed pecole who were qualified ta da the work. 
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Hawever, fechnically, at the time of Niazmand, Niarmand was 
relying primarily on Anaconda to provide the expatriates whoa 
would @asist him. Anaconda never provided the grour of 


Feopie that Niazmand had in mind ..+: 
WW. i’n sorry, what was that name? 
A. 4Ane@cenda. That’s Anaconda Copper. 


and Tavakoli came from Tabriz Machine Nanufacturing Plant. 

He realiy didnt have enybody. I mean, he didn’t come from a 
background of... responsibie Bureaucratic Oferations like 
National franian O41 Company, that he could draw 4 lot of 
technical exnerts from. He essentzaliy came from Tabriz. Ha 
beought two or three ao the neocpie who were working with him 
at that time. Host of them were not ... were very eager, but 


not canabie af dcing much. 


QO, How about the comnetence of the company’s Nanegement and 


gtati is 


A. i think altogether it was relatively ... in the framework 
of Eran, With the axcaptlion of technical expertise, agein, 
ae. Jt Gomprised of a group of highiy-mativated and... 


Guaiified peepie. if breugrth in aome peonie, alma, Fr tried 
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ta Buiid technical ... I mean manpower. And both in the 
aperetion, engineering, research, ana this sert of ares. Bit 
thase were the areas that were primarily iacking. Otherwise 
ilothink thet, eepecialiy in the accounting and financial 
matters, in the contractual domain, ste, there were a 


hierarchy af geod people there. 


ff. Whether the foreign contrects and experts took sufficient 


notice of {ren’s nationel int -rests? 


4. Well, let’s Leok at at from ditferent graups whe were 
involyed. Gne groun was the contractor. The cantractor wae 
(7 and Parsons. And I think they are, IF think, the 
second-largest construction fitm in the United States. They 
make their money by buriding piants outside of the United 
etates. And they ara in the business of making money end 
Building, The national intergats of the cauntry is nene oF 
their concern. It is the responsibility of thea country that 


deais with them to save their shirt. 


The sacand group, af technical people were expatriates, who 
came From Anaconda. There was = sort of a management 
contract was signed with Anaconda, after Anaconda wes 
expelled from Chile, following Siiende’s takeover. And the 
contract. said semething Iike this: that you hele ua aené 


expatriates, Anaconda expatriates, who are being released 
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from Chile, to Iran, and we’ll pay their salaries according 
fo the US ... basis of the US salary, we will pay 25% extra 
te them to come to Iran. And we*il provide housing for them 


4i Lhe mine. And something like that. 


Anyway, they had to pay Iranian taxes and American taxes 
Simulteaneousiy, so I think an additionel stiputation was made 
in order to provide tor them the necessary funda so they 
would not be doubie-taxéd. But thet pait of Iranian tar wes 
going back to the government of fran. I mean, that was ... 
ancther factor. 30, e6sentialiy an American would get 25% 


extra pay for coming to Iran. 


The salaries were moderate. I mean a very high-caliber guy 
would get somewhere around S3000, S500 ea month salary. This 
inoluies the 25%. Which is -- featly at that it was the tyne 
of 4aleries thet you would see here in this country. and 
Siao, &t the same time, if was hard te find an Irenten with 
the dane salary cenverted with 7 taman. I mean, 29,000 toman 
saiaery fo qo tea Sarcheshmeh, between Sirjyeri and Rafsanian -- 


if wasnt that easy. 


franians that wea ended up hiring ware eimost being paid the 
Same sort of taiaries. But ... F mean, of the same caliber, 
wa it waen’t that the Americans. were getting special 


treatment. CThie is just on the side.3 
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These people were supposediy the high technical people that 
would come, and they would be seconded, or seconding an 
iranian. That means, I was. suppaged to have a Read of 
engineering, and i wouid bring samebody from Anacohds and I 
would pout thimi as head of engineering, toa work in serallel 
with this guy, sa that after a cougie of years, that this guy 
leaves, you would have a hesd of engineering with some 


experience of this American ... 


This) is what wes in the contract. What the previous 
manegement of the capper industry had not done wes te find an 
ivanian and put him there, who would bé qualified enough ta 


beceme 4 need of engineering. You see what [ sm saying? 
G. Yes. 


A. Therefore, if the Americen did or did net do his jok 
praperiy, ff would be of no consequence because ... the 
tranian wasn’t there to sbaeorb it. And that was the part FI 
am saying 2 tried to restructure iff. IF tried te minimize the 
number of expatriates and tried to get the key Iranian 


positians filled up. 


The oniy part that was treaily aperating properly was the 


mine, Which had an Iranian in charge of ft. 4nd there were 
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sone Gupetrietes, but the expatriates were working under the 


iranian. 


T reorganized everything, bécause the argenizgations that they 


had drawn were awful. 

M. You mean, the ... 

4. The foreigners, the expatriates. 

@: The expatriates? American exnatriatest 
Au American SX Patrisles, briméariiy. 


Then, the .., because ft was getting expensive getting pedapie 
from Anaconda -- fF think the previous administration, whach 
was at the time of Mr. Tavakoiil -- they decide to go te South 
Africa and hire, in the free market, peonie, and bring ftheml 
ta fran. Teo South Africans, the same guy with se 2000, or 
SiG00 salary, would be hired from South Africa with Si000 te 


Baio salary. 


in fact, we had a number of exnatriates fram Sauth Africa who 
were hired with a S700 salary! It wasn’t such a high ...- 
Which we wouldn“t find even a jooush k alr -_e Ioxiain i {Yranien 


— | —_ 


welder} to be tbie to -.. 4 Weider to be able to place at the 
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Bane peaitioan, 


But anyway, after the revolution, all those peonie left. 


By and Large, I would say, ta réspnond to your question, I 
woabid gay thet whatever .... Ft wasn’t the doing of the 
exmetriates if wa did nat get enough from them, it was 


pecause oF our inaction. 


G. When yau say “our inaction,’ do you mean that it was not 


orgeanizationaliy pianned well by their ....? 


A. It waa organizationally pianned well, but if wes never 
implemented weit, If mean, you had in the plan the fact thet 
you would second this person ... this expatriate would secend 
an franian. The firanian wean’t there, end he wes onerathing. 
Oe they gave the guy who was suppesged to be the head of 
engineering an Iranian who waa ao feebie and who was really 
not quaiigied, so that thess guys really became 0 3 -.d ow 


{f¥lunkies] of the Americans. 


fnd what I did -- I tried te change thet -~ sort of structure 
the personnel so that .-... Then I demeandad that they were 
Buppesed to conduct -- Anaconda Was supposed ta conduct 
training programs to trein the operators, and thia sort of 


thing. And I sent 100 people toa Ansconda. I sent several 
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ase MO a2 I Sent shout 100 pespie, 190 onerators .... I 
selected from the Kerman area who had some technidcel 
background, diploma, ete, and I sent them ta America. I sent 


them to South Africa. For training. 


South Africas was extrenely cooperative st that tine. JI thank 
fran was one af the oniy countries, that sniled tea them, so 
they were willing to do anything. Whatever we asked, we had 
& request, from the South African government, they were more 


than heppy to accomodate. 


GQ. Do you mean that the structure was there excent that the 
Tranians didnt know how to use it? Gr that vou 


restructured? 


A. No. They were so Susy, probably, the previcus managing 
directars were so busy that this wes net an ton of their 
orioritvs: Or, you can aleo consider this fect, thet it was 
very hard at that time to Find especaally -- this i2 i97d-745 
-~ to find qualified technical peasie in Iren ... whe wonid 
reaily assume reaponsibilities that .... The physicai plant 


ween’t there, 


Remember: Iran didn’t have many engin¢gers. Ail the engineers 
that we had were young graduates, 80 you Wouldn’t be abie tea 


find anybody with some axperiance in endineering or a iarqe 
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physical .... plant or factery. Ox conmalex factory. wath 
métallurgy, mining, material handling -- all af these things 


“+ in Bnormaus acele. 


Whet hapnened as a result? Well, it was hard ta fili such 


positions. 


Q@. On the whole, were these foreign contracts necessary and 


heneaticial for Iran? 


A. The foreign contracts that you are referring to -~ the 
construction cantracts -- they are the only peonie whe tan da 
the job. if nean, whan you iook et construction of a plant, 
Iran didn’t have at thet time even ancugh contractors to da 
civil werk. And for much of civil work in Iran, they had ta 


ring in contractors fram abroad. 


Hovever, I would say that, with hindsight, I could have dane 
it differently, in the sense that 7 could have dene «a lot of 
»~-2» I gould have participated more actively in the 
administration af the construction, if i were there from the 
beginning. The construction management was primarily left at 
the beginning to the American firm with Iran picking up the 


tab. 


At my time, we were actively invoived with them. In fact, we 
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Were getting ... they had to provide wa with proforma 
invoices, and we would check that, and this sert of thing. 
it wes a4 iot of interaction going an. It may have slowed 
down the canstruction a Little bit. Otherwise we may havs 
been sbhie fo qa faster. But I don’t helieyvye in that. If 
mean, When there was something we had ta do, we did it very 


quickly. 


By and Jlarge, Iranians are very good in censtruction. If we 
hed to do it now, the situation is different. At that time, 
we didn’t have many engineers. Now, we have about a three 


Lines larger number of engineers, in Iran even. 


QQ. When you say, “at that time,” how iong ... when was this? 


A. A374. The population af engineers in fran underwent e« 
Significant change. In 1968 -- or 56 eactueily -- thers were 
oniy 11,000 engineers in the antire country. Thais is ell 
areas. If the revolution head not taken place, and 31] the 
engineers that we had generated would remain in the country 
With the sare pace, we would have close te 70,000 te 146,060 
engineers pow, But even in i374, it had increased to sround 
20,000, or something like thet. The engineers were not thet 


MATL¥ + 


The infiux of aendingers realiy started around ‘74. They came 
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back ta fran. And the engineering schools started producing 
im barger niimbers. Utherwise, before that, in the “SOs and 
“60s, there were only one or two or three schools that they 
used to take «a limited number of students every year, and 
graduate three-quarters oF them, ahd lose the rest. By 


aeittritiaon. 


G,. Were these contracts signed en a nurely technical and 
Husiness basis. OF were there political or other 


considerations involved? 


A. The ofe contract I was znvolved with was the contract 
Wilih Arupp and MNeachine for the refinery. Capper refinery. 
This .«.. the contract was put on bid after Anacenda prepared 
the decuments through @ ... cansuliting engineering firm, f 
think. The bidding documents. It went on bid. It specified 


whet sort af plant, and these sort of things, we wanted. 


f renemher some inte: national companies particineted in the 
Bid. There were eesentialiy two competing bida. One of them 
helongad to a, sort of &2 ... 4&2 Conseértiun of American ane 
Japanese. And the other ane was another consortium of 
Belgian and Krupp. If was recommended by Hr. Tavahoaii to the 
ecanomic council ~- High Economic Councij -- that we sian the 
eontract with Krupp and Mechine Consortium. And His Mazyesty 


agreed. The difference in price was reletively a fer million 
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doiters only. 


The basia of that egreement was this: that what were ... the 
thing that Krunp and Nachine were giving us was siigqhtly 
Better than what the American and... It was slightiy more 
expensive -~- about two or three million dolilara -- but the 
Shah argued that we ewn 252 of Arupp. And as 3 reault some 


of the interest gets back to us. So, it was given ta Kruon. 


Based oniy on technicai considerations, the two were sort of 
&@ tess-up. IF mean, tt wasn’t one of them much better than 
the other. When © became the naneging director of the 
compeny, fT knew that I hed te sign the eontract with EKrunnz 


and Machine. 


i gathered 4a groun of technical people, and I kKhired semebady 
-~ this perhon was aiso hirad from before -- a fantestic 
iawyer. He was an American tawyer who was both an electrical 
engineer end @ Jawyer -- a contract favyer. Very smart. And 
we negotiated one month, dey and night, every sentente, every 


Phrase, &ic, 


After the revolution, it was declared toat that’s one of the 
best contracts ... that was signed. But it was purely 
technical. At no time I waa oreesed, with the exception af 


two or threes things. One, I received a letter from the 
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Japanese that said that we are wiliitng to reduce cur price a 
few miilizon datiars. And that letter T sent -- this was 
after if waa selected -- IF sent to Mr. Ansari. Mr. Ansari 
seid, “If you ... once you have selected and deciared, if you 
want fo get trapped in This sert of argument, you can." Se 


We anfwered tt “no.” 


But vweuaiiy we did rt ... we did it righttully. We traed te 
Gain 6@s much as possibile in the fanai draft in the 
megotiations of the terms of the cantraect. And it was 42 
heabtiazgul contract. In spite of the revalution and aii the 
orohtems, if was Bualt. it was bualt successfully, and it’s 


Working. 


i. funéiaarti 


A. Thet’s the important thing. 


G. @hen wes ii signed? When was the contract signed? 


A. The cantract was aigned in i97- ... in iete 1977 T 


negotiated. Probebiy eariy 1978 14 was signed. 


hh 


QQ. and then the construction began 


4. The construction beqan immediately, and at went on during 


- $6 - 
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my time. And then, even atter the revolution it continsed. 
There were some disruptions. A year or a yeer and a hair of 


disruptions. 


But af no fime there were eny Dressures on me for anything, 
hy anyhedy,. However, on day the head of ... the director of 
Nechine came to my office, and asked me that samebody had 
appreached him end wanted kKick-back «ef saome form for their 


role in negqatietion. 


f ec@iled the winister of industrics, whe was aiso Fera Amin 
at that tame, and F tald him that such = thing bed haprened. 
Anyway, he said, “Ask ham to puraue 147 and this seri of 
thing. To the extent thet he couid decument it and give it 
to the attorney-generai’s office for prasecution. Apmarentiy 


tieat was never ... nothing hanpened. 


a, funcleert 


What role did the Shah nley in decisions releting ta the 


copper company? 


A. He was under the impression that the copper vas much 
larger than whet it was, and wae worth much more than whet tt 
realiy was. Somehow somebody must heve given hin this idea. 


Iran hae so much coprer, and after a lat of werk we were able 
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ta prove that the Iranien reserve of ore is so much. And the 
Shah +... I learned that Mr. Tavakoali had informed the Sheh a 
year Petore of a number which was higher than the one that we 


head just established. 


So, { think that there was some Bagernesa an the sart of the 
managing directers toe canvey the neassaqe that this is bigger 
than what actually exists. Sut the Shah was .... With the 
exception of the decision that he ... I know he had made 
initialiy on setting wp the tirm, and this sert of thing, fF 


only had one audience with ham during thet time .-.-. 


Toonly had one audience with him during that time thet I toid 
him aban tie progress of the copmer industry. And aiso i 
told him of the molybdenum. and the Shah said, “What is 
mObybdenum?t” FT seid, “Well, this ore hes a high content of 
molybdenum. In fact, it would be considered by some as a 
Holvyhdenum mine, too.” He said, “Wheat 2 4 moelybdenunt" and I 
explained to him that molybdenunm is used in srné@tial alloys tea 
make @xtre-strong steel, which 16 used primarily for gas 
pitrelines and this sert of thing. Like the pines that were, 
for examopie, used in Kugsiea, They have e high moliybdenun 


content. 


And he said immediately, “Why don’t you telk to Ardebilii ot 
+ 
steel industries and set up @& apecial alloy piant in Iran?” 
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We get up in Iran, which is also operetional, 7 heard, a 
molybdenum plant that creates «= cancentrate, molybdanum 
concentrate. We established a foundation for building a 


molybdenum roasting olant, easentialiy. 


And aenyway, he was vary much interested in technical 
discussions thet we had at that time. But samething really 
funny happened When IF was over tha..@ with the Shah, in the 
oniv eudience that Tf had with him -- private audience -- 


curing the time I was the mead of the cepper industries. 


Apparently, he suddeniy stopped talking to me, picked up the 
Phone, and called Prime Minister Amouzedqar. And toid hin, 
"Write in the pepers that the government wouid anoiogize far 
the action that has taken place, but den’t mention the name 
of the Ayatoaliah.” This wes the same day that Havaniurean had 
anterad Shariatmadari’s hone and three peopie were killed. 
=O the government of Amougegar officially apologized in that 


incident. 


And J Know that this waa .... Something @els¢ wea on his mznd, 
apparently. because he suddenly stopped talking to me, and 
sienwa up the phone, and called Amouzegear, sand told hin, 
“Teil them to say in the papers and on television that the 


government apoicgizes, but don’t mention the neme of the 
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ayatoilah.” 
@. And that was it? No other? 


A. No, that was it. He hung up. But. apparentiy the prime 
minister had talked to Kim of the ine* jenn hefore. And ke 
Wes thinking abcut wheat to da. And ,“.oaDly that’s what he 


did. 


He wae very mucn interested in that time toa krow when are we 
going toe finish? How we ate going ta da itt What are the 
downstream activities? And ... what are you doing? Does it 


make genase altogether or not? 


GQ. F¢m just e little bit canfused anh what this construction 
is. When did exactiy the construction begin, and how lang 


did it take? Tt geems to be ... 


A. The canstruction ... has ditferent elements in it. 

Firat, thera is a conatruction of mine and concentrater and 
Smelter. Concentrator essentially ... the ore is 2% copmer. 
The cencentrator ia about SOs canter. The ore is 99 aome-add 
percent copper and it’s an ore, Then it’s the refinery tnet 
refines it. in an electrolytic refinery. And you get Fo.o% 


copper plates, 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


ZARGHANEE-S 


Then there ia caating. You have te roll at, and make ... 
mill if: alahs and this sort of thing. Then it’s roliing, 
that you make different sheets, tubes, and this aort of 


thing. 


At the time when 1 say ... the firat ese $75 gene Parson was 
in charge of the ¢oncentrator and samerter., Krupo-Machine was 
in charge of the conatruction af the casting-plant and 
retinery. And then the downstream stuff that makes tubes, 
cabbies ete, ete. Also a continuous tasting, which iff a 4.4, 
Plent thet would give you rods. The rods would be used for 


canles and this sort of thing. 


G,. G0 we are going through steges dn ...-? 


ep et ae ae ee ogee ee TA eae ee, 


G. That*s why IF was @ little confused. 


Well, actually fthia question is very much radiated te the one 


iI suet asked, or F jJuet asked you before. fiid you have 


waguler Sudiences with the Shah as Managing Director? 


fi. One oniy, and FI deseribed it fo you. 


Q. When did you first senee that the monarchy waa sbout to 
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“be overthrown? Cr dic you have 4 sense ...7 


A. E think thet I really didn*t ... I was so invelved with 
my work that { didn’t really think that the monarchy wae 
ghaut to be overthrowh until the days of the revolution 


itselyt, 


G@. Go you had no inkiing about what was about to happen? 


A. Well, not in that sense. IF was under the impresaion that 
probably {here i6 going to be some major Ghandes in Iran. 

But the major changes FT was envisioning proebabiy wes more in 
democratization of the seciety and this sort of thing, rather 


than 4 change of fonarchy altogether. 


I think thet by the time the Shah .... I mean, the .., 
Bakhtiar was in power, one wes sensing that something was 
going to go wrong.... And Ehomeini had returned to Fran, and 


this sert of thing, : 


I think the real ..., I had seen a lot of demonstrations when 
i Was 4 kid, because our house was close to Sé-rah-e Teich 
(Jaiehk Corneri, right in that ares, during the time of 
Hossadegh. 2... ZF wasn“t under the impreasion that the 


nonerchy waa going to collepse an eaaaily! 
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GO. You ... Did you have 4a sense thet the Shah waa firmly in 


eontral F 


A. Ne, if think that I wesn’t under the impression that the 
Sheth was firmiy an control, But I had more trust in the 
entire structure af the Franian regime. ZI never thought that 
even if the Shah wasn*t entirely in centrol it would make 


that much af « dittference. 


Noa. if was ... The audience I had .... The last time I saw 
the Shah vas long aga. I mean, about 42 year before the 
revolution, or something close toe that «- eight months -- 
whenever that.... Té’s a Spin day -- dt must be in the 


spring of i373, I thima -- “77 << spring of 1977. 
Ww. In late apring. - 


A. And Do ..a. At that time he was an power because, if you 
renember, a few weeks after this incident, the Amoumegar 
regine Det up &@ messive demonstration in Tabriz. Miiistens of 
peopie cane and shouted pro-Sheh slogans. That was a4 
fantastic action an the part of Amouzeger and Tevakali, who 


Was instrumental in thet. 


no, even by Late i977, it was obvious that ... the Shah was 


in Gomtrei. But £ ... had a notion thet I conveyed te 


~ 23 - 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


CARGHANEE-6 


several people. if said, “Hey. The same thing that hanpened 
in the universities is happening on the streets of Tehran. 
4nd we have understood that phenorenan, and we cauid cope 
with dt in some way. At lesst the wey that we coped with it 
et the tniversity was well-established. And you are doing 
everything wrong! You are net drawing from the experience 


that you had .... 


“Tf you want to cape with the probiem of the streets, you 

have fo adopt a philosephy of not antagonizing the 

Syateanders. The hystander ia going to ..4.4. Let them break 
windows. Then let’s esrabiish same avenues for prosecution. 

Not even a phyaical pregsecution. At least in the minds of 

the people you have to establish who is at fenit, whe is the 
oppressor, or who 15 the activist, and who is _7_3 1.1 e¢ m tthe 
oppresseari and who 5 _m_a_z i o_u_m (the coapressedi. I mean, that 


vou heave to establish,” 


But anyway, that didnt get anywhere. It was assay to say, 


heard te come up with nuts and bolts, and things like that, 


GQ. To whem did you say thatt 


Ae I talked with cur minister. I asked phim to convay that 


to Ny. Amouzmegar, which was .., Hr. Aminx. 


4 
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@. What, if enyfhing, did you and your friends try te do te 


prevent the collapse of the regine? 


A. First you have te recognize that we didn’t know the 


regime was coliapsing. 


If you Look at it fram two noints of view .... Fram the 
point of view of ... that whatever was happening —- 
revolution, as the Shah called it even -- was going to create 
4n enviranment of democratization in Tran, we weren‘t opposed 
fo that. I mean, we liked it. and if the revolution was 
supposed te 2 4 mechaniam for realization af this level of 


democratization, tine ~~ there was nothing wrong with 2t. 


if the revolution was the cellapse of the regime, well, we 
didn’t reality recegnize that the regime was collapsing until 
very late. And ..., weil, not much could hAeve heen done at 
that time. We were trying to oniy make a .., the trensation 
from ..--, Eransition smoothly. Thet“s I think what concerned 


most people, And the transition was really .... 


Iwas primarily concerned ebout the lives and safety of as 
Sinitt expatriates that we had. Net oniy regular expatriates 
from, Say, South Africa or America. One of them, an 
American, was killed in Kerman during the revolution, who was 


an agent ef the conmsatruction firm for local purchases in 
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Kerman. He was murdered by the revolutionaries. His. threat 
was cut by glass -- rubhing against giass. He was one of the 


two Amé@ricans who died in the revolution in Iran. 


fwae concerhed shaut their safety. if had ists af Noreans. 
The Koreans were atrong workers. They vere electrical 
Workers -~ there were not that many of them around in Iren -~+ 
who were Working on the control ecduipment. And I had to get 
them out. And you had te settie thair accountant duties, 


etic, and get them ont. This waa not easy. 


The problem ig to pass .... I mean, F had somewhere around 
19,000 people under my direct or indirect supervision. And fF 
wanted fo get the company ta de a amoath ianding. IF mean, F 
dicn*t want the ayestem to collapse. Even after the 
revolution, Bazargan wanted me to stay. Well, I know why. 
Because he didn’t have... he couldn’t do anything 
immediateiy. Sut I resigned enyway. Tt was ... it war very 


heard. 


tT wee Hobody reaiiy ... Ft waen“t considered a revolution, 
eyen after Hazergan had come. BecausG® I didn“t see any of 
the ... immediately excapt for the institution of the reyel 
paiece, and monarchy, no other institution of Iran wes 
eubject to immediate change atter Bazergan took over. But as 


time went on, the situation changed. 


~~ OG = 
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OM. Well, again this is a foliow-up question. Fiease 
Gescribe your tife and thoughts of the eve af the revaiution 


and the days that followed, 


4. I know when the Shah went from Iran, I got .... And I saw 
the tremendous happiness that was demonstrated in Fran -- 
some of fhem not so pleasant in sight. Somebody, ZI think he 
had expased his hottom or something like that as a 


demonstration of his expberance. Anyway, i was sad. I was 


reatiy sac. 


in fact, when I came Back to my office -- FT was going to 
Visit the minister ~-- when tf came back te my affice, sonebody 
hed remaved the picture of the Shah trom the wail, and the 
traces «++ Et was done hy ... they didn“t want, now that the 
eheh was gone, anybody to coné and break anything, so they 
Just as @ preventive neasure moved ali the pittures of the 


Shah away trom ... 


And when F looked at ¢het, £ was .... IF rémenber, tears came 


to my eyes. I mean, why F IF den*t know. 


But then, when the revolution took piace, I remember ... I 
went fto.... First of ail, I’m taiking about Sunday. I 


atayed home. I remember thet day I stayed heme, although 
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Saturday F went to the office, on Sunday I stayed hame. Ane 
Iowas getting all the news ..,. of collapsing one atter 
another the institutions, milatary complexes, and this sert 


mt thing. 


And .:. HY W1lf@ wags 4 medical dactor, anti I remember in the 
middle of this set-up she had to go to the hosnitai, soa fF 
Went Wiatn her. I was concerned that ... of Looting and this 
Sart ef thing. 7 wes ... Io am qust thinking whether IF wee 
concerned ahout my own lite -- I mesn, that 1.1... j= waant 
concerned about my own life, but I remehber I wes really 


tryang te thank what I would be doing fren now on. 


f mean, I had a sort of @ course of activities thet was in 
the university, and later om in the conner, and I knew thet 
with this I am mot going te be in the government any nore. 
didn’t want toe be in government any more. That was .... In 
fact, I ramember, YF went the day after ... ZF went to my 
father and i started discussing with him that I new want to 


resitan from ali... everywhere. 


i Knew that the best way to go on a line of Business which is 
ether then government job ... none of these organizations was 
solely government, but they were ... far all practical 
purposes, they were government. I wanted to qa inte 


engineering, this sort of thing. Nayhe esteabliah a 


a ee 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mehdi Zarghamee. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 2, 21, 28 February 1985, Arlington, 
Massachusetts. Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


AARGHANEE<& 


caneulting firm, or work with somebody wi. .8s a conauiting 


+ « 


But anyway, I was hore concerned at thet time with .... 
ween"t too concerned about what is going to hanmnen to me. tf 
was isoking at the stuff, and I was ... yust concerned about 
myselr, F suppese. And in the sense af a very futuristic 


type of thing -- net immediete concern, 


Fre revolution was ... took place With a Let of order. And I 
knew that .... T mean, T wasn’t feeling concerned ahont 
myaeai* at all. In fact, F vas shocked when IT was ... when I 
went back to the univeraity, and one af the students saad 
thet “We want to take you toe aaeiliv’ fF went tea the 1ail, and 
Lf talked te the person, and I wanted to leave, Secause they 
Leak me fo ..+ 80 thet they exemine the raners and see 
whether they need me or not, they went me to Shay er not. 

But I told the guy, “I have @ four oa“ciack appointment, end I 


heave to leave.” 


ionever considered that i would Be of the hind that would be 
kept there. For four and @ helf months. But they had ... 


Weil, EF didn’t have all the information, 


G. The next questions have #o do with the period when you 


were in jail. ff you would iike, thia 18 ... please deacribe 
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the circumstances under which yot were arrested and 


imprisoned. 


A. Io went to the universit . ne of the Students came toa me 
-- prebably me was intraqueéd by one of the feculty mesaberes 
rom that union IT was talking about -- and, very politely, 
seked me te follow him. I went toe the guards* building -- 
the university guards” Bbuiiding. He had a mechrne+qun with 
ham, hut if was under Ris .... Many students were carrvang a 
nachine-gun at that time. DSecause they ..... i mean, ail 
these machine-guns were released, and many of these students 


participated in the orgy. 


Anyway, Jo went fo the guard Suildina. They were extremely 
protite., And then after a few minutes, the guy came in and 
told me, “We have reduested ... the revolutionary attorney 
general whether they need yau for inprisoanment, and they have 
said “no*“. So we are ... we have gent ali the classified 
fiies of the university, in which your signature anpears, ta 


them for a decision.” I seid, “DK.” 


4nd anyway, apoarentiy the enswer never came, After a while, 
he cdme and said, "We have fo take you there, because the 
anawer never came.” fo they took me there, and .-. aver the 
~a2. ft Want to Zendan-e Ghasr {Ghaer Perison!i, and there wea 


»-e I want fo a ... They teok me very politely. but the cers 
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thet these KRomite-h nembers had beltenged to the chiert of 
police or Something, because ft wes Merredes and this sort of 


thing. 


Anywey, they took me there. And then s man came, with a 
beard. And ne started quentioning me. The aquesastians were 
p--+ 22 Waa goang through t's: file, and ne was asking, “What 
is this document? What is your relationship?" He esked ae 
two or three questions: “What Was your celationshin te the 
Shah? What was your relationshin toa SAVAK?”" And I told hin 
that I ,.. the Shah was this guy. and I hed met hin severgl 
Lines. “Ard what was your relationship to SAVAK?™ I teid 
hin ¢ had neo snecial Felationshin, excect what is in the 


eocurse Of one*s duties @25...- 


And then they asked me abcut specific cocuments. They didn’t 
know much about the organization set-up in iran, hecanuse they 


were a2king a Iot of dumb questions. Anyway, and then I... 


Finaliy I teid them that:i"Hey! ff have deveted ail my life in 
education, and I believe in education. I have built a 
university. And... I telieve that the only way to the 
prosperity of the future of Iran ia in educating the youth of 
the country.” And he said that, “Well, youre a reformist, 


and we are 4 revolutionary, and cur two pathe are different.” 
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ft funoleart 


fi. Agreed. 


AnyYVaY » Fo later toid him that “T have te go because f have an 
@bppcininent aft four o*clieck, and you asked me these 
anestians, and Ff answered." The intention was never .... 
“You cannot keeb me here because you hava declared on the 
newspapers and redic that nobody... -- if there i235 no 


conpieint, vou cannet arrest anybody.” 


He said, he turned around and asked the guy, “Is there any 
coampigint?t" He said, “No,*" I said, “Well, I have heen at 
the university, if there is any conctlaint, you can ask the 
students.” Secause there were a number of students who were 
Working, Garnecialily the Nojahedin group, whe were working in 
Lhe prison. Apparentiy the prison was heid ian the hands of 
Hojeahedin, at laset the sdminitatreation part. ffir reorle whe 
were pro -Nojehedin, mayhe because of gore religious 


anclinations that they had. 


But. there were a lot of students. So be went and gathered 
@ii the students of Aryamehr University who were working 
inside Ghaar. And there were ten or twelve of them whe cane 
inside the room. He said, “Does anybody have # qomplaint 


egqainet this gentieman?” Very polite. aAnd the guys «a+ 
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Nobody uttered a word. 


fine of them came forward and said, “When T was ... When we 
were in the university, ane day you calléd me and you said, 
“Go see SAVAK and .., because they want you ... and when you 
get ont ... cali me immediately.*" That was true, Because 
they ..1. iF didn’t want SAVAK to interfere as much as 
possibile, so I tald them, “Whatever you want te doa ta my 
aftudents, which is official, based on your authority as .-., 


you have te da if through me.” 


So they called che day, and said, "We need ta tark te this 
boy." Ff said, “if you are geine arrest him, I’m net going te 
ecey behind this desk. Ia x € Oo gw home.” He said, “Na, 
we are not going ta arrest tin +e Just want to talk ta 
him.” So 2 ecailed the guy end said, “Go over there and telk 


to them. And when you come beck ....7" 


To sasid, “What eise did T teli yout” He eaid, “You said that 
if you don’t cail me by eleven Oclock, T will go home and I 
will not return te this.” Se, that sort af even strengthened 
wy DOfition ih frent of the guy. The guy said, “GK. We are 
going fo ask Hej Agha whether ve can release you or net.” 

Apparentiy the file with the recommendation or something was 
aant it &— Haj Agha who waa an Ahan-Fortoush or something in 


chargé of prisons. Ha} Agha locked at the file, and says: 
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“Miyebst-e toiiyat-e oszmat” {“What ga thist'l. 


The guy came beck and said, “What is ‘niyabat-e toliyat-e 
ozma’?" And I aaid, “Well, ‘niyvabat-— toliyat-e@ oczma’” means 
eeee WELL, the Engiitsh translation of that ia 
"Vice-Chancellor*’ or something lithe that.” CAnd that is what 
they called the chancellor of the university.3 He said, "Ha; 
Agha migouyand toliyate-a@ ozma” (“Haj Agha said: “Whe is 
toliyat-e ozma?7“"} 3 said, “Shah."' He said, "Toaliyat-e ome 
is Shah?" Haji Agha decided that since I was “vice” to the 


Shah, I should stay, 


And I said, “Why don’t you declare in the university if there 
is any compiaint?” Because fT had raised a technical issue. 
And: "We are gaing to keep you.” I was under the impresaion 
that after ane or two days I would be released. Appérentiy 


there was nc complaint af any consequence, and finally they 


released mé@ efter four and 4a heli montha. 


a. {unclear} 
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fape na: 7 

GQ: tunclear] If you would ilike to cantinue,... 
= No, that“a it. Thet’a how f got. akrested.. 
O. How wae Life in prisonr (unclear 


A. Well, Life in prison atarted .... At the beginning it was 
very hard. There were about dO students af Tehran University 
wha were pro-Shah, and they were all arrested for gathering 


and ... under the title of “Hashrouteh”, 


"“Conatitutconalista”™. 


4nyway, they were in priaon, and aa aoen as J came in, they 


received me. They hed crested a very lively atmosphere 
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insidé the prdaon. The prison was horribre! I mean, it was 


a hole essentially, and .... a dot of reatrictions,. 


at the heginning there was 4 tot of danger to one”’a life, 
because they were rendomiy taking peopie and killing, alas. 
Executiona were conducted at might, and this sort of thing. 
Probabiy you have heard thet, hbeceuse you must have 
interviewed others frem prison. Anyway, the ... we soon 
atarted ... there were no reading materials, nothing. A+Ler 
a@amonth or aa, thére were ... the aitustian relaxed e littie 


bit, efter ... 


And then the enecutieéns picked up again. Until executions 
Sonewhere taward the late summer -- sort of middle of the 
aumnmer -~ stopped altogether, excent far speradic executions. 
But massive kiilings were going on, People were getting 
released at that time, or executed. But if was quick. By 
the time I was. imprisoned, which was ... I was arrested on 
the ZOth of Esfand. Thén ... executrons went on for a few 


days, it sort of stopped, it picked up egein. But it stopped 


in mid-summer altogether -- with some sporadic, here and 
there. 
At the begianing we were very restricted ~- about 400 people 


in aort af cold, prisen environment, awfuliy bead weather. 
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And essentially the food was idusay. We were given 4... 
Sixteen of us, I rénember, we sient in a room which wes about 
16 x 12 feet - squere feet, IT mean. 165 * I4, which is 4 
meters by 5 metera, something like that. And... the 
myisaners who comprised a bunch of military peopie, 4&@ Bunch 


of SAVAKIs, and sort of a third group of civilians. 


The SAVAKIs ware relatively safe, although what was on the 
outside was realiy that the SAVAnis were getting into priacn 
and execvted, The SAVANIs were safe: nothing was happening 
fo them. The civilians, same of them that had cooperated at 
certain piaces with the oreviosous regime in the sense of 
demolishing the revolution, or preventing the revolution, 
they weré executed very ztapidily. But the rest of them were 


safe. By and large, the civilians were sate. 


The miditary Deople were not aave at all. They were Kiilang 
militery. And this iss reaily ...-. 7] mean, thie sart of 
convinces me more that Moyahedin were in power, and they 


Wanted te disamantie the military, as it were. 


T was amazed by pictures of ... Fada“iyan-e Esleam on the 
wall. Pictures of PLO chief Yasser Arafat on the wali -- 
kigaing Khomeini. & Lot of pictures of Khomeini, of course 


e- I wasn’t amezed by thet. 
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But anyway, that was .... Later on, we set up a reading, and 
we aterted reading lote of hooks, because we could get books 


from Outaide, SO +4+ We G@xchanged. 
a. Were they anuggiedtT 


&, No, they permitted us. The oniy book .... The fire6t 
book that I read there, which was the only oie that was 
availtabie, was the Koran. A iti Koran, remnant of the Shah“s 


regime. 


Anyway, after four and a half months, we had a fire. And the 
next day, as we were cleaning the ... \sout\{/whistlel, they 
calied my name, and said, “We are releasing you. You are 


free to go.” No auestioning in the interin. 


UW. So the firat day they arrested you, and they just kept 


you there. They didn’t tet you ¢ali your family, or ..- 


A. No, no. £ requested, and they aaid, "Please." And ff 
esea ny family. Apparently, the guys, because I waa 
chanceller af the university, or some of them Were my 
satudenta, my own Students, they were very podite. Tf 


remenber, on of them came with me to the prigon, and taid 
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the guy, “This is a special guy. Extend ali poessible 
privilegea." So I ... when I went to prison, J had my tie, 


and this sort of thing. 


And I understand some of the SAVAKIs were badiy heaten at the 
time of arrest and afterwards, or..-- But F was treated with 


a Lot o£ respect. 


Oo. Se. Were you actually charged with any particular crine? 


A. Ha. : 


UW. Nothing. 


You started talking about tie reading group in prasen. Could 


“you describe some mare of thatt 


A. Well, we atarted getting various.... There were a Dunch 
ef us that were there, inciudang .-. @ number of ... cabinet. 
nembera af Bakhtiar, including Hosseinelii Bakhtiar, Aryana, 
and ... also a number of Ahnouzegar and Hoveida cabinet 
pemnbers, and others thet, ... We used to read a iot. I mean, 


just continuously read there. 
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QO. You ware all in the same group together? 


A. Well, we were in the sane “hand” (cell-blocki. Some of 
ta were in tne Sane room, others were in ather rooms, or 
Bepérate parta of the "bend". But we cauld exchange nacks 


and tniss aort of thind. 


a. Did you reed together? Gr did you read ...?7 


A. Weil, w were reading ... we were exchanging books, and 
steading them quickly, and discussing it afterwards. <And 
eréating hynothetical situations, and than trying to resolve. 
diascusa what are the tasues, and thia saort of thing, how .... 
Seme af the yery interesting discussions were canducted whiie 
Wa Ware in prison. This was primerily to keep the mind 


working. 


Q. What were some of those igaves you discussed? 


A. Gh, anything from soutsing, from reatiy the ..-. i mean, 
it was ... reiated to topica like poverty, social, politacal, 
technical topics. We sé@elacted, we read about it, ve 
‘dieeusead it -- even very Talamic topica like the toundsatian 
of the philosophy of Islan, 86 explained by Abu. Ali Fina 


{Avicennal -~ this sort of thing -- and the errora, logical 
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errars, that they had made, and this sert of thang. 


G. Oid you try ta get sny of your j3ailers involivedtT 


A. No, they were dumb. They were dumb. They were Kids, 


dum. 


O. OX. Piease teii me which of the foeilowing hasterical 
fagures, that you have personaiiy known, you’d be willing toa 


Gescribe, I’m gaing to read you the list. 


Dr, Manouchehr Eghbal. 


4. Or. Manouchehr Eqhbal. if knew him. He wes quate 4 
patriot. He was ... he toved the Shah. He Ioved the regime, 
and he would do whatever he could for its preservation. He 
was, considered senile by Hoveida and others in the last yeers 
of hia tife. Sut whenever TIT had a@ problem or something, he 
was there, and he would help. He would helo young peoapie who 
vere, in hie mind, motivated te build the country or do 


Bomehning. 


GQ. Sharif-Emari -- Ja*afer Sharif-Emani. 


A. = knew Sharif-Emani.- He wae aleao a member of the board 
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of trustees, and I knew him. He was e religious man. He 
used to ... he never drank wine ar liquor or this. yort af 
thing. He used to pray regularly. He was easantielly 
conducting all the Jalaseh Hai*at Gmana ([mestings of the 
Board of Trusteesi. He Knew of the ... He was a good 
Aaw-haker, in the sense that he ..- when he wanted to write 
something, he Knew what to do and haw te dm it. He was very 
highiy respected by everybody. That’s the extent of my 


familiarity, The Shah iaked hin vary much. 


@. In term& of ... Capabiiities and qualities ae an 
administrator and prime minister, do you have any 


aheeryatiana aghoaut ...7 


A. Well, st the time he was prine minister, JI know the 
ecoenseqduentes of what harpened. He was ... he tried te solve 
@ prohiem, and he diun’t have the ... really, fhe didn’t have 
the means of soiving it. F woulid not be ... I would nat 
Imbel hin as “kha’en (trantor! er somethina like that, if 


that’s the quéstian. 


Go, No, no. funcleari 


A. He tried to do something, and he tried to do 1t at that 


tame. JT am under the impression that he was somewhat 
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corrunt, but that’s impression, it is just hearsay -- I dan’t 


hevea first-hand knowledge. 

Ww. Mehdi Hazgargan. 

Asse SE didn’t Kh « hin personally. 
OQ. Asadollah Alam. 


A. He was kind. His father knew my grandfather, and he had 
6& high respect for me because af the family that he knew 
weli, And I thank that, if he could help something, he 
would. He was @ very capable administrater in that ragard. 

IT mean, «2. 4t the same time, I know that much of the 
protlenms were created hecause of has specizac View. But this 
is not ay intimate information -- agein, it’s hearsay. 
mean, <£ don’t heave personal experience or something. IT net 
him e@everal tines, and F talked te him once of twice. it Was 


never very close toe him. 
G,. Shahhannu Farah. 
A. = met fer several times. Once I went to see her about ao 


goncept that I had ebout creafing @ Genter for -- ar we had 


-- ereeting a center fer theoretical physica on an 
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international ... amd I taiked to her at langth. I taiked 
to her about the concept of the Aryamehr University, aisa. 
She later on aelected me on a, sort of &@ bunch ot tree-lance 


advisors for direction of research in Fran. 


=. GShahhanau? 


A. Shahbbanou. And I was working with Madiidi and several 
athers -- Neymeabadi, Madyidi, end some others -- in order to 
come up with a, sort of a, what is the concent of .... Hy 
position was unidgne hecause I was ... in faver of pure, 
theoretical résearch as opposed toa many people, iike 
Naymabadi, who said we have te do nuts and bolisa type of 
research. Iowas tore an favor of credfing a culture, 2 
ecientific cuiture, in Iran, rather than esoiving the leaking 


o1t paoneawhere. 


G. How did she receive the prohiem and discuss if? 


a. Oh, whenever I net the Shahbar:4 an these regards, I was 
gittang down. f mean, if was very intormal in that regard. 
I don’t recell ever meeting the Shahbancu in which f -aa 
standing up like the audience with the Shah. I was aitting 
down, and F wae .... Hany times I ves nervous and sweating, 


but most of the time I wae relaxed, and she would #ek me if ft 
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wambed to amoke, end ehe would give me a cigsreatte, and .... 


Anyway, it was very informal, in that reqard. 


She waa arguing beck and forth, and I waa arquing slong with 
her. Iomean, that w.z.. it was a very normal type of meeting 
Yather than an audience. Most af the ... IF m@an, the two or 
three tines I went there, was primariiy based aon research. 

She wanted my opinion or my contributizoan in @ discussion that 


invaived researcn. 


Yes, once we went with Boaome at the chanceilezra of 
universities, hecause we were addressing questions Tike 
Heij’at-e@ Omansa {Beard of Trustees!, and things of that 


neathure. nee or; twice. 


O. Why was she tnteresated in research? 


A. She was... soméhow, toward the end, fron {970-7e -+ 

“76-777 -- she became very much interested in research, and 
she became semehow the head of the Roysl Academy af Science 
or Fesearch Inatitute -- something to that extent, I dor“t 


tfnow exactly the tities. 


And ahe was interested to sert of formulate @ general 


resgerch policy. And I was one of the proponenta of acience 
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44 8main, ratber than ..., as opposed to peaplie who were 
here an the applied part. ft had 8 very unique position in 
that regard, that unless a gqood acientitic basia ia 
established, it’s very hard to make people ta go to ad hac 
experts in the country inatead of the country of origin where 


tnéy bought the inatrunent sremi 


Q. Anir-Abbas. Hoveida. 


A. I met Amir-Abbas Haveida several times, and i diacuased 
with him. Usualiy under ... I mean, whenever something rose 
thet he wanted to see me in that regard. Or we had a probien 


with this union, and thia sert of thing. By and lerge, na 


was very amart. He waa. .4,4 


IT think he vas = geod prime minister. He underatocod the 
isaues very fast. Many of these other peopie you mentionec, 
they never understoed the issues. He had an analytical mind, 


in the sense that he couid take # probiem apart and find 4 


solution. 


He was well-read. if remember that he quoted from a book, in 
on® af our meetings, cailed\The Art of War. And he suddenly 
wade a guotetion from thet, and FT recegnized it. This in a 


very strange book, and not many people have read it. It*s 
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weitten aaéverdl tucusand years ago in China, and transiated. 


And I cane up with another quotation from the beek -- Tf dont 
remember {whet:! -- and he was impressed that I head read it 
a bac. 


G. When you gay he was eware af the issves, da you neaen the 


Boeciead [esuen? 


A. Weil, many of the peopie in the Shah’s regime, they 
thetight that. opposition doesn*t exist. Maybe they were kept 
awey. And unlesa you are in the university -... Sut ae 
knew. You didn’t have to... You hed ao herd tine, probably, 
toa teli the Shah, “There are seonle whe don’t believe in 
you.” But I dent think you had that much problem with the 
PYime minister to convince Him that there in a large number 
of peopie who don’t believe “Aale Hazrat Sheahanshah Aryanehr 
arvehan Fedeah, etc,., ete.” {His Imperial Majeaty, King of 
Kinga, Light of the Aryans, far whom our soula shali be 


sacrificed, e@tec., etc.}. 


Oo. Janshid 4nouzeger. 


A. Camahid Amoueegar. fF know him. Agsin, he was on the 


beard of trustees, and I had come in contact with him. He 


‘Wan 4... he was a technecrat. He didn’t have the 
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kocdeo-political grasp cf the situation that Hoveida had. Sut 
he Wak ..:; he tried to ... He was very naive to 4 cartain 


reeanect. He wae neive and ...4. 


He didn’t enjoy the cooperation of SAVAK, I know, Because 
SAVAK was edaentiaily in the hands of Hoveida. And all those 
people were Hoveida people. And somehow, when Amouzegar 
came, he didn’t knew. In fact, he had compizgined several 
tings, that even he didvitt hear of what happened in the Rex 
Cinema until he fead it in the newanspers, What kind of 
prime cinister is this, that haa to read one of the biggeet 
isaues of the country, at a time of turmoil, in the 


nevwepaperay 


But, he.... Anyway, I would say that hé was a correct nan. 
He had certain infatuations ‘with decentralization and this 
sort of thing. He was.... Jo ‘“sauld diatinguish between 
technical bologna and techniceily sound ideas. Thia waa an 
advantage he had over Haveida, but socially and noliticeily 
he waan’t af the same caliber and he wasn’t ... he didn’t 


heave that grasp. Hy experdence is aleo Limited. 
QO. Aiinmeghi Aiikhani. 


A. Adikbeni wae eq extremeiy bright man and he was ..4.. TT 
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know him. f= have Feen with him an several occasions, Hea a 
yery bright man. And he contributed .... He was one at the 
very few people who atood ... wha came Co Aryamehr 
liniversity, collected, gathered ali the students, and he 


aashed them .... 


Ha dalivered a lecture on the economy of Iran. And he said, 
"Sak me questions.” And the students started asking 
enhbarrassing questions and he started to answer them. And he 
went through with that. 4nd fineily ali the students steod 


‘tpoand clapped for ... 10 minutes. 


And then, on the other hand, he was aleo in SAVAK, and these 
aort of things, initivally, but ... apparentiy that .... His 
tnttisi association with SAVAK. Gf course, that was SAVAK of 
Nr. -- whet*’s the guy before Nasiri? {Pakravant Anyway. 


With that SAVAR if is s5o0nRhething else, but anyway. 


He was well-réspected amengsat moat people. And in two or 
three times that I met him and £ deait with hin, he showed 


hriliiance. 


To wae ..s. I met Him in Ramesar aeverel tines, and. spent same 
hours, beacause I waa going as the head of planning, 


development and research of Aryamehr University at the time. 
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And he was chancelior of Tehran University. And he was a 


close friend of Amin, so used te play bridge. 
GO. Hovehang Ansari. 


A. Honeheng Ansari. I deait with hin severa+ times. aAgein, 
he seemed to be a bright pereon,. is thai fran wanted to 
Buy a copper ming in Mexico. He sent it, he asked me to 
anélyze it, and to give him a recommendatian. fF made 4n 
analysis and camé up wath the recormendatian that Iran 
shouldn*t buy. But what he wanted and the way Ae went about 


tho wae very proper. 


When I was chancélior of the university, he wanted me te join 
his -- what waa it -- hie faction of the Raatakhiz Party, and 
he asaid, “You tay yourself and the university in ay hands, 
and F’ll dé anything for you." FF didn’t. ff said, “Weli, 
that’s ..-. I mean, actually .i+ politica ... the Rastakniz 
Party i8 supposed to be an individuai’s choice. How can I do 


that?” 
i. (?} factions in the Restakhiz Party... 


A. There were two factions, one of them unddr Anseri, the 


other one waa under Asocuzegar, if you receli, et the 
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heginning. 


Q. Dr. Shahpour Békhtier. 


As Iodoan’t know. 


Q@. Sheh Hohannad Reza. 


A. I think he was ... he was a weli-wishing person. i Saw a 
let of patfiotian in harm. IT saw & lot of ... sort of ... f 
didn’t saee a viliain, I gaw aiwaysa sa democratic peraon. ff 
‘ee Gon*t think that df the situation was somewhet ditterent, 
and ... he would end up ithe thia. I think that a lot of 
judgment that we paas on him is a matter of several incidents 
that tock place, ineluding the revolution -- important 
incidents. I think, by and large, he wasn’t a povertul 


micteator. 


He wasn’t an oppressor. When yau talked to him, you would 
feel it. IF wea in prison, and I aaw people who were in 
SAVAK, wha had this attitude -- esapeciaily people in SAVAK -- 
that ... I mean, .1. Of --. they had 8s aort of natural right 
te anything. He ween’t thet Kind. At least, during the 
several tines thet I met him, he didn“t demonstrate himself 


fo be that kind. 
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But nevertheless, the country was run as auch that he was 
that Kind of person. I don’t Know what happened. fF dan*t 
Know wheat was really ... what were the historicel events that 
jeg to the country heing run a@ithough the person is net 
really that kind of person. I suppose whatever happened in 
iran is the canse#quence af a number of historical events, 
including the asaassination attempt on him at the University 
of Tehran, the incidents at the tine of Nosasedegh, even 


getting kicked out and coming back, 


fnd then, later an, the rele of the mullahs, the roie «tf 
Fada’iyan, ar whatever ia the history of Iran, created 4a role 
chat, if any other nerson was in his shoes, probably vould 


end up in the same position. 


A lot of people are really are made by history. And acre 


people make history. Well, he waa made by history. As 


opposed ta Khomeini, who made hiatory. That’s what i think 


oF him, 


G. funcleer } 


fa funclesar! 
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QO, Ok. Ashraf. Princess Ashrat. 


a. I met her once and she was, the kind that the Shah waan’t. 
I mean, she was reaiily an oppressor by ... she really 
demonstrated that ... she*s samebody, and she wants to 
operate ~~ an aperater at heart. The two characters .... 

But I yzudge ... probably © judge her because of the ... my 
previaus visualization of what she would bé ilke, so when I 
saw her it jguat reinforced my previous position. Let*’sa put 
at this way: ££ didn’t see anything fron her te get an idea 


other than the public opinicn. 


Oo. =F would like you to comment on each of the Aryamehr 


University ehanceliora. Starting from the firat ane. 


A. Well, the fireat one was Meajtahedi. Mojteahedi was a 
buitder, whoa came to the univeraity, and started satting it 
up. One of the hardest thinga is setting up. But it’s the 
most enjoyable. And he did that. He had no conception of 
the philosophy of education, and research, and ¢het waa going 
te be done ineaide those rooms and halle and lehoretories that 


Ae set up. 


Then after that, Professor Raza cane, who wae really a guy 


wha had the Knowledge, tntiaete knowledge, of what ahouid be 
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dene there. And he leid the foundation for doing that. Hé 
changed the educational structure to be able to aceconedate 


thie. 


Then Reze Amin came. Rerve Amin da ... Wad & guy who ia 2 
trenendous adminiatrator. He deala with peonte propertly. 
And he succeeded ta create a Iot of ..-. the i-srastructure 
for the administration af the univeristy!. the lawa, the 
regulations, this, that. He injecten that é@lement that was 
at the university, which was democratization of the process 
of decision-making, which was there. And @ by-preduct of 


that was the union formation thet started at hie time. 


Dr. Nasr was the next chancellor of the university. He was 
.-. he has extremely geod ideas. He can analyze 4 situetion, 
cone up with the xsoots of the problems with his taint of 
Islam and culture sand things of that nature. He*s Aot a very 
geod implementer of idéas. J think that if he would munch up 
with somebody, and would get intimate, with him, then the fwa 
-- combination of the two -- can he really pewerful. Secauae 
implementing ia different ... requires different attention, a 


different levei of attention and dedication. 


The jest one i& me. I don’t comment on myself. 


- Oo = 
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The ane after me was fAlireze Mehran. Alireza Mehran waa a 
very trustworthy, straight man. 4 good researcher, in his 
kind. Anyway, he waa really 4 right man for a snsller 
institution ei se timé of less turmoil. It just happened that 
in his tire there was lota af turmaii. And the set-up of the 
university end the problems were toa much for hin. He would 


thing. 
Nany of these people -- I am not talking about him, I’m 
talking ebhout s¥seelif and other pecpie -- we were 


agut-oremoted. The reason is thisit that. fran lacued a high 
administration, and a ist of people wers over~pronoted, 

beyond their range of normal capabilaties. But that“a the 
charactéristic of a developing country, rapidly developing 


country . 


QO. Thank you very much. 


A. Well, vou are welcome. 
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